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AGREEMENTS OF THE THIRD CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTIES TO 

THE MECHANISM TO FOLLOW UP ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT, 
AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, 
“CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ” (MESECVI)
(Adopted in the IV Plenary Session held on March 25, 2011)

The States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” convened at the Third Conference of States Parties to MESECVI on March 24 and 25, 2011, in Antigua, Guatemala;
AFFIRMING that violence against women constitutes a violation of their human rights and fundamental freedoms, and impairs or nullifies the observance, enjoyment, and exercise of such rights and freedoms

CONVINCED that the elimination of violence against women is an essential condition for their individual and social development and for their full and equal participation in all spheres of life; 
RECALLING that, in order to ensure implementation of the provisions contained in the Convention, on October 26, 2004, the First Conference of States Parties to the Convention was held at the Organization of American States (OAS) headquarters and adopted the Statute of the Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” (MESECVI);
RECALLING ALSO that, at the Second Conference of States Parties held in Caracas, Venezuela, on July 9 and 10, 2008, the States Parties adopted the Final Report of the MESECVI on the First Multilateral Evaluation Round, which was referred to the Conference by the Committee of Experts (CEVI);

BEARING IN MIND that, to conclude the First Multilateral Evaluation Round of the MESECVI, the CEVI has referred to this Third Conference of States Parties for consideration the Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the CEVI to the States Parties (MESECVI/II-doc.57/11), adopted at the Sixth Meeting of the Committee of Experts (CEVI), which monitors compliance with the recommendations put forward by CEVI in the Final Report adopted in 2008;

CONSIDERING that, the conclusion of the First Round and the beginning of the next one, provides an opportunity to reflect on progress made in implementing the Convention, the measures that the States Parties have adopted in the institutional strengthening of the MESECVI; and the urgent challenges ahead;

BEARING IN MIND the documents: “Evaluation by CEVI of Progress and Challenges for MESECVI and Proposals for its Strengthening” (MESECVI-III/doc. 58/11), “Functioning and Impact of the First Multilateral Evaluation Round of MESECVI: An Approach based on the Views of Key Stakeholders” (MESECVI-III/doc. 56/11), prepared by Latin American Team on Justice and Gender (ELA); and the recommendations generated by this Third Conference of States Parties;
RECOGNIZING the valuable contributions of civil society organizations to the activities of the Mechanism;
BEARING IN MIND the Consensus of Brasilia and the Declaration on the Inter-American Year of Women, which highlight that racism is a form of generalized violence which limits access to justice and enjoyment of fundamental human rights of indigenous and afro descendent women;
AFFIRMING the need to promote the commitment of the States Parties to assign the necessary resources to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, as well as to continue progressing in the Public Policies, Plans, Programs and Actions developed in various countries, supported by cooperation organizations, bilateral and multilateral international finance agencies, in the fight for the prevention and eradication of every form of violence, including sexual violence;
REAFFIRMING the importance of the MESECVI as an instrument that contributes to the implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará, taking into account the diversity and particularities of the countries of the region; and,
THANKING the governments of Argentina, Brazil, Costa Rica, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, and Venezuela for their financial support so that the MESECVI could be able to advance the process of the Multilateral Evaluation Rounds, 
AGREE:
1. To adopt the recommendations of the Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) (MESECVI–III. doc. 57/11), contained in Annex I. 

2. To make efforts to improve the status and resources of the national mechanisms responsible for implementing, applying and monitoring the Convention of Belém do Pará to prevent, punish and eradicate all forms of violence against women.
3. To renew the commitment by the States Parties to cooperate on strengthening the MESECVI.
4. To promote, with the support of the Technical Secretariat, the cooperation and exchange of best practices and information between the Mechanism and other entities that address violence against women at the sub-regional level, regional and international level; among them the Central American Council of Ministers of Women’s Affairs (COMMCA), the Council for Human and Social Development of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), the Network of Mechanisms for the Advancement of Women of the Andean Region (REMMA), the Specialized Meeting on Women’s Affairs of the MERCOSUR (REM), the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB), the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women), and the World Bank; among others.
5.
To request that the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI explore other forms of cooperation, including the South-South cooperation, in order to offer technical assistance to the States Parties that so require it, in order to comply with the CEVI requirements in the preparation of national reports.
6. To request that the Technical Secretariat prepare a consolidated document with the presentations and results of Panel II on “Indicators on Violence against Women; Comparative Analysis of the Initiatives promoted by the Inter-governmental Mechanisms: Evaluation of the existing ones in the international organizations”.

7. To accept the offer made by the Government of Mexico to consolidate, through its Competent National Authority, a proposal with indicators on violence against women, based on the presentation and results of this Conference’s Panel II and based on its national experience. This would include a review of the current situation as well as technical and budgetary requirements for it to be developed, for referral to the States Parties for consideration.

8. To request that the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) establish and manage a solidarity sub-fund, in accordance with Article 11 of the Statute of the MESECVI and Article 12 of the CEVI Rules of Procedure. To that end, to also request that the Technical Secretariat prepare draft regulations to govern the operation of this fund, for the consideration of the States Parties

9. To reiterate the request for the member states and permanent observers to the OAS to consider contributing the necessary financial and human resources to fully implement the Mechanism and to strengthen its Technical Secretariat.
10.
To request that the Technical Secretariat coordinate a meeting of the Presidency of the Conference of States Parties and the Coordinator of the CEVI with the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) of the OAS, so that they make a presentation on the MESECVI and the importance of its inclusion in the OAS’ program budget of the regular fund. 
11.
To urge the States Parties to support through their delegates to the CAAP, the requests made by the Presidency of the Conference of States Parties before said Committee.
12. To request that the OAS Secretary General consider allocating the necessary human, technical and financial resources for the optimal functioning of the Technical Secretariat and the Mechanism, including identification of external sources of funding, as well as holding a donor’s meeting for this purpose.
13. To promote, in those cases where it has not been done, the appointment of independent experts to the CEVI, as well as their participation in the meetings of the Committee for the purpose of strengthening the technical processes involved in order to conduct the national and hemispheric evaluations. 

