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Janie Chuang

Janie Chuang is a Practitioner-in-Residence in the International Human Rights Clinic.  She specializes in issues relating to violence against women, specifically trafficking in women, drawing on her work in these areas for the U.N. Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. Prior to joining WCL, Ms. Chuang practiced with the law firm of Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen, and Hamilton, representing foreign governments in international litigation/arbitration and pro bono clients in asylum and human rights cases.

Berta Fernández
Ms. Fernandez has been working at IOM Regional Office for North America and the Caribbean, Washington DC since June 2002. As Program Officer, she developed, fundraised for, monitored and/or implemented a wide range of programs, which included components such as capacity building, applied research, institutional strengthening, awareness raising, information campaigns and assessment missions. Some examples are: “Counter-trafficking of women and children in the Caribbean, Belize, Mexico, and Bolivia” (USAID/OAS/ US State Department/IOM), “HIV/AIDS prevention among migrants and mobile population in the Caribbean” (US State Depart./PAHO/IOM), “Technical assistance on migration management to the Bahamas, Turks & Caicos, Dominican Republic, Trinidad & Tobago” (US State Depart./Governments/IOM), “Enhancing the development impact of Salvadorian Hometown Associations in the US” (Government of El Salvador/IOM), “Data Sharing Mechanism for the Caribbean” (ECLAC/IDB/IOM, in the pipeline). Also, she coordinated the annual IOM/UNHCR Caribbean Seminar on mixed migratory flows (Barbados 2003, The Bahamas 2004, Tobago 2005), with 100 participants from 20 islands. 

Before coming to the Washington Field Office, Ms. Fernández spent two years at IOM Regional Office for Central America and Mexico based in Costa Rica, where was part of the Technical Cooperation Unit.  She managed two Information Campaigns in Central America, with the partnership of ILO (“Awareness raising on labor rights among domestic workers and employers”), PAHO and UN/ISRD (“Radio Soap Opera Times of Hurricanes on Disaster and Migration”) and NGOs (Astradomes, Voces Nuestras), as well as the German Forced Labor Compensation Program, and a program targeted to school children in Costa Rica (“Draw with me…count on me”), as part of the project “Capacity Strengthening of the Costa Rican Education System to assist Nicaraguan migrant population after Hurricane Mitch” (USAID/MEP/IOM, USD 4,9 millions). 

Ms. Fernández has also experience in development projects with the co-operative model as cornerstone, working for the International Cooperative Alliance (San José, Costa Rica) as well as for the European Development Department of the Valencian Federation of Worker Cooperatives (Spain). Additionally, she collaborated with the International Institute for Law and Environment (Madrid, Spain) for the project ONDINA (Promotion of sustainable management of shared water resources between Spain and Portugal).
Ms. Fernández did Graduate studies on Development Projects High Management at the Central American Institute of Public Administration (ICAP) in 2001, and obtained a Masters in European Community Law from the Universidad Autónoma of Madrid in 1998 and a Law Degree from the Universidad of Valencia & Johannes Gutenberg University (Erasmus Scholarship) in 1994.  Besides her mother tongue of Spanish, she is fluent in English, French, and German, and has a working knowledge of Italian.

Taryn Lesser

Taryn Lesser is a consultant in conflict prevention for Human Rights Internet.  For two years she coordinated the Latin America and the Caribbean component of the Initiative on Conflict Prevention through Quiet Diplomacy, seconded to the Association of Caribbean States in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago (2005) and the Organization of American States in Washington, DC (2006).  During this time she advised/assisted regional inter-governmental actors with quiet diplomatic engagement and focused on migration and conflict issues.

She also compiled and edited 'Intra-Caribbean Migration and the Conflict Nexus," a 17-article book on conflict-related migration themes in the Greater Caribbean, which provided recommendations to policy-makers for preventing conflict.  Previously, Ms. Lesser worked in immigration law and human rights advocacy with various NGOs in the United States and Argentina. She received a Bachelor of Arts degree in International Development and Spanish Language/Literature from the University of California, Berkeley and a Master's degree in International Law and Human Rights from The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University near Boston, Massachusetts.   Ms. Lesser is a trained mediator and mediates discrimination cases on a pro bono basis for the District of Columbia Office of Human Rights.

Susan Forbes Martin

Susan Martin holds the Donald G. Herzberg Chair in International Migration and serves as the Director of the Institute for the Study of International Migration in the School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University. Dr. Martin also directs the university’s Program on Refugees and Humanitarian Emergencies. Previously Dr. Martin served as the Executive Director of the U.S. Commission on Immigration Reform, established by legislation to advise Congress and the President on U.S. immigration and refugee policy, and Director of Research and Programs at the Refugee Policy Group. 

Her publications include Refugee Women, The Uprooted: Improving Humanitarian Responses to Forced Migration, Beyond the Gateway: Immigrants in a Changing America (ed.), Managing Migration: The Promise of Cooperation, the World Migration Report: 2000 (ed.), and numerous monographs and articles on immigration and refugee policy. She is also the principal author of the 2004 World Survey on Women and Development: Women and Migration, commissioned by the United Nations Division on the Advancement of Women. 

