Inter-American Committee for Education

Report on the Activities of the Authorities and the Executive Committee of the CIE
I.  Background

a) Formation

IN the framework of the Third Meeting of the Ministers of Education under the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, held in Mexico City, August 11-13, 2003, the Secretary of Public Education of Mexico, Dr. Reyes Tamez Guerra, with the participation of the plenary of the Ministers of the Hemisphere, formally created the duties and functions of the Inter-American Commission on Education (CIE), which held its First Meeting on August 13, 2004.

b) Functions:

Based on the Resolution CIDI/RME/RES. 10 (III-O/03), the following functions were assigned to the CIE:
· Receive instructions from the Ministers of Education and carry out the technical/political role to ensure that the commitments assumed at the Ministers’ Meeting materialize into concrete actions;
· Act as a space for advancing in the inter-American dialogue on education;

· Follow-up on mandates and be the link to the Summit process;
· Serve as a breeding ground for ideas and proposals for the mandates of the Summits;

· Make decisions and prepare future ministerial meetings in the realm of education;

· Define priorities in the funding and distribution of the assigned resources.

c) Authorities:
In the Plenary Session, the Ministers approved the Resolution CIDI/RME/RES.8 (III-O/03) in which the formation of an Executive Committee to support the CIE authorities was approved.  The Ministers proceeded to carry out the election of authorities for the first two years.  The elections resulted in the following way: Presidency: Mexico; First Vice Presidency: Trinidad and Tobago; Second Vice Presidency: El Salvador; North American Sub-region: Canada (official) and United States (deputy); Central American Sub-region: Honduras (official) and Nicaragua (deputy); Caribbean Sub-region: Saint Lucia (official) and Bahamas (deputy); MERCOSUR Sub-region: Brazil (official) and Paraguay (deputy) and the Andean Sub-region: Ecuador (1 year official, the other, deputy) and Peru (1 year deputy, the other, official).
The Unit of Social Development and Education affiliated with the General Secretariat of the OAS was designated as the Technical Secretariat.  Currently and in the framework of the restructuring of the OAS (September 2004), the subject of Education was placed under the new Office of Education, Science and Technology, affiliated with the Executive Secretariat of the OAS.  
The Technical Secretariat assumes responsibility of promoting continual communication among the Ministries  through their representatives to the CIE; establishing virtual forums on priority themes of the ministers and encouraging the participation of the countries in them; promoting horizontal cooperation among countries through the exchange of experiences, programs and policies, be it in person, through workshops and seminars, or virtually, through the Web; translating documents and messages to the four official languages of the OAS to maximize the exchange of ideas; providing technical assistance to the Summit and hemispheric projects; and serving as a link between the CIE and international organizations and civil society, and the political authorities of the inter-American system and specifically the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI).
On the other hand, in order to initiate the activities of the CIE, the Ministers approved the Resolution CIDI/RME/RES.9 (III-O/03) that establishes the use of the excess resources to the Sub fund of the Regular Fund Reserve assigned to the sectoral area of Education for US$2,000,000, for support to the activities for the achievement of the mandates of the Summit of the Americas.

Below, a summary is found of the actions and principal accomplishments of the CIE during this period.  A detailed list of the meetings of the CIE and its authorities, with their respective themes and decisions, appears in Appendix 1, attached.
II.  Actions in response to the Mandates of the Summit of the Americas and Meetings of the Ministers of Education

Mandate of the Second Summit of the Americas (Santiago, 1998)

a)  Summit Project:  Regional Project of Educational Indicators (PRIE)
In the framework of the Third Meeting of the Ministers of Education of the CIDI/OAS (Mexico, August 2003), the Ministry of Education of Chile resigned the Coordination of the Regional Project of Educational Indicators (PRIE) and by unanimous decision the participating Ministers designated the Secretariat of Public Education of Mexico as the coordinator for the next 4 years (2003-2007).

For the start of the activities of this second stage of the PRIE, the project had an initial budget of US$182,575, allocated at the Second Meeting of the CIE Authorities (Washington, April 2004).

