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Roundtable: Exchanges and Thoughts on the Return to In-person

Education
Led by the Ministry of Education of Ecuador

&R Framing the Conversation
The objective of this roundtable was to encourage a safe and open exchange on successful experiences or challenges
associated with current strategies for the return to in-person education in schools in the countries of the region.
The call to participate in this roundtable was issued at the request of the Ministry of Education of Ecuador within the
framework of the Hemispheric Action Plan for the Continuity of Education (PHACE by its Spanish acronym) and was
geared to senior officials in charge of risk management, technical authorities coordinating the strategy for the return to
in-person learning in the time of COVID-19, educational policy coordinators, and educational research coordinators.

Common Elements in the . Differentiating Elements .

Region

« The persistent challenge of a high percentage of
students without connectivity access, especially in
rural areas.
The greatest similarities have been in the type of
response in terms of the use of digital platforms,
educational content via television and radio, printed
materials, and support mechanisms.
Academic and socioemotional diagnostic
assessments to learn about the students’ status and
set curriculum priorities.

Trends e

Planning for phased return and constant monitoring
of the progress of cases of infection, considering
infrastructure conditions and other factors.
Implementation  of  alternating  home-school
modalities.

Design and implementation of tracing and early
warning initiatives for students at risk of dropping
out.

« Use of monitoring indictors to learn about the
situation of different schools, including families’
views about the support received.

Implementation of strategies for strengthening the
student-school connection and addressing the
phenomenon of school drop-outs.

Priority given to the return of students at risk of
dropping out.

Creation of hotlines for psychological support.
Design of a physical education curriculum that not
only promotes the development of physical abilities
but serves as a vehicle for the acquisition of life
skills.

Requests @
A second roundtable on this topic was proposed to

discuss progress in developing protocols and
strategies for the gradual return to in-person
learning.

Interest was also expressed in holding a dialogue to
learn about the countries’ different systems for
collecting and managing information, which are
essential for decision-making.

Conclusions and Next Steps 6

As a result of this dialogue, emphasis was placed on the importance of strengthening family-school partnerships and
community relations strategies to ensure educational retention and continuity and on searching for strategies to
address the phenomenon of school drop-outs during the health crisis.

In follow-up to this dialogue, the contributions and input were systematized in a document, and a page was created on
the CIE website to continue the conversation and share documentation.

Invited Countries
Argentina-Chile-Colombia-Costa Rica-Ecuador
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