
CONSEJO PERMANENTE DE LA
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZACIÓN DE LOS ESTADOS AMERICANOS
CP/CAJP/INF- xxxx


 xx marzo 2008

COMISIÓN DE ASUNTOS JURÍDICOS Y POLÍTICOS
Original: textual

BIOGRAFÍAS DE LOS PANELISTAS EN LA 

SESIÓN ESPECIAL SOBRE LA IMPLEMENTEACIÓN DEL 

PROGRAMA INTERAMERICANO PARA LA PROMOCIÓN Y PROTECCIÓN DE LOS DERECHOS HUMANOS DE LOS MIGRANTES,

 INCLUIDOS LOS TRABAJADORES MIGRATORIOS Y SUS FAMILIAS

Washington, D.C.

Salón Libertador Simón Bolívar

7 de marzo de 2008
BIOGRAPHIES OF THE PANELISTS FROM THE SPECIAL SESSION ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF MIGRANTS, INCLUDING MIGRANT WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES 
Washington D.C.

Libertador Simón Bolívar Room

March 7, 2008

Felipe González

Relator Especial sobre Trabajadores Migratorios

Comisión Interamericana de Derechos Humanos

El Segundo Vicepresidente, Felipe González, es ciudadano de Chile e inició su mandato en la CIDH en enero de 2008. El Comisionado González es Profesor de Derecho Internacional de Derechos Humanos y Derecho Constitucional en la Universidad Diego Portales. Fue fundador y Director del Centro de Derechos Humanos en dicha universidad, donde dirigió entre 2002 y 2006 la preparación y publicación de un Informe Anual sobre Derechos Humanos en Chile. Asimismo, fue fundador y Coordinador de una Red Latinoamericana de Clínicas Jurídicas de Derechos Humanos. Posee una Maestría en Derecho de American University, en cuya Academia de Derechos Humanos y Derecho Humanitario es profesor desde 2001, y es profesor visitante en la Universidad Carlos III de Madrid. Anteriormente lo fue en la Universidad de Wisconsin, en la Universidad de Lund, en la Universidad de Deusto y en la Universidad de Alcalá de Henares.  Además trabajó desde 1991 a 2003 para el International Human Rights Law Group (actualmente Global Rights), primero en Washington, D.C. y posteriormente en Santiago.

Second Vice-Chair Felipe González is a citizen of Chile and began his term on the Commission in January 2008. Commissioner González is Professor of International Human Rights Law and Constitutional Law at Chile’s Diego Portales University. He founded and directed that university’s Human Rights Center, where from 2002 through 2006 he led the effort to prepare and publish the Annual Report on Human Rights in Chile. He also founded and coordinated a Latin American Network of Legal Human Rights Clinics. He has a Master of Law degree from American University, where he has been a Professor at the Academy on Human Rights and Humanitarian Law since 2001. He is currently a Visiting Professor at the Carlos III University in Madrid. Previously he was a Visiting Professor at the University of Wisconsin, Lund University, the University of Deusto and the University of Alcalá de Henares. He also worked from 1991 to 2003 for the International Human Rights Law Group (now Global Rights), first in Washington, D.C., and then in Santiago, Chile.

Adriana C. Alfonso
Jefa de la Asesoría de Temas Internacionales

Dirección Nacional de Migraciones

Ministerio del Interior de la República Argentina

Adriana Alfonso es abogada, egresada de la Facultad de Derecho de la Universidad de Buenos Aires (1979-1983) y en donde recibio una Maestría en Políticas de Migraciones Internacionales. Es representante del Ministerio del Interior ante la Reunión de Ministros del Interior del MERCOSUR y Estados Asociados - Foro especializado Migratorio del MERCOSUR (1997 continúa); representante del Gobierno Argentino en la Nonagésima Cuarta Reunión del Consejo de la Organización Internacional para las Migraciones (OIM) (Ginebra, Suiza, 27-30 de noviembre de 2007); representante del Gobierno Argentino en las Reuniones de la Conferencia Sudamericana sobre Migraciones (VII Conferencia, Venezuela 2007; VI Conferencia, Paraguay 2006; V Conferencia, Bolivia 2004; IV Conferencia, Uruguay 2003; III Conferencia, Ecuador 2002; II Conferencia, Chile 2001; I Conferencia, Argentina 2000); representante del Gobierno Argentino en la XVI Cumbre Iberoamericana de Jefes de Estado y de Gobierno (Montevideo, noviembre 2006); representante del Gobierno Argentino ante el Diálogo de Alto Nivel de Naciones Unidas para las Migraciones y Desarrollo (Nueva York, septiembre 2006); representante del Gobierno Argentino en el Encuentro Iberoamericano sobre las Migraciones (Madrid, julio 2006); disertante en la Sesión Especial del Grupo de Trabajo encargado de la Elaboración de un Programa Interamericano para la Promoción y Protección de los Derechos Humanos de los Migrantes organizado por la Organización de los Estados Americanos (O.E.A) - (Washington – octubre 2004); representante del Foro Migratorio del MERCOSUR en la XIII Reunión del Comité de Negociaciones Birregionales entre el MERCOSUR y la UNIÓN EUROPEA (Bruselas – Mayo 2004).