Those involved in PRIE are:

	Institution
	Responsibility

	SEP, Secretariat of Public Education of Mexico
	Direction of the Project

	OAS, Organization of American States
	Political and Economic Support to the development of the project and hosting of the PRIE website

	UNESCO/OREALC Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean and its Institute of Statistics
	Conduct technical labor on the project and promote interaction with other existing initiatives in the region.

	USAID, United States Agency for International Development
	Financial Contribution

	Countries of the region
	Principal actors and recipients of the project

	Country Committee
	Articulate the management and continuation of the activities of the PRIE


Accomplishments of PRIE
· Integration of the project 2004-2005 with the active participation of countries and international organizations and agencies, aimed at strengthening the sense of belonging to the project on the part of the countries of the region.

· Technical soundness in the organization and recognition of concepts comparable to international standards at the time of the countries’ decision to continue the technical coordination of UNESCO/OREALC and its Institute of Statistics.

· Project orientation to contributing to current international efforts for improvement of the statistics systems of education, preventing duplicity, work overload for the national technical teams and production of potentially contradictory information.

· Sensitization of countries to the information system diagnostic visits.

· Descriptive information produced on the educational situation of the countries of the region, their observed progresses and challenges, including monitoring of the third goal –life-long learning opportunities- that we hope constitute elements for reflection, of particular use for the management and definition of educational policies that allow progress toward the achievement of the 2010 goals of the Summit of the Americas.

· Project proposal for 2006-2007, produced and supplemented by the comments of the Country Committee, technical advisor of the NCES and official of the OAS.  Aimed fundamentally at the identification of new indicators that contribute to monitoring of educational quality, improving existing indicators, formulating an integral program of technical cooperation derived from the diagnostics of information systems that will take place and promoting the use of the information that the project is generating.

· Web design of the PRIE Web site within the OAS Web site, ready to host the publications, announcements and virtual forums of the project.

A calendar detailing all of the meetings and activities of the PRIE is appears attached in Appendix 2.

b)  Hemispheric Forum on the Evaluation of Educational Quality
With respect to the Hemispheric Forum on the Evaluation of Educational Quality, the Ministers decided that Brazil would continue the actions of this important forum.

For continuing the activities of the Hemispheric Forum, the amount of US$141,720.00 was allocated in the Second Meeting of the CIE Authorities (Washington, April 2004).

(lacking information)

Mandates of the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec, 2001) and the Third Meeting of the Ministers of Education (Mexico, 2003)

c) Hemispheric Projects:
Graphic of the Coordination of the Hemispheric Projects:

	Theme
	Hemispheric

Coordinator
	Sub-regional

Coordinators

	Equity with Quality
“Elaboration of the Policies and Strategies for the Prevention of School Failure”
	Argentina
	Bahamas, Nicaragua and Honduras, Colombia, Argentina and Mexico

	Teacher Education
“Responses to the Challenges of Improving the Quality of Recruitment and Selection, Initial Education, Professional Development and Evaluation of Teachers”
	Trinidad and Tobago
	Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, El Salvador, Ecuador and Bolivia

	Secondary Education 
“School Management and Certification for the Training and Accreditation of Labor and Key Competencies at the Second Level of Secondary Education”
	Costa Rica
	Antigua and Barbuda, Costa Rica, Peru, Brazil and Mexico


Equity with Quality

Elaboration of the Policies and Strategies for the Prevention of School Failure 

Hemispheric Coordination: Argentina

Main Objective:

Improve the equity with quality of basic education through the prevention of school failure, generating a system of “preventative actions” to the challenges of over-age, repetition, completion and evaluation of achievements.

