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Today, in addition to the Day of Women of the Americas, we celebrate 85 years since the creation of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in 1928, the first inter-governmental organization created to promote women’s rights and gender equality. 
Having assumed the Presidency of the CIM for the 2013-2015 period, Costa Rica has also assumed the pro tempore Presidency of the Council of Women Ministers of Central America of the Central American Integration System (COMMCA/SICA).

Charged with this important responsibility to promote women’s rights in the region, I would like to make a brief reference to the achievements of the CIM over the last 85 years of hard work, and highlight some proposals for action that will guide our work over the next few years.

The CIM has made valuable and innovative contributions to advancing women’s rights and gender equality in support of women’s full citizenship and the elimination gender-based discrimination and violence.

The pioneering role of the CIM in developing and promoting a legal framework for women’s rights in the Americas began with the presentation of the draft Equal Rights Treaty in 1928.  This framework was established with the adoption of the Convention on the Nationality of Women in 1933, reinforced by the Conventions on Civil and Political Rights in 1948 and solidified with the adoption of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women (Belém do Pará Convention) in 1994 and its Follow-up Mechanism (MESECVI) in 2004.
On the basis of this broad legal framework that recognized women as subjects of human rights and active agents of democracy, the CIM has influenced public policy through concrete agreements such as the “Inter-American Program for the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” (IAP, 2000), the “Declaration of San Salvador on gender, violence and HIV” (2007) and the recently-adopted “Declaration of San José on the economic and political empowerment of women of the Americas” (2012).

Over the last decades, the region has seen significant transformation in which women have increasingly permeated spaces of political power – we now have constitutional equality in almost every country of the region, we have women heads of State or government and growing representation of women the legislative - supported by quota laws – and judicial branches of government, and massive participation of women in political parties.  We proudly remember achieving the first goal of the CIM, which was to give women the right to vote. When the Commission was created, women could vote only in Canada and the United States.
Throughout the years, the CIM has continued to work tirelessly in supporting: the full exercise of women’s political citizenship and parity in representation through a new generation of institutional, State modernization and justice sector reforms; sensitization and training with political party leaders on gender inequalities in the political realm; training with electoral institutions on the effective application of quota legislation, as well as the fulfillment of the Conventions on women’s civil and political rights. With these actions the CIM has become the leading hemispheric forum for dialogue, debate and agenda-setting on gender equality and women’s rights as keys to the consolidation of democracy and citizenship in the region.

Since the adoption of the Belém do Pará Convention, we have made major progress in the prevention and punishment of violence against women, as indicated in the Second Hemispheric Report on the Implementation of the Belém do Pará Convention. MESECVI, which arose from an inter-American consensus that violence against women is a violation of their human rights, has the reference point for the defense of women’s right to a life free of violence and has contributed two Hemispheric Reports, 56 national reports, a follow-up report and the creation of the first system of indicators for evaluation the substantive exercise of women’s rights.
In 2011, the CIM hosted the first Inter-Ministerial High-Level Dialogue in order to foster the exchange of experiences and the formulation of labour policies and strategies from a gender perspective.  On the basis of a substantive study, Advancing Gender Equality in the Context of Decent Work, the dialogue and its resulting “Declaration of San Salvador: Advancing Economic and Social Recovery with Sustainable Development, Decent Work and Social Inclusion,” reinforced hemispheric political commitment to achieving equality between women and men in the world of work.

In spite of these advances, we still have a long way to go towards eliminating the still significant equality gaps lived by women.   In this context and as part of my mandate as CIM president, we will focus on three priority areas  for achieving gender equity and equality: violence against women as a matter of citizen security; care policies and systems as a necessary precondition of economic autonomy; and finally, women’s political participation.

Over the last 85 years the CIM has adopted additional commitments to achieving women’s full citizenship and eliminating gender-based discrimination and violence.  It has demonstrated capacity and efficiency in the fulfillment of these commitments and continues with spirit and conviction to fight for the full exercise of women’s rights in the region.

As President of the CIM, I am convinced that we will continue to advance towards guaranteeing women’s rights in the Americas, and we will continue to fight for equality as the concrete result of our work - without forgetting the prevention of violence against women and girls – to improve the quality of life for women as persons of dignity and citizens of the Americas.
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