Dr. Martin earned her MA and Ph.D. in American Studies from the University of Pennsylvania and her BA in History from Douglass College, Rutgers University. She is the President of the International Association for the Study of Forced Migration and serves on the U.S. Comptroller General’s Advisory Board, the Academic Advisory Board of the International Organization for Migration, and the Board of the Advocacy Project. She was a co-founder and served on the Board of the Women’s Commission for Refugee Women and Children. Dr. Martin serves as an advisor to the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation’s Emergency Relief program.
Luis E. Monzón
Education: Master of Arts on Development Administration, Carleton University, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada.  This program combines Public and Business Administrations. 

Citizenship: Canadian

Experience: Twenty years of service with the Canadian Federal Government in areas of international development, refugee protection and immigration. 

His last assignment with the federal government was as Director of International Policy Coordination Division at the Department of Citizenship and Immigration Canada. 

Currently he is the Coordinator of the Technical Secretariat (TS) of the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM) or Puebla Process, which gathers North and Central American countries and the Dominican Republic. The TS works out of the Regional Office of the International Organization for Migration (IOM) in San José, Costa Rica.  In this position, he has been appointed to three consecutive one-year terms by the Deputy Ministers of the RCM (Foreign Affairs and Interior) of the RCM’s member countries.  

During his tenure as Coordinator , Mr. Monzón has organized and chaired a number of events which includes workshops, seminars and technical meetings and made interventions in a number of venues such as the United Nations, the OAS, Inter-American Institute for Human Rights, the Ibero-American Summit, the Global Commission on International Migration and Development and the World Forum on Human Mobility. 

******

Educación: Maestría  en Administración del Desarrollo, Universidad de Carleton, Ottawa, Ontario, Canadá.  Este programa combina la Administración Pública con la Administración de Empresas. 

Ciudadanía: Canadiese

Experiencia: Veinte años de servicio en el Gobierno Federal de Canadá en áreas de desarrollo internacional, protección a refugiados e inmigración.   

Su última posición en el gobierno federal fue de Director de la División de Coordinación Internacional de Políticas del Ministerio de Ciudadanía e Inmigración. 

En la actualidad se desempeña como Coordinador de la Secretaría Técnica (ST) de la Conferencia Regional sobre Migración (CRM) o Proceso Puebla. Ésta reúne a los países de Norte, Centro América y la República Dominicana.  La ST tiene su sede en la Oficina Regional de la Organización Internacional para las Migraciones (OIM) en San José, Costa Rica.  En este cargo, el señor Monzón ha sido nombrado a tres períodos consecutivo de un año por los Viceministros (Relaciones Exteriores e Interior) de los países miembros de la CRM. 

Durante este tiempo como Coordinador de la ST, el señor Monzón ha organizado y presidido varios eventos entre los que se incluyen, talleres, seminarios y reuniones técnicas, y efectuado presentaciones en las Naciones Unidas, la OEA, el Instituto Interamericano de Derechos Humanos, la Cumbre Ibero-Americana, la Comisión Mundial sobre Migración Internacional y Desarrollo y el Foro Mundial sobre Movilidad Humana. 

Juan Carlos Murillo González

Nacionalidad: Costarricense

Profesión: Abogado y Notario Público, graduado de la Facultad de Derecho de la Universidad de Costa Rica (1981-1987). 

Funcionario del Alto Comisionado de Naciones Unidas para los Refugiados desde 1991. Se ha desempeñado como Oficial de Protección del ACNUR en Turquía y Guatemala, y como Asesor Jurídico Regional del ACNUR para el Norte de Sudamérica, en Venezuela. En la actualidad funge como Asesor Jurídico Regional y Jefe de la Unidad Legal Regional de la Oficina del ACNUR para el continente Americano, basado en San José, Costa Rica.

Ha escrito varios artículos sobre el tema la protección internacional de refugiados, derechos humanos y migración en distintas revistas especializadas, y participa activamente como capacitador en los programas de formación del ACNUR. Es profesor invitado en materia de derecho internacional de refugiados de la Universidad para la Paz (maestría de derechos humanos), de la Universidad de Santa Clara, California, EEUU (maestría de derechos humanos), del  Instituto Raoul Walenberg (Suecia), del Instituto Interamericano de Derechos Humanos y del Curso de Derecho Internacional del Comité Jurídico Interamericano de la Organización de Estados Americanos (OEA).

Sarah Paoletti

Sarah Paoletti is a Clinical Supervisor and Lecturer at the University of Pennsylvania Law School, where she directs the newly created Transnational Legal Clinic.  From 2003-2006, she was a Practitioner-in-Residence in the International Human Rights Law Clinic at the Washington College of Law American University, where she also taught a seminar on the labor and employment rights of immigrant workers. Her areas of expertise include international human rights, immigrant and migrant rights, asylum law, and labor and employment.  Prior to joining the faculty at American University, she was a staff attorney at Friends of Farmworkers, Inc., providing legal services to migrant workers in Pennsylvania, first as an Independence Foundation Public Interest Fellow, and later as a Skadden Fellow.  From 1999 to 2000, she was a law clerk for the Hon. Judge Anthony J. Scirica, U.S. Court of Appeals, 3rd Circuit.  She received her JD from the Washington College of Law American University (summa cum laude) in 1998, and her B.A. from Yale University in 1992.