Es docente en la Maestría en Políticas de Migraciones Internacionales – Universidad de Buenos Aires – y en el Curso de Postgrado de la Escuela Nacional de Inteligencia (2007-2003) y galardonada por el Gobierno de Bolivia con la “Distinción Puerta del Sol” por su contribución a la integración argentino-boliviana y su vocación de servicio en la defensa de los derechos humanos del ciudadano boliviano” (junio 2005).

Guillermo Bassante Ramirez
Ministro - Director General de Asuntos Consulares
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores - Ecuador
El Ministro Bassante recibio su Maestría en Seguridad y Desarrollo, con mención en Gestión Pública y Alta Gerencia, Instituto de Altos Estudios Nacionales (IAEN), Quito y su Doctorado en Ciencias Internacionales, de Universidad Central del Ecuador, Quito. Es Licenciado en Ciencias Internacionales, y Licenciado en Ciencias de la Educación, de la Universidad Central del Ecuador y tiene estudios de Derecho,  en la Universidad Técnica Particular de Loja.

Ha sido Subsecretario de Servicios Consulares, Subsecretario de Organismos Multilaterales, Asesor-Jefe del Frente Externo del Instituto de Altos Estudios Nacionales, Director General de la Academia Diplomática, Director General de Administración de Personal, Director General de Organismos Internacionales, y Director del Departamento de Naciones Unidas.

Además ha sido Delegado del Ecuador a múltiples reuniones internacionales en Cuba, Venezuela, República Dominicana, Estados Unidos, Italia y Costa Rica.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Donald M. Kerwin
Executive Director
Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc.

Donald Kerwin is the Executive Director of the Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. (CLINIC).  CLINIC, a subsidiary of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), is a public interest legal corporation that supports a national network of 173 charitable legal programs for immigrants in more than 260 locations.  Mr. Kerwin is a 1984 graduate of Georgetown University and a 1989 graduate of the University of Michigan Law School.  Upon his arrival at CLINIC in 1992, Mr. Kerwin provided legal support to CLINIC’s political asylum project for Haitians.  He became CLINIC’s Executive Director in December 1993.  During Mr. Kerwin’s tenure, CLINIC has coordinated the nation’s largest political asylum, detained immigrant, immigration appeals, and naturalization programs.  CLINIC also offers the nation’s most extensive training and legal support programs for community-based immigrant agencies.  Mr. Kerwin serves as an advisor to the USCCB’s Committee on Migration, a member of the Board of Directors of Jesuit Refugee Services--USA, a non-resident fellow at the Migration Policy Institute, and an associate fellow at the Woodstock Theological Center.

Randy Capps

Senior Research Associate
The Urban Institute
Randy Capps is a Senior Research Associate at The Urban Institute in Washington DC, where he is a designated expert on Immigration, Immigration Policy, and Welfare Reform and Immigration, within the Center on Labor, Human Services and Population. He received a Ph.D. in Sociology and M.P.A. from the University of Texas at Austin. The report “Paying the Price: The Impact of Immigration Raids on America’s Children” can be found at the Urban Institute’s webpage: http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/411566_immigration_raids.pdf.  This study was sponsored by the National Council of La Raza, with support from Atlantic Philanthropies and the Annie E. Casey Foundation.  Ongoing Urban Institute research on this topic is being supported by the Foundation for Child Development, Peppercorn Foundation, and several other U.S. philanthropies.

Josh Bernstein

Federal Policy Director

National Immigration Law Center (NILC).

As NILC's federal policy director, Josh Bernstein monitors, analyzes, and makes recommendations regarding federal legislative and administrative developments affecting immigrants, particularly in the areas of immigration law and the employment and public benefits rights of low-income immigrants.  Before joining NILC in 1994, he served as a judicial clerk to the Hon. Harry Pregerson of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.  Mr. Bernstein's advocacy on behalf of low-income persons dates back to 1982, when he was director of Californians for a Fair Share, a statewide coalition of low-income families and their allies that was formed to combat welfare cuts.  He subsequently served as a welfare advocate for the Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles and the Inner City Law Center, a Los Angeles skid row legal clinic.  Mr. Bernstein earned a Juris Doctor from the University of California (Boalt Hall). 
Berta Fernández
Program Officer

