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ASPECTS RELATING TO PREPARATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF MIGRANTS, INCLUDING MIGRANT WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES

(Comments of the Permanent Mission of Argentina)

Permanent Mission of Argentina

to the

Organization of American States

SG 315


The Permanent Mission of Argentina to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat and is pleased to refer to the request of the chair to receive comments from member states on the rapporteur's report summarizing submissions made during the special session of the Working Group to prepare an inter-American program for the promotion and protection of the human rights of migrants, including migrant workers and their families.


Attached please find a document with comments on the structure and general objectives that might be adopted for the inter-American program, with the request that it be circulated to other member states of the Organization


The Permanent Mission of Argentina to the Organization of American States reiterates to the General Secretariat the expression of its highest consideration

Washington, D.C., November 10, 2004

Attachment

To the General Secretariat

  of the Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION

OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF MIGRANTS

COMMENTS OF THE ARGENTINE DELEGATION

1.
General characteristics of the program

· It should be cooperative in nature.

· It should recognize and be based on work already done in various regional and multilateral organizations, as well as in civil society.

· It should contain concrete and feasible actions, it should be realistic, and there should be a proper balance between the problems facing migrants in their countries of origin, transit, and destination.

· It should establish a follow-up mechanism for assessing progress along the way.

· It could include progressive development goals.

2.
General guidelines:


2.1.
Introduction/conceptual framework

· The program should contain a brief description of the mandates and the issues involved in migration.


2.2.
General objectives:

· The general objectives should be to promote and protect the human rights of migrants, including migrant workers and their families, by identifying and pursuing cooperative activities at various levels. 

· The program could become a mechanism linking the work of the OAS with that already underway in member States themselves, in multilateral organizations and in civil society. 

· The program should embrace two areas of activity: (a) it should provide a forum for the exchange of information and best practices in policies implemented by States and by other stakeholders, and (b) it should identify specific activities to be pursued jointly or separately by program stakeholders.


2.3.
Structure:

· Objectives could be identified by thematic area, followed by recommendations for specific action, starting perhaps with those relating to promotion, and followed by those relating to the protection of migrants' human rights.

· By way of example, following are some specific objectives:

Promotion:

· Preventing the phenomenon of migration.

· Publicizing the risks of migratory travel (smuggling, illegal trafficking in migrants).

· Assistance about the possibilities of legal migration and the procedures for regularizing migrants’ status.

· Education on migrants' human rights.

· Awareness and training campaigns for public officials and the private sector about those rights.

· Outreach campaign to make migrants aware of their rights and obligations.

· Support for establishing a culture of nondiscrimination and appreciation of the values of immigration.

· Promotion of cooperation agreements between the OAS and international agencies with practical experience in the migration field (IOM, ILO, etc.).

· Exchange of best practices among the various players in the program, including the preparation of a comparative country-by-country report on migration requirements, with a view to their potential harmonization.

· Creation of international networks or a dialog forum for migrants on topics of interest.

Protection:

· Social protection: promotion of public policies, legislation and practices for integrating migrants into the host society, with a particular emphasis on the rights to health, to education, to work, to due process of law (deportation procedures) and judicial protection, to personal freedom, to nondiscrimination, racism, and xenophobia, and the development of voluntary repatriation programs.

· Cooperation against human smuggling and illegal trafficking in migrants.

· Consular protection and assistance.

· Political participation by migrants.

· Economic issues (reducing the cost of remittances).

· Cultural issues: the right to cultural diversity.


Under each specific objective, horizontal cooperation activities could be developed, together with transverse cooperation activities (e.g. gender issues, vulnerable groups, migration as a key component of strategies that program stakeholders adopt in areas that are not necessarily directly related, etc.).


In turn, three categories of program stakeholders could be identified:  States, OAS bodies, and civil society organizations.  In the first and last case, actions would have the nature of recommendations.


2.4.
Monitoring the program:

· States as well as the various OAS bodies could present annual reports to the Permanent Council on their progress in implementing the recommendations and carrying out activities.

· Each year there could be a special session of the Permanent Council/CAJP at which member States, multilateral and regional organizations, and civil society would be invited to exchange best practices and information and new proposals that could be incorporated, if so decided by States.  At that session, the reports discussed in the previous point could also be presented.

· Thought could also be given to establishing a special voluntary fund to finance program activities.
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