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REPORT No. 275/25
PETITION 679-19
FRIENDLY SETTLEMENT
RICARDO MANUEL BANQUET LEÓN AND FAMILY
COLOMBIA[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Pursuant to Article 17(2)(a) of the Commission’s Rules of Procedure, Commissioner Carlos Bernal Pulido, a Colombian national, did not take part in the discussion or decision in this case.] 

DECEMBER 10, 2025


I. SUMMARY AND RELEVANT PROCEEDINGS OF THE FRIENDLY SETTLEMENT PROCESS 

1. On March 15, 2019, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (hereinafter "the Commission" or "IACHR") received a petition filed by Rafael Alberto Gaitán Gómez, on behalf of the family of Ricardo Manuel Banquet León. The petition was later taken up by the Centro Juridico de Derechos Humanos[footnoteRef:3] (hereinafter "the petitioners" or "the petitioning party"). The complaint alleged that the Republic of Colombia (hereinafter "State" or "Colombian State" or "Colombia”) is internationally responsible for the violation of the human rights outlined in articles 4 (right to life), 5 (right to humane treatment), 8 (right to a fair trial) and 25 (right to judicial protection), read in conjunction with Article 1(1) (obligation to respect rights) of the American Convention on Human Rights, (hereinafter "Convention" or "American Convention"), for the extrajudicial execution and subsequent disappearance of the remains of Ricardo Manuel Banquet León (hereinafter "alleged victim"), for the failure to establish the facts, and for the damages suffered by his next of kin and the failure to provide them with full reparations.  [3:  In a letter dated September 29, 2022, the Centro Juridico de Derechos Humanos assumed the representation of the victims.] 


2. On November 25, 2024, in the city of Bogotá D.C., the parties signed a memorandum of understanding to pursue a friendly settlement in this matter and to establish a work schedule to progress in the negotiations. This initiated a friendly settlement procedure with the support of the Commission, which was formally notified to them on February 11, 2025.

3. On March 21, 2025, the parties entered into a friendly settlement agreement (hereinafter “FSA" or "agreement") and on June 10, 2025, they submitted a joint report concerning its progress and requested its approval.

4. Pursuant to the provisions of Article 49 of the Convention and Article 40(5) of the Rules of Procedure of the Commission, this friendly settlement report shall include an overview of the facts asserted by the petitioners and the text of the friendly settlement agreement, as signed on March 21, 2025, by the petitioning party and the representatives of the Colombian State. Likewise, the agreement signed by the parties is approved, along with the publication of this report in the Annual Report of the IACHR to the General Assembly of the Organization of American States. 

II. THE FACTS ALLEGED 

5. [bookmark: OLE_LINK1]According to the petitioner, in the early morning hours of February 4, 2007, Mr. Ricardo Manuel Banquet León was executed by members of the National Army on the Los Arrendajos farm in the municipality of San Luis de Palenque, Casanare Department. The petitioners indicated that the alleged victim was temporarily residing on the farm and that the implicated individuals allegedly took him out of the house, transported him to a corral, ordered him to kneel, and subsequently shot him. The petitioners further stated that, afterwards, the members of the National Army dressed him in jeans and boots and fled the scene, taking the body with them. 

6. The petitioners stated that on February 5, 2007, Ricardo Manuel Banquet's family learned of his death. They also learned that he died during an armed clash with the 44th Infantry Battalion "Ramón Nonato Pérez," which was conducting the “Faraón” tactical operation targeting suspected gang members involved in drug trafficking. 

7. They stated that, according to the military case file, the National Army started its movement from the municipality of Tauramena towards the municipality of San Juis Palenque at 23:00. At approximately 04:00 on February 4, 2007, they began entering Arrendajos Farm by announcing the presence of the National Army. However, “an individual had fled the scene through the back and opened fire, resulting in an alleged clash where the incident occurred.” The petitioners asserted that this account was false, describing the military’s version as confusing and contradictory. Furthermore, they reported that during the confrontation, one person was killed and identified as “N.N.," when in fact, the individual was Ricardo Manuel Banquet León. 