International Organization on Migrations
Ms. Fernandez has been working at IOM Regional Office for North America and the Caribbean, Washington DC since June 2002. As Program Officer, she developed, fundraised for, monitored and/or implemented a wide range of programs, which included components such as capacity building, applied research, institutional strengthening, awareness raising, information campaigns and assessment missions. Some examples are: “Counter-trafficking of women and children in the Caribbean, Belize, Mexico, and Bolivia” (USAID/OAS/ US State Department/IOM), “HIV/AIDS prevention among migrants and mobile population in the Caribbean” (US State Depart./PAHO/IOM), “Technical assistance on migration management to the Bahamas, Turks & Caicos, Dominican Republic, Trinidad & Tobago” (US State Depart./Governments/IOM), “Enhancing the development impact of Salvadorian Hometown Associations in the US” (Government of El Salvador/IOM), “Data Sharing Mechanism for the Caribbean” (ECLAC/IDB/IOM, in the pipeline). Also, she coordinated the annual IOM/UNHCR Caribbean Seminar on mixed migratory flows (Barbados 2003, The Bahamas 2004, Tobago 2005), with 100 participants from 20 islands. 

Before coming to the Washington Field Office, Ms. Fernández spent two years at IOM Regional Office for Central America and Mexico based in Costa Rica, where was part of the Technical Cooperation Unit.  She managed two Information Campaigns in Central America, with the partnership of ILO (“Awareness raising on labor rights among domestic workers and employers”), PAHO and UN/ISRD (“Radio Soap Opera Times of Hurricanes on Disaster and Migration”) and NGOs (Astradomes, Voces Nuestras), as well as the German Forced Labor Compensation Program, and a program targeted to school children in Costa Rica (“Draw with me…count on me”), as part of the project “Capacity Strengthening of the Costa Rican Education System to assist Nicaraguan migrant population after Hurricane Mitch” (USAID/MEP/IOM, USD 4,9 millions). 

Ms. Fernández has also experience in development projects with the co-operative model as cornerstone, working for the International Cooperative Alliance (San José, Costa Rica) as well as for the European Development Department of the Valencian Federation of Worker Cooperatives (Spain). Additionally, she collaborated with the International Institute for Law and Environment (Madrid, Spain) for the project ONDINA (Promotion of sustainable management of shared water resources between Spain and Portugal).

Ms. Fernández did Graduate studies on Development Projects High Management at the Central American Institute of Public Administration (ICAP) in 2001, and obtained a Masters in European Community Law from the Universidad Autónoma of Madrid in 1998 and a Law Degree from the Universidad of Valencia & Johannes Gutenberg University (Erasmus Scholarship) in 1994.  Besides her mother tongue of Spanish, she is fluent in English, French, and German, and has a working knowledge of Italian.

Armand F. Pereira

Director of the Office for the United States.

International Labor Organization

Armand F. Pereira is the Director of the Office for the United States and Representative of the International Labour Organization to the multilateral organizations based in Washington, D.C., and Director of the Washington Office. Mr. Pereira has been with the ILO since January 1982. Prior to his current post, he was Director of the ILO Office in Brasilia between January 1998 and May 2005, where he led it through a nearly twentyfold increase in its technical cooperation project funds in a variety of ILO themes: employment, training and skills certification; forced labor and child labor; occupational safety and health; workplace equality and diversity; advisory services to Corporate Social Responsibility principles; and prevention of HIV-AIDS in the workplace (He served as Chair of the UN Theme Group on HIV-AIDS in 2004–2005). Armand has also promoted national dialogue on the linkages between employment creation and poverty reduction, raising awareness of the need to seek greater integration between the Millennium Development Declaration and the ILO's Decent Work Agenda. 

Juan Carlos Murillo González
Alto Comisionado de Naciones Unidas para los Refugiados

Nacionalidad: Costarricense

Profesión: Abogado y Notario Público, graduado de la Facultad de Derecho de la Universidad de Costa Rica (1981-1987). 

Funcionario del Alto Comisionado de Naciones Unidas para los Refugiados desde 1991. Se ha desempeñado como Oficial de Protección del ACNUR en Turquía y Guatemala, y como Asesor Jurídico Regional del ACNUR para el Norte de Sudamérica, en Venezuela. En la actualidad funge como Asesor Jurídico Regional y Jefe de la Unidad Legal Regional de la Oficina del ACNUR para el continente Americano, basado en San José, Costa Rica.

Ha escrito varios artículos sobre el tema la protección internacional de refugiados, derechos humanos y migración en distintas revistas especializadas, y participa activamente como capacitador en los programas de formación del ACNUR. Es profesor invitado en materia de derecho internacional de refugiados de la Universidad para la Paz (maestría de derechos humanos), de la Universidad de Santa Clara, California, EEUU (maestría de derechos humanos), del  Instituto Raoul Walenberg (Suecia), del Instituto Interamericano de Derechos Humanos y del Curso de Derecho Internacional del Comité Jurídico Interamericano de la Organización de Estados Americanos (OEA).