Conscious of the vital importance of a quality initial education for children as a mechanism for attaining their physical development, their well-being, optimal development of their intellectual capacity, their creative imagination and their ethical sensibility, the commitment to ensuring equitable opportunities for them was reaffirmed, including for the population with special educational needs, through the continual support of obtaining a safe, healthy and appropriately structured environment.
Moreover, the adoption of support programs was recommended for the children of needy families so that they can remain in schools: scholarship programs, transfers for covering the opportunity costs for those with the most need and other policies of social protection.
In this sense and with the end of responding to the needs of the countries of the Caribbean, a meeting was held for the project “Ready to Learn: An Initial Education of Quality to Prevent School Drop-outs” (Monterrey, Mexico), that will continue to carry out the work already developed in these areas, paying special attention to the needs of information on the educational systems required for the continuation of the educational goals of the Summit of the Americas, and of the hemispheric initiatives agreed to in the Third Meeting of the Ministers of Education in the framework of CIDI/OAS, which constitute the main objective of this project.
Three technical meetings were held on this project with the sub-regional coordinators.  The project report has been given to the Ministers.
Secondary Education

School Management and Certification for the Training and Accreditation of Labor and Key Competencies at the Second Level of Secondary Education

Hemispheric Coordinator: Costa Rica

Main Objective:

Develop methodologies and instruments that allow the construction of national models of education based on labor competencies.  With this model, the education systems of the participating countries will achieve a better transition of its students from initial education to the work world.

The Ministers of Education, in the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education, committed to “make the necessary efforts to expand the coverage of secondary and high-school education, particularly in the technical arena, including the elements necessary for preparing our young people for life, citizenship, and the workplace, and incorporating into that learning process broad elements of creativity, innovation, and the development of entrepreneurial skills, together with an understanding of economic and educational realities, free enterprise, the role of the state, civil society, and the media, and the development of skills and virtues for their incorporation into those realities.”
In the “Workshop for the Caribbean on Secondary Education and Certification of Labor Competencies” (Trinidad and Tobago, August 2004) a commitment was established to make the necessary efforts to expand coverage in middle and secondary education, accompanied by a system of certification of the knowledge and competencies of the students that finish this educational level.

The former has the end of accomplishing the essential objective of producing a hemispheric model integrated by instruments and methodologies for the certification of labor competencies.

This project has held four coordination meetings.  The project report has been given to the Ministers.
Teacher Education 

Responses to the Challenges of Improving the Quality of Recruitment and Selection, Initial Education, Professional Development and Evaluation of Teachers.

Hemispheric Coordinator: Trinidad and Tobago

Main Objective:

Support the definition of public policies of initial education, professional development and evaluation of teachers through the identification of general and specific competencies, capacities and performance standards in connection with the demands of quality, pertinence and efficiency of the educational systems.
In the project “Responses to the Challenge of Improving the Quality of Recruitment and Selection, Initial Education, Professional Development and Evaluation of Teachers in the Countries of the Hemisphere”, the importance was reiterated of the spaces for debate, exchange of experiences and proposals that can be produced among the American States to generate a continual process of education, evaluation, training and professional development of teachers as a tool for facing the challenge of articulating educational policies with social reality, to the end of promoting equity, overcoming the educational gaps between rich and poor and, with the help of modern information and communication technologies, achieving pedagogical models that permit an appropriate professional teacher development.

Some of the countries have collaborated to ensure the successful operation of the new pedagogical techniques in this context, carrying out various activities such as: 1) Integration and harmonization of the national and regional levels to ensure the standardization and the harmonization of all initiatives; 2) Contribution of the regional universities with the institutions of teacher education, to facilitate the constant improvement of the respective programs; 3) Collaboration of governmental agencies, research institutions and universities in all activities.
The actions are based on national evaluation of the current state of the programs of initial, primary and secondary education, including mission and policies, recruitment, minimal competencies for beginning teachers, classification system, bachelor’s degree, professional development, incentives and evaluation policies, standards, capacities, materials, best practices, among others.

Finally, the fundamental objective and the next to be reached in this context, is to support the improvement of educational quality in the Americas, guaranteeing better prepared and qualified teachers, defining policies based on the information provided by comparable indicators, successful experiences and hemispheric collaboration.

The activities of cooperation and follow-up of this project have held five technical meetings during this period.