8. Concerning the judicial remedies, the petitioner stated that a criminal investigation was initiated under casefile number 327 before the 45th Military Court for Preliminary Criminal Investigation of Yopal, in the Department of Casanare. Subsequently, the case was transferred to Prosecutor 60 of the National Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law Unit of Villavicencio, under case number 2016-00027, following the determination that the ordinary jurisdiction possessed competence.

9. The petitioners additionally reported that the Chamber for the Recognition of Truth, Responsibility, and Determination of Facts and Conduct of the Special Jurisdiction for Peace stated that the facts from the initial petition are being examined in the Casanare sub-case of Macro Case 03 regarding killings and forced disappearances improperly reported as combat casualties. They also noted that, following the initial petition, the JEP is considering whether to prosecute several military members, and a lieutenant has already admitted to the facts. 

10. Lastly, concerning the remains of the alleged victim, the petitioners asserted that, as of the date on which the petition was submitted, the remains had not been exhumed or identified by a competent authority. 

III. FRIENDLY SETTLEMENT

11. On March 21, 2025, in the city of Bogotá D.C., the parties signed a friendly settlement agreement, the text of which establishes the following:

[bookmark: _Int_ZMePxntt][bookmark: _Hlk183155471][bookmark: _Hlk183155912]FRIENDLY SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
PETITION 679-19, RICARDO MANUEL BANQUET LEÓN AND FAMILY

On March 21, 2025, in the city of Bogotá D.C., Yebrail Haddad Linero, Director of International Legal Defense of the National Agency for the Legal Defense of the State, who, pursuant to Article 5 of Law 1444 of 2011 and Decree 4085 of 2011, as amended by Decrees 915 of 2017, 1698 of 2019, 2269 of 2019, and 1244 of 2021, is acting for and on behalf of the Colombian State, hereinafter the "State" or the "Colombian State”; and Luis Felipe Viveros Montoya Director General del Centro Jurídico de Derechos Humanos, representing the victims, together "the Parties", who have signed this Friendly Settlement Agreement in the framework of Petition 679-19, Ricardo Manuel Banquet León and Family, processed before the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

PART ONE: DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of this Agreement, the below terms shall be understood as follows: 

IACHR or Inter-American Commission: Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

Nonpecuniary damages: Harmful effects of the facts of the case that are not economic or financial in nature but manifest in the form of pain, affliction, sadness, anguish, and anxiety felt by the victims.

Pecuniary damage: A loss of, or detriment to, the income of the victims, the expenses incurred as a result of the events and the pecuniary consequences that may have a cause-effect link with the events in the case. 

Non-pecuniary damages: Includes distress and suffering caused to the victims, tampering with individual core values, and changes of a non-pecuniary nature in the living conditions of the victims or their families.

State or Colombian State: In accordance with international law, understood as a signatory to the American Convention on Human Rights, hereinafter “American Convention” or “ACHR.”

Satisfaction measures: Non-pecuniary measures whose purpose is to help the victims recover from the damage that has been caused to them. 

Parties: Colombian State, the representative, and the victim's next of kin. 

Acknowledgment of responsibility: Acceptance of the facts and the human rights violations attributed to the State.

Comprehensive reparations: All measures that objectively and symbolically restore the victim to the state prior to when the damage was committed.

The petitioner Attorney Luis Felipe Viveros Montoya, acting as the representative of the victims in the international proceedings.

Friendly Settlement: Alternative dispute resolution mechanism, used for peaceful and consensual settlement before the Inter-American Commission.

Victims: Genny Isabel León Hernández (mother), Lorenza Hernández de León (grandmother), Noris Mildred Sánchez Rico (life partner), Marby Yurely Banquet Sánchez (daughter), Sandra Patricia Mendoza Arrieta (foster daughter), Marco Aurelio Banquet León (brother), Lorenza del Carmen Banquet León (sister), Diocelina del Carmen Banquet León (sister), Erlinda Sofia Banquet León (sister), Urbanis Banquet León (brother)[footnoteRef:4], Generoso Banquet León (brother), Yanis Banquet León, Indris Banquet León, Marelis León Hernández (sister[s]), and Wastin Banquet León (brother).  [4:  The original FSA indicated that this beneficiary is the sister of the victim. However, on October 14, 2025, the State clarified that this is a material error and that he is his brother. Therefore, the Commission corrects it for the pertinent purposes.] 