14.
To strengthen the implementation measures of the Convention of Belem do Para, in light of the recommendations of the CEVI.

15.
To include in policies on citizen security specific actions aimed to eradicate racism, discrimination and the consequent disadvantages that affect afro descendent, indigenous and peasant women, migrants and minorities.
16.
To continue encouraging the participation of civil society organizations accredited to the OAS in the activities of the Mechanism, in accordance with the legal instruments of the MESECVI. 

17.
To continue responding in a timely manner to the questionnaires adopted in the framework of the multilateral evaluation rounds, so that the results and recommendations can be implemented. 

18.
To define measures to promote the work of the Mechanism at the national level and to request the use of communication strategies of the OAS General Secretariat to publicize it.
19.
To request that the Presidency of this Conference propose, on the occasion of the Forty First OAS General Assembly, the inclusion in the “Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas” of actions for the elimination of violence against women, with emphasis on the situation of vulnerability of migrant women, femicide, trafficking in and smuggling of women and girls, sexual violence and sexual harassment as a problem of citizen security. 

20.
To request that the President of this Conference presents a report to the Fourth Conference based on the follow-up monitoring and periodic reports from CEVI and the Technical Secretariat, as applicable, on the measures adopted and the progress made in implementing these agreements.
FORMULATE THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES:

1.
To request that the Technical Secretariat, based on the document prepared by ELA, submits a proposal to the States Parties that establishes the profile of the Experts and the proceedings for their appointment.
2.
To request that the Technical Secretariat promote dialogue between the Competent National Authorities and the CEVI, convening an annual meeting.

3. To recommend that the CEVI take into account the indicators on violence against women used by the United Nations (UN) Statistics Division and ECLAC.

4.
To recommend to the CEVI that in the Multilateral Evaluation Rounds a specific subject be considered, assigning priority to the issue of access to justice for women.

5.
To establish a work timetable in agreement with the Competent National Authorities and the CEVI, to facilitate and organize the multilateral evaluation process.
THE STATES PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION WISH TO THANK:
1.
The Government of the Republic of Guatemala, the Presidential Secretary for Women and the staff of SEPREM for hosting this Third Conference of States Parties to the Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará.”
2. The Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI for its committed and efficient work throughout the process undertaken since the creation of the MESECVI and for the results obtained.
3. The Executive Secretary of the CIM and international organizations such as UN Women, UNFPA, PAHO and other agencies, for sourcing of resources for participation of a larger number of delegations in this Conference.
Annex I

Summary of the CEVI Recommendations

1. The CEVI considers that concentration of State government efforts only on domestic violence, excluding that perpetrated within the community and by the State, leaves women completely unprotected in the public sphere.

2. The CEVI considers that the States should provide protection against physical, psychological, sexual and economic violence as soon as possible, and report on their progress in the next evaluation round.

3. The CEVI insists on the inclusion in national legislation of rape and other forms of sexual abuse within marriage or de facto marriage, based on rape as broadly defined in the inter-American system, which includes penetration by other parts of the aggressor’s body or objects.

4. The CEVI reasserts its recommendation to the States to eliminate any form that permits conciliation or agreements between the aggressor and the victim.

5. The CEVI again reiterates the importance not only of having effective protective measures but also of developing databases and statistics on the number of protection orders requested in cases of violence against women, the number of orders granted, and any additional information for corroborating their effectiveness.

6. The CEVI notes the importance of inter-sectoral policies, and recommends to the States that they implement them and report on their progress in that regard in the next evaluation round.

7. The CEVI recommends including violence against women within the community or perpetrated by the State in public policies and national plans, in addition to intra-family or domestic violence. 

8. The CEVI underscores that the obligation to evaluate the outcomes of its actions is the responsibility of the State and not of civil society.

9. The CEVI reiterates the need for data and statistics that make possible in-depth determination of the magnitude of violence against women and the usefulness of specialized services for the victims, as well as the adoption of measures for their strengthening and improvement.
10. The CEVI recommends that the States Parties ensure that indigenous women have translation services to enable them to access the judicial system and obtain justice and reparations in cases of violence.

11. The CEVI recommends to the States that they have more forensic doctors, especially in rural areas.

12. The CEVI recommends that the States, when mentioning their health programs for victims of violence against women, describe their characteristics, results and budget allocation, to evaluate its operation and its degree of implementation. This will allow to know the impact of said services on users and to conduct an evaluation and propose improvements

13. The CEVI recommends that the States report within the Second Multilateral Evaluation Round whether they have protocols for the attention of victims of violence, if such protocols have been translated and, in case they were only in the official language, what measures will be taken to ensure their prompt translation.
14. The CEVI again emphasizes the importance of health surveys and population censuses as tools for the production of updated and reliable quantitative data on violence against women.
15. The CEVI recommends to the States that they implement or, if applicable, reorganize their records so that they can provide data on the number of complaints of violence against women, not only on intra-family violence, and on the number of proceedings instituted.

16. The CEVI reaffirms to the States the importance of figures or percentages of budget allocated to victim care programs, women police stations, training of public officials and prevention campaigns, and the possibility of its increase in the short and medium term.
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