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Washington, D.C., 19 November 2004

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Guatemala to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat and has the pleasure of addressing the Chair’s request for the member states to submit their comments on the rapporteur’s report and its summary of the presentations given at the special session of the Working Group to prepare an inter-American program for the promotion and protection of the human rights of migrants, including migrant workers and their families.


In that connection, enclosed herewith is a document containing comments on the structure and general objectives that the Inter-American Program could cover, which we request be duly distributed among the Organization’s other member states.


The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Guatemala to the Organization of American States reiterates to the General Secretariat the assurances of its highest consideration.
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The delegation of Guatemala believes that the Program must be comprehensive, addressing not only the civil and political rights of migrants, but also their economic, social, and cultural rights. In considering the migration phenomenon’s main causes, we must necessarily deal with questions of development and trade.  For that reason the Program must include improvements to the economic and social situations in each of our countries; this requires national actions and international cooperation alike, chiefly as regards enhanced market access.


We propose adding actions dealing with the following areas to the draft Program as submitted by the IACHR: 

1.
Creating productive employment.

2.
Improving work, health, and safety conditions in the workplace. 

3.
Establishing mechanisms for the administration of migratory flows. 

4.
Encouraging the regularization of migrant workers’ situations and working for bilateral agreements covering regular temporary work. 

5.
Working for family reunification.

6.
Documenting or regularizing migrants.

7.
Encouraging their participation in civic and political affairs. 

8.
Fighting smuggling and illegal trafficking in human lives. 

9.
Reducing the cost of family remittances. 

10.
Channeling the income from family remittances into investment and development.

11.
Establishing a mechanism for Program coordination and monitoring, to ensure synergy between national, bilateral, regional, and multilateral actions in the Hemisphere.

12.
Strengthening and providing technical assistance for the intergovernmental agencies in the region that are already working on coordinating policies and actions for the exercise of migrants’ rights.

13.
Increasing the awareness of society by publicizing migrants’ rights and by pursuing programs targeting racism, xenophobia, and discrimination, in order to reduce prejudice against the migrants who travel through different regions of the Americas.

14.
Negotiating economic, material, and other resources to support those governmental, intergovernmental, and nongovernmental organizations that work with migrants.

15.
Observing national laws applicable to work, health, education, and other matters, together with the international human rights instruments that countries have signed.

16.
Training officials from different government agencies to ensure optimal enforcement of the legal instruments that promote and protect migrants’ rights.

17.
Creating full-service care centers for those migrants who urgently need psychological assistance, humanitarian aid, legal advice, translation into official languages, repatriation to their home countries, or other forms of support.

18.
Strengthening the national offices that exist for assisting migrants with their problems.

These actions could be assigned, as deemed appropriate, to the individual state authorities, regional groups, the OAS, other international agencies, and civil society.
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