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Consultation Questionnaire 
Consolidating and expanding civil society participation in IACHR activities and processes
1. Introduction 
The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) believes that civil society participation is essential for the IACHR to be able to fulfil its mandate to promote and protect human rights in the Americas. 

The process of drafting the IACHR’s Strategic Plan 2017–2021, based on a participatory methodology that included several stages of consultations with civil society, identified strengthening civil society participation as one of its priorities (Program 12). Based on its own goals, and in the context of implementing its Strategic Plan, the IACHR has worked hard to expand and deepen civil society participation in efforts to fulfil its mandate
. 

The following are some of the main channels and mechanisms currently available for civil society participation in IACHR activities and processes: 

· Public hearings These are held during IACHR Periods of Sessions, both at the Commission’s headquarters and in other countries. The IACHR’s Rules of Procedure regulate how public hearings work. These hearings aim to enable the presentation and exchange of information on major human rights issues in the Americas, and to communicate IACHR efforts. 

· Open meetings These are organized in the context of IACHR Periods of Sessions, country visits, special monitoring mechanisms, Rapid and Integrated Response Coordination Units (RIRCUs), and other IACHR activities, both at the Commission’s headquarters and in other countries. They may have different aims, including hearing the concerns of various organizations, gathering first-hand information about specific issues or situations, and organizing various activities. 

· Bilateral and/or multilateral meetings These may be held in the context of IACHR Periods of Sessions, country visits, special monitoring mechanisms, and other IACHR activities, both at the Commission’s headquarters and in other countries, or through videoconferences. They may have different aims, which include presenting information and discussing initiatives that are either ongoing or being developed. 

· Working meetings These are held in the context of IACHR Periods of Sessions, country visits, and special monitoring mechanisms, or through videoconferences. They seek to promote dialogue among stakeholders (States, petitioners, and/or victims) to encourage progress in cases, friendly settlements, and precautionary measures. 

· Public consultations The IACHR promotes various public consultation processes, which may involve in-person or virtual meetings or the submission of questionnaires and/or letters. Public consultations seek to include contributions from various civil society stakeholders in IACHR activities and processes, such as drafting reports (country reports, thematic reports, annual reports) or building participatory processes (for initial assessment, strategic planning, and so on). 

· Training The IACHR organizes training activities targeting civil society—whether exclusively or with other institutions, in person or remotely, at the IACHR headquarters or in other countries. These activities seek to strengthen the capacity of civil society and to promote its participation in various IACHR efforts.

2. Objectives of this consultation 
This questionnaire seeks to gather feedback and suggestions from civil society stakeholders, to consolidate participation through the available channels and mechanisms and to implement new strategies and dynamics to expand this participation. 

Civil society contributions made by submitting this questionnaire will provide key inputs to draft a public policy document concerning participation in IACHR activities and processes, and to develop dissemination and training materials that encourage civil society participation.  

3. Instructions
This questionnaire can be partially or fully completed. Responses need to be sent by email to CIDHSeguimiento@oas.org before December 31, 2019. Please include the following as the subject of your email: “Consultation questionnaire on consolidating and expanding civil society participation in IACHR activities and processes.” 

If it is not possible to send an email, you may also send us your questionnaire by fax to the number +1 202 458 3650, or mail it to the following postal address:

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) 

Organization of American States (OAS)
1889 F Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20006
United States

4. Questions 
	i. What do you think about the impact of civil society participation in IACHR activities and processes through the channels and mechanisms that are currently available (public hearings, open meetings, bilateral and/or multilateral meetings, working meetings, public consultations, training sessions, and so on)?

	ii. What supplementary efforts might be made to improve the channels and mechanisms that are currently available for civil society participation in IACHR activities and processes?

	iii. What new strategies and/or work dynamics might be developed to expand the participation of civil society in IACHR activities and processes?

	iv. What additional tools and/or resources might boost the participation of civil society in IACHR activities and processes?

	v. Further comments and suggestions concerning the participation of civil society in IACHR activities and processes


� IACHR, Press Release 36/19, “IACHR Reports Unprecedented Outcomes of Its Work in 2018 and Presents Progress Report for the Second Year of the Strategic Plan” (available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2019/036.asp" �http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2019/036.asp�) and IACHR, Press Release 186/19, “IACHR Presents Its Six-Month Performance Report on the Implementation of the Strategic Plan 2017–2021 and the Results of Its Work in the First Half of 2019” (available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2019/186.asp" �https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2019/186.asp�)
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