In the Second Plenary Meeting of the CIE (Washington, October 2004), each Coordinator presented the corresponding progress, noted the financial situation of FEMCIDI for 2005 and delegated to the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE the capacity, it being necessary and consulted with the Hemispheric Coordinators, to make decisions on the use of the reserve sub-funds allocated to the CIDI and complement the funding of the Projects, with the purpose of guaranteeing their successful implementation.
Mandate of the Special Summit (Monterrey, Mexico, 2004)

d)  Questionnaire on Educational Reporting Practices
In continuation of the mandate of the Special Summit of the America, the commitment was made to produce a questionnaire to gather information on the current practices of the Member Countries, to the end of analyzing the characteristics and results of their educational systems to present the results at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, in Argentina (November 2005).

The Technical Secretariat of the CIE, with the support of a work group led by the United States, created this questionnaire and gathered the information by country. 
In this sense, the effort to disseminate the results of national standardized exams that apply to students of primary and secondary education has been considerable.
The last part of the questionnaire explores the dissemination of information that contributes to educational progress, principally to improving and expanding the capacity of teachers, schools and parents to visualize the problems and identify the solutions in an individual and a collective way.  Moreover, dissemination also can direct and strengthen compensatory action of national and local governments, such as contributing to a legislative process more sensitive to the specific needs, period and processes of the educational systems.

The first results of the work on this theme were presented in the Second Plenary Meeting of the CIE (Washington, D.C., October 2004).  The report of this initiative can be found in the information documents of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education.
In the same way, in the framework of the meeting of the Hemispheric Evaluation Forum on the Quality of Education (Brasilia, June 2005), the United States organized a workshop on experiences of dissemination of the results of learning in the Hemisphere, with the participation of the offices of evaluation of some ministries, organizations of civil society that are active in the subject, representatives of the media and the members of the forum.  
Mandate of the Second Meeting of the Ministers of Education (Punta del Este, 2001)
(Declaration against Violence)

e)  Inter-American Program for Democracy, Human Rights and Peace
The Permanent Council of the OAS called the Extraordinary Session “Promotion of Democratic Culture through Education” (Washington, April 2004).  The delegates formed two work groups to make recommendations on how to promote a democratic culture through formal and informal education, evaluated various current initiatives in education for democracy, peace and human rights in the hemisphere and recognized the necessity to strengthen and continue these initiatives through the formation of an Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, based on the commitments of the Ministries of Education and in response to the Mandates of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.

Objectives of the Program:

· Promote greater horizontal cooperation between the different international, national and local actors that work in the field of education for democracy, human rights and peace, through forums and exchange workshops.

· Promote the development and strengthening of pedagogical methods, curriculum, materials and teaching techniques, training and learning of democratic values and practices, inside and outside of the school system.
During the development of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices the Technical Secretariat carried out various activities related to the subject, such as:

1. Developed a Portfolio of Strategies and Programs to Promote a Democratic Culture through Education and supported education ministries in the identification and exchange of consolidated and promising programs, such as innovative methodologies in education for democracy, human rights, and peace.  Support was also given to the exchange of information on its implementation and impact. 

2. Supported the Special Joint Meeting of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Education Committee on Promotion of a Democratic Culture through Education. 

3. Coordinated and disseminated the results of the empirical study Strengthening Democracy in the Americas through Civic Education:  An Empirical Analysis Highlighting the Opinions of Students and Teachers.  This study, coordinated by the Technical Secretariat and funded by the Permanent Mission of the United States to the OAS, was conducted by experts from the University of Maryland.

4. Participated in the development of a project led by the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy of the OAS and the UNED, that is currently being implemented in a pilot stage in Peru, and whose objective is to prepare teachers through virtual tools on how to teach and incorporate into their curriculum this Inter-American Democratic Charter.

5. Organized and implemented a seminar on education for democracy on September 20-24, at OAS General Secretariat headquarters, in Washington, D.C. in conjunction with the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy and CIVITAS International.

6. Organized with the Ministry of Education of Colombia a Knowledge Sharing Workshop on “Citizen Competencies” from April 25-30 in Bogota, Colombia where 14 other countries participated.