[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]PART TWO: BACKGROUND

1. According to the initial petition, during the early morning hours of February 4, 2007, on the "Los arrendajos" farm located in the municipality of San Luis de Palenque, Department of Casanare, members of the National Army allegedly abducted Ricardo Manuel Banquet León from his residence, subsequently shot him, and consequently removed his body from the scene. 

2. On February 5, 2007, Ricardo Manuel Banquet's family was informed of his death and learned that he died during an armed clash with the 44th Infantry Battalion "Ramón Nonato Pérez." At that time, the battalion was executing the “Faraón” tactical operation against suspected gang members involved in drug trafficking. It was reported that during the confrontation, one individual was killed and identified as “N.N.," but this person was in fact Ricardo Manuel Banquet León. 

3. The petitioners also assert that, despite being aware of the alleged location of Mr. Ricardo Banquet León’s remains, no exhumation has been conducted to date, and he has not been formally identified by a competent authority.

4. Based on these facts, a criminal investigation was initiated under casefile number 327 before the 45th Military Court of Preliminary Criminal Investigation of Yopal, in the Department of Casanare. 

5. The case was subsequently referred to the ordinary jurisdiction and assigned to Prosecutor's Office 60 of the National Unit for Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law of Villavicencio under case file 2016-00027.

6. Furthermore, the Chamber for the Recognition of Truth, Responsibility, and Determination of Facts and Conduct of the Special Jurisdiction for Peace has reported that the facts of the initial petition are under analysis within the sub-case of Macro Case 03. 

7. Based on the facts of the initial petition, the JEP is determining whether to prosecute several members of the military, and a lieutenant has already admitted to the facts. 

8.  Regarding the location of Ricardo Manuel Banquet León’s remains, the Attorney General’s Office has determined through investigative procedures that he is buried in the Yopal Cemetery in  Casanare Department. According to the burial records, the body is in vault 11 right, within the “Unidentified Remains” section. However, due to the passage of time and the deterioration of the lids, it has not been possible to locate the vault inside there and carry out the exhumation and deliver of the remains to the next of kin.

9. Finally, it is noted that the relatives of the alleged victim filed a lawsuit for direct reparations against the Nation - Ministry of National Defense - National Army, before the Third Administrative Court of the Circuit of Yopal, under casefile number 850013333002-2017-00187-00. In that process, the Administrative Court of Casanare, on September 12, 2024, issued a second instance decision in which it: i) overturned the decision of May 2, 2024, issued by the Third Administrative Court of the Circuit of Yopal and ii) found the defendant entity responsibility administratively and pecuniarily for the extrajudicial execution of Ricardo Manuel Banquet León. 

10. On August 28, 2023, within the context of the proceedings before the IACHR, the Colombian State and the petitioners signed a Memorandum of Understanding concerning the establishment of a Friendly Settlement Agreement, which was subsequently submitted to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  On April 25, 2025, the State sent a clarifying note indicating that there was an error in paragraph 10 of the second part of the FSA, since the aforementioned memorandum of understanding was not signed on August 28, 2023, but on November 25, 2024.
] 


11. The representative of the victims submitted the proposal for comprehensive reparations to the National Agency for the Legal Defense of the State.

12.  Following the receipt and analysis of the proposal for comprehensive reparation, progress was made in establishing an inter-agency dialogue to reach consensus on the comprehensive reparation measures to be included in this Friendly Settlement Agreement.

13. Pursuant to the foregoing, the Colombian State and the petitioners concurred to enter into a Friendly Settlement Agreement, which shall be governed by the clauses set forth below.