Sarnata Reynolds

Ms. Reynolds is the Refugee Program Director of Amnesty International USA.  Before serving as director, she represented foreign nationals before the Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, United States District Courts and Executive Office for Immigration Review.  She served as chair of the Refugee Program’s steering committee, was an active member of the American Immigration Lawyers Association, and served on the Northern California Board for more than three years.  In 2005, she was a founding member of the Bay Area Coalition for Comprehensive Immigration Reform.  Before moving to D.C., Ms. Reynolds served as a mentor on asylum cases through the Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights in San Francisco.  Ms. Reynolds completed her Women’s Studies degree magna cum laude at the University of Minnesota and the University of Ulster in Belfast, Northern Ireland.  She completed her law degree at the University of Minnesota, and studied European Union law at University College Dublin.  She is a regular speaker on human rights issues, and particularly enjoys speaking about the intersection of constitutional, human rights and refugee law.  

Jessica Elizabeth Seacor
Ms. Jessica Elizabeth Seacor, J.D, M.B.A., is currently Assistant Director of the ILO Washington Office, responsible for legal, political, and research relationships with the U.S. Government, multilateral institutions, and other ILO constituents in the U.S.  Ms. Seacor joined ILO headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, in 1997, following positions as in-house counsel for international software and publishing companies in New York, Geneva, and London, and previously as an environmental lawyer in private practice in Washington, D.C.  Since February 2005, Jesica has been with the ILO’s Washington Office, following a secondment to the World Bank’s Office of External Affairs.  

Jesica is a graduate of Georgetown University (B.A., American Studies, 1989); American University (J.D., international and environmental law and editor-in-chief, Journal of International Law and Policy, 1994); and the University of Chicago (Masters in Business Administration (M.B.A, 2003).  Her publications include “Learning on the Job” (The Economist, Intelligent Life, Summer 2005) and “Environmental Terrorism: Lessons from the Oil Fires of Kuwait,” The American University Journal of International Law and Policy (1994).
Sidney Weintraub

Sidney Weintraub holds the William E. Simon Chair in Political Economy at CSIS. He is also professor emeritus at the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs of the University of Texas at Austin. A member of the U.S. Foreign Service from 1949 to 1975, Dr. Weintraub held the post of deputy assistant secretary of state for international finance and development from 1969 to 1974 and assistant administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Development in 1975. He has also been a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution. His most recent books are Issues in International Political Economy: Constructive Irreverence (CSIS, 2004), Free Trade in the Americas: Economic and Political Issues for Governance and Firms (Edward Elgar Publishing, 2004), NAFTA’s Impact on North America: The First Decade (CSIS, 2004) Financial Decision-Making in Mexico: To Bet a Nation (Pittsburgh, 2000) and Development and Democracy in the Southern Cone: Imperatives for U.S. Policy in South America (CSIS, 2000). He is coauthor of The NAFTA Debate: Grappling with Unconventional Trade Issues (Lynne Rienner, 1994) and author of NAFTA at Three: A Progress Report (Praeger/CSIS, 1997), A Marriage of Convenience: Relations between Mexico and the United States (Oxford, 1990), and Free Trade between Mexico and the U.S.? (Brookings, 1984). He received his Ph.D. in economics from the American University.
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Dra. Ana Eugenia Durán Salvatierra, abogada

Puestos anteriores:
Subjefe del Departamento de Residencias de la Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería del Ministerio de Seguridad Pública y Gobernación de Costa Rica.
Jefe del Departamento Legal de la Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería del Ministerio de Seguridad Pública y Gobernación de Costa Rica.
Asesora Parlamentaria del Departamento de Servicios Técnicos de la Asamblea Legislativa de Costa Rica.
Experta Legal en el proyecto de Base de Datos SIL (Sistema de Información Legislativa) del Departamento de Informática de la Asamblea Legislativa Legal.
Directora Interina del Departamento de Comisiones de la Asamblea Legislativa de Costa Rica.
Directora del Departamento de Admisibilidad de la Defensoría de los Habitantes de la República de Costa Rica. 
Experto Legal por Costa Rica de la Red de Información Legal (GLIN) del Congreso de los Estados Unidos de América.
Consultora Internacional de  la Organización Internacional para las Migraciones OIM.

En la actualidad:
Viceministra de Gobernación y Policía, cartera que incluye la Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería; la Imprenta Nacional; la Dirección Nacional de Desarrollo Comunal; la Dirección de Control de Propaganda; la Dirección de Policía Comunitaria; la Oficina de Control de Frecuencias de Radio y la Comisión de División Territorial. 
Presidenta del Consejo Nacional de Migración, del Consejo de Desarrollo Comunal, de la Junta Directiva de la Imprenta Nacional, de la Comisión de División Territorial y de la Coalición de Lucha contra la Trata de Personas.
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