PART THREE: BENEFICIARIES

“For the purposes of this Agreement, the Colombian State recognizes the following persons as victims, all Colombian citizens:

	No.
	Name
	Relationship
	Identification

	1
	Genny Isabel León
	Mother
	(…)

	2
	Lorenza Hernández de León
	Grandmother
	(…)

	3
	Noris Mildred Sánchez Rico
	Life partner
	(…)

	4
	Marby Yurely Banquet Sánchez
	Daughter
	(…)

	5
	Sandra Patricia Mendoza Arrieta
	Foster child
	(…)

	6
	Marco Aurelio Banquet León
	Brother
	(…)

	7
	Lorenza del Carmen Banquet León
	Sister
	(…)

	8
	Diocelina del Carmen Banquet León
	Sister
	(…)

	9
	Erlinda Sofia Banquet León
	Sister
	(…)

	10
	Urbanis Banquet León
	Brother
	(…)

	11
	Generoso Banquet León
	Brother
	(…)

	12
	Yanis Banquet León
	Sister
	(…)

	13
	Indris Banquet León
	Sister
	(…)

	14
	Wastin Banquet León
	Brother
	(…)

	15
	Marelis León Hernández
	Sister
	(…)



[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Paragraph 1: The victims recognized in this Friendly Settlement Agreement shall benefit from it, provided they can prove, regarding Ricardo Manuel Banquet León: i) the affinity relationship, such as, spouse or long-term partner, and ii) the blood relationship. Foster sons and daughters will also benefit, as long as they can establish this status. 

Paragraph 2: By signing this Friendly Settlement Agreement, the petitioners declare that the persons listed above are the relatives of Ricardo Manuel Banquet León who have legal standing in these proceedings and are interested in participating in this process, and that they were alive at the time of the events. In this regard, no other beneficiaries will be included after the signing of the Friendly Settlement Agreement.

PART FOUR: ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY

The Colombian State acknowledges its international responsibility for the violation of the rights to juridical personality (Article 3), humane treatment (Article 5), personal liberty (Article 7), fair trial (Article 8), and judicial protection (Article 25), read in conjunction with Article 1(1) obligation to respect the rights of the American Convention on Human Rights, to the detriment of Ricardo Manuel Banquet León and his family members and dependents. 

PART FIVE: MEASURES OF SATISFACTION

The parties agree that, under this Agreement, the following measures of satisfaction will be implemented: 

I. Act of Acknowledgment of Responsibility:

The Colombian State will hold a Public Act of Acknowledgement of Responsibility in person in Bogotá, presided over by the General Director or the Director of International Legal Defense of the State Legal Defense Agency. Victims and their representatives will attend, and the act will follow the acknowledgement of responsibility outlined in this Agreement. 

The Agency for State Legal Defense will be in charge of this measure.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]PART SIX: GUARANTEES OF NON-REPETITION

The parties establish that, in accordance with this Agreement, the following non-repetition guarantee measures will be implemented:

I. Publication of the Article 49 Report:

Once it is approved by the Inter-American Commission, the Colombian State will publish the friendly settlement report—in accordance with Article 49 of the ACHR—on the website of the National Agency for State Legal Defense for six (6) months. 

PART SEVEN: SEARCH FOR RICARDO MANUEL BANQUET LEÓN

"The Colombian State, through its competent entities responsible for locating missing persons, in order to act in a coordinated, harmonious and joint effort manner, will establish a Specific Inter-agency Action Plan for search and investigation measures concerning Petition 679-19 Ricardo Manuel Banquet León and family. This plan will delineate activities, implementation timelines, and the formation of periodic follow-up working groups involving the victims and representatives. Annually, to report progress to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the designated authorities shall convene a meeting with the victims and/or their representatives to assess the efforts undertaken and, if deemed necessary, jointly request the cessation of monitoring by the Inter-American Commission."[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Unit for the Search for Missing Persons, letter dated March 20, 2025. ] 


PART EIGHT: COMPENSATION MEASURES

The State shall apply Law 288 of 1996, to provide redress for the pecuniary and non-pecuniary damages that may be proven in favor of the victims recognized in PART THREE of this Friendly Settlement Agreement. For these purposes, the criteria and amounts recognized by current domestic case law will be used.

If a victim has been compensated through the administrative litigation jurisdiction and/or has received administrative reparations for the same facts and rights, the amounts awarded will be deducted from the pecuniary compensation award following the procedure provided herein, to prevent double or excessive compensation. 

Likewise, for damages compensation, only evidence admissible under Colombian procedural rules will be considered. 

The State entity that will carry out the proceedings defined in Law 288 of 1996, will be the one designated by the Committee of Ministers established by the law.”

PART NINE: APPROVAL AND MONITORING:

The parties ask the Inter-American Commission to approve this Agreement and monitoring. 

PART TEN: CONFIDENTIALITY

The content of this Friendly Settlement Agreement is confidential and must not be published or shared by any means until it is approved by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights through the issuance of the report specified in Article 49 of the American Convention on Human Rights.
 
Having read the Agreement and understood its legal scope and content, the parties sign it on March 21, 2025. 

IV. DETERMINATION OF COMPATIBILITY AND COMPLIANCE 

12. The IACHR reiterates that in accordance with Articles 48(1)(f) and 49 of the American Convention, the purpose of this procedure is to “reach a friendly settlement of the matter based on respect for the human rights recognized in the Convention.” The willingness to pursue this process demonstrates the good faith of the State in fulfilling the purposes and objectives of the Convention, in line with the principle of pacta sunt servanda, which requires States to fulfill their treaty obligations in good faith.[footnoteRef:7] It also highlights that the friendly settlement procedure outlined in the Convention allows for the resolution of individual cases in a non-contentious manner, and has proven, in various cases involving different countries, to be an effective vehicle for resolution that both parties can use. [7:  Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, U.N. Doc A/CONF.39/27 (1969), Article 26: "Pacta sunt servanda" Every treaty in force is binding upon the parties to it and must be performed by them in good faith.] 


13. The Inter-American Commission has closely followed the development of the friendly settlement reached in this case and appreciates the efforts made by both parties to achieve this resolution, which aligns with the objective and aims of the Convention.

14. In accordance with Part 9 of the agreement signed by the parties, which asks the Commission to approve the friendly settlement agreement under Article 49 of the American Convention, and considering the parties’ request on June 10, 2025, to proceed, the Commission will now evaluate compliance with the commitments made herein.

15. In this regard, the Commission considers that the first (Definitions), second (Background), third (Beneficiaries), fourth (Acknowledgement of Responsibility), ninth (Approval and Monitoring) and tenth (Confidentiality) parts of the agreement are declarative in nature. Consequently, oversight of compliance with these sections is deemed unnecessary.

16. The Inter-American Commission commends declarative part four, wherein the Colombian State acknowledges its international responsibility for the violation of the rights to juridical personality, humane treatment, personal liberty, fair trial, and judicial protection delineated in Articles 3, 5, 7, 8, and 25 of the American Convention. This acknowledgment is to be read in conjunction with the general obligation to respect rights established in Article 1(1) of the same instrument, to the detriment of Ricardo Manuel Banquet León, his relatives, and his dependents.

17. Concerning paragraph I (act of acknowledgment of international responsibility) of part 5 (satisfaction measures), the parties jointly reported that the event occurred on April 22, 2025, in the Amatista Hall within the Marriott Bogotá hotel.[footnoteRef:8] The parties further indicated that the State and the petitioners maintained constant communication, collaborating closely to agree upon every detail related to the implementation of the measure.  [8:  The Act of Acknowledgment of Responsibility was carried out jointly with the act in Case 15,058, Jesús Nazareno and Family - Colombia.] 


18. The ceremony was attended by Noris Mildred Sánchez Rico—Ricardo Manuel Banquet's life partner—as well as his siblings Marby Yurely Banquet Sánchez, Lorenza del Carmen Banquet, and Marco Aurelio Banquet, along with his foster daughter, Sandra Patricia Mendoza Arrieta. Additionally, Rafael Alberto Gaitán Gómez was present, and Luis Felipe Viveros Montoya, Paula Andrea Jiménez González, Mariana Duque Vélez, and Cristian Camilo Márquez represented the Centro Jurídico de Derechos Humanos. Representatives from the National Agency for the Legal Defense of the State and the IACHR Rapporteur for Colombia also participated in the event.

19. Likewise, the parties provided a copy of the invitation issued by the National Agency for the Legal Defense of the State, which was used to summon the petitioners—and through them, the victim's next of kin—to the public acknowledgment of responsibility event. They also described the content of the agenda agreed upon for the ceremony, which included opening statements, a song performed in memory of Ricardo Manuel Banquet, the national anthem of the Republic of Colombia, and the screening of a commemorative video featuring photographs and statements from his relatives and representatives. Furthermore, members of the Centro Jurídico de Derechos Humanos, Luis Felipe Viveros and Rafael Alberto Gaitán Gómez, also participated. 

20. The State was represented at the ceremony by the director of the National Agency for the Legal Defense of the State who, in his speech, presented the family with a plaque in memory of the victim, along with a butterfly pupa symbolizing the transition from pain to hope. Furthermore, he acknowledged the international responsibility of the Colombian State as outlined in the Friendly Settlement Agreement, stating the following:

[…]

The events that bring us together today exemplify one of the most heinous forms of state violence -a violence directed against defenseless civil society, community leaders, and humble individuals who should never have been perceived as enemies. This violence aimed to erase human faces to produce the correct figures for a conflict. It undermined trust in institutions and compromised the emotional and physical security of families, while also attempting to sow fear in places where hope should reside. [...]

Therefore, in my capacity as Director General of the National Agency for the Legal Defense of the State, and on behalf of the Colombian State, I recognize the international responsibility for these crimes, which should never have occurred […]:

In the case of Ricardo Manuel Banquet León, for violation of the the rights to juridical personality, humane treatment, personal liberty, fair trial, and judicial protection, enshrined in articles 3, 5, 7, 8, and 25 of the American Convention on Human Rights, read in conjunction with the general obligation of guarantee enshrined in Article 1(1) of the same instrument, to the detriment of Ricardo Manuel Banquet León, his next of kin, and his dependents [...]

I know that no words can remedy what has happened, no institutional act can fully heal the wound left by a life unjustly taken. But today, on behalf of the State, I express my full commitment to comply with each of the measures agreed upon in the Friendly Settlement Agreements signed.

That the Colombian State and all of society recognize that in war, not everything is permitted, and that a truly strong State is not one that imposes itself through violence, but one that protects and guarantees the human rights of all its people.

As a symbol of this commitment, I wish to give the families [...] a commemorative plaque as a tangible expression of the State's recognition and a small butterfly pupa –symbolizing the transition from pain to hope, from darkness to light, from death to living memory– because in this deep silence, where there seemed to be nothing, the metamorphosis of a peaceful country remains possible. 

[…]

21. For his part, the Rapporteur of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights for Colombia stated as follows:

[…]

[T]he case of Ricardo Manuel Banquet León highlights one of the most brutal human rights violations and one of the most common in armed conflict: forced disappearance, an open wound in Colombia.

The absence of a loved one, the lack of knowing their whereabouts, and the denial of the truth cause ongoing suffering for the families. Enforced disappearance not only affects the direct victim, but also destroys the social fabric and leaves a wound that only begins to heal through acknowledgement of the harm, the truth, and the effective implementation of reparations. 

For this reason, the Commission appreciates the recognition of international responsibility made by the Colombian State today regarding these two cases, and the measures it has committed to with these families to compensate for the suffering caused and to take concrete steps to prevent the recurrence of the facts. The measures will be closely monitored by Inter-American Commission to ensure full compliance. The Commission is present today and will continue supporting you toward achieving this compliance from the State.

I also urge the State to honor every commitment made, not only as a legal obligation, but as an act of justice and reconciliation. 

[…]

22. The parties submitted evidence of their posts on X after the event, including a link to the video posted on ANDJE's YouTube channel.[footnoteRef:9] In this context, a joint note dated June 10, 2025, was issued by both the State and the petitioner, indicating that the measure fully fulfilled its restorative purpose for the victim and her representatives. Consequently, they requested that it be declared fully compliant. Based on the information provided by the parties, the Commission concludes that Section I (act of acknowledgment of responsibility) of Part Five (satisfaction measures) of the signed FSA is in full compliance and declares accordingly. [9:  See, ANDJE, YouTube, Act of Acknowledgment - Case No. 15.058, Jesús Nazareno y Familia y Petición No. 679-19, Ricardo Manuel Banquet León. Case No. 15.058, Jesús Nazareno y Familia y Petición No. 679-19, Ricardo Manuel Banquet León (youtube.com) Last accessed on September 4, 2025.] 


23. Conversely, the Commission observes that during the negotiation process, the parties mutually agreed not to incorporate a measure of justice into the friendly settlement agreement in this case. However, and without prejudicing the expressed wishes of the parties, the Commission deems it pertinent to reaffirm that the State bears the obligation to diligently investigate the facts before ordinary courts ex officio and, where applicable, to establish the corresponding criminal liabilities within a reasonable timeframe, in accordance with international standards. The Commission further emphasizes that this obligation must be fulfilled by States as a juridical duty, rather than as a mere procedural formality inherently destined to fail, or as a superficial process driven solely by private interests, which depends on the procedural initiative of victims, their relatives, or the submission of evidentiary material by private parties. 

24. Regarding Section I (publication of the Article 49 report) of Part Six (non-repetition guarantees), as well as Parts Seven (search for Ricardo Manuel Banquet León) and Eight (measures of compensation) of the friendly settlement agreement, and pursuant to the joint request of the parties to proceed with the approval of the agreement prior to its formal execution, the Commission notes that the measures must be implemented after the publication of this report. Accordingly, it declares these measures to be pending compliance. Consequently, the Commission will await the submission of updated information by the parties within the framework of the friendly settlement follow-up process. 

25. In light of the foregoing, the Commission concludes that Section I (act of recognition of international responsibility) of Part Five (satisfaction measures) has been fully complied with and accordingly declares so. At the same time, the Commission notes that Section I (publication of the Article 49 report) of Part Six (guarantees of non-repetition) and Parts Seven (search for Ricardo Manuel Banquet León) and Eight (measures of compensation) of the friendly settlement agreement remain pending compliance and so declares.

26. Regarding the remaining content, the Commission finds that the outstanding provisions of the friendly settlement agreement are declaratory in nature, rendering supervision unnecessary. Consequently, the Commission concludes that the friendly settlement agreement has been partially executed and will continue to monitor the implementation of the aforementioned clauses until their complete fulfillment. 

V. CONCLUSIONS

27. Based on the foregoing and in keeping with the procedure provided for in Articles 48(1)(f) and 49 of the American Convention, the Commission would like to reiterate its profound appreciation of the efforts made by the parties and its satisfaction that a friendly settlement has been arrived at in the present case on the basis of respect for human rights and consistent with the object and purpose of the American Convention.  

28. Based on the reasons and conclusions contained in this report, 


THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

DECIDES:

1. To approve the terms of the friendly settlement agreement signed by the parties on March 21, 2025. 

1. To declare full compliance with Section I (act of acknowledgment of international responsibility) of Part Five (satisfaction measures) of the friendly settlement agreement pursuant to the analysis contained herein.

1. To declare Section I (publication of the Article 49 report) of Part Six (non-repetition guarantees) and Parts Seven (search for Ricardo Manuel Banquet León) and Eight (measures of compensation) of the friendly settlement agreement remain pending compliance, based on the analysis contained in this report.

1. To continue monitoring the commitments set forth in section I (publication of the Article 49 report) of part six (non-repetition guarantees) and parts seven (search for Ricardo Manuel Banquet León) and eight (measures of compensation) of the friendly settlement agreement, based on the analysis contained in this report. With this purpose, to remind the parties of their commitment to report regularly to the IACHR on compliance.

1. To publish this report and to include it in the Commission’s Annual Report to the OAS General Assembly.
 
Approved by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on the 10th day of the month of December, 2025. (Signed): José Luis Caballero Ochoa, President; Andrea Pochak, First Vice President; Edgar Stuardo Ralón Orellana, Second Vice President; Gloria Monique de Mees, and Roberta Clarke, Commissioners.
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