7. Organized together with the Ministry of Education of Colombia a Workshop on “Citizenship Competencies” April 25-30, 2005 in Bogota, Colombia.  Its objective was to understand what it means to be competent citizens and how to establish standards for supporting and promoting a democratic conduct and knowledge among students of school age.  Fourteen member state delegations participated

III.  Technical Cooperation for the strengthening of achievements

As defined in the functions of the CIE, channels of communication with various organizations have been established, to effect of constructing the synergies necessary in common subjects.  At this day, work meetings were held with organizations like the Inter-American Committee for Science and Technology, the Inter-American Commission of Women, the Inter-American Committee for Social Development, International Inclusion and the Inter-American Organization for Higher Learning.  In addition, the CIE, through the Technical Secretariat, maintained a permanent dialogue on the priorities and actions taken by other international agencies that work in education, such as the civil society organizations.
Consultation with International Organizations

The Interagency Meeting on Education, organized by the Technical Secretariat took place on July 25, 2005 in Washington, DC.  The participating organizations were PAHO, CEPAL, UNICEF, IDB, USAID, World Bank and the OAS.  The president of CIDI and ambassador of Jamaica to the OAS, Gordon Shirley, also participated.  The meeting was convened in order to discuss the upcoming Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education of the Americas, the priorities set for it and strategies for strengthening inter-agency cooperation in education.  The agreements reached at the inter-agency meeting were:
(a) Commit to periodic inter-agency meeting incorporating all organizations with interests in education in Latin America, in order to share current projects and coordinate activities. These meetings could take place every six months and could incorporate specific themes so that the agencies share the results of new studies and projects that are being carried out.

(b) Explore the possibility of having an educational database of all of the organizations, like a “clearinghouse” that contains all pertinent information on priorities and actions of each organization.
(c) Develop an integrated inter-agency calendar of education events planned for 2005-2006.
(d) Reiterate efforts to establish a matrix of the activities of each organization, coordinated by CEPAL and UNESCO/OREALC.
(e) Open an Inter-agency virtual forum on the Funding and Administration of Education, as it was agreed in the inter-agency meeting on Cooperation in Education in Latin American and the Caribbean, held on April 28, 2005.
Consultation with Civil Society and International Organizations
Consultation with Civil Society Organizations

The CIE requested that the OEST use the tools at its disposal to ensure that civil society organizations and international agencies are consulted on ministerial priorities. To this end, the OEST organized, built and implemented a site for a Virtual Consultation with Civil Society organizations from May 31 – July 7, 2005.  As moderator for the event the CIE Authorities selected the Inter-American Organization of Universities whose report (RME-…) recounts a month long discussion about the issues that Ministers have chosen to address in the IV Meeting of Ministers. The report, given to the Ministers at their Meeting, also makes some recommendations about ways in which the civil society could have greater input into the priority setting process.

IV.  Funding
a)  Project Funding through the Special Monetary Fund of CIDI/OAS (FEMCIDI)
As a part of the agreements reached in the Second Plenary Meeting of the CIE, The preparation and circulation of a report was requested of the Technical Secretariat that explored the creation of mechanism that allow the CIE to review, evaluate and select the projects presented for funding with the account of education of FEMCIDI, with the purpose of informing the members of the requested mechanism and explaining the procedure for using the mechanism in order to participate more directly in the process of the review of the projects of FEMCIDI.
The Authorities and Executive Committee of CIE established lines of collaboration with the Chancelleries and the Permanent Mission of the Member States of the OAS in order to initiate the reform of the regulations of the Special Monetary Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI) that allows the CIE to perform functions of evaluation and qualification of projects currently in the charge of the Non Permanent Specialized Committee of Education (CENPE).
b) Funding through the Special Reserve Sub-fund allocated to Education – Report of Execution to March 9, 2005.  Information registered by the Technical Secretariat.

The Ministers of Education of the Americas approved in their Third Meeting (Mexico, August 2003), the use of the Reserve Funds of the OAS to initiate actions directed to serving the mandates of the Summits of the Americas.
	Regional Educational Indicators Project (PRIE)
	US$182,575

	 
	

	Evaluation Forum of Educational Quality
	US$141,720

	 
	

	"Ready to Learn"  Workshop
	 

	 
	

	First Workshop
	US$28,496

	Second Workshop
	US$13,200

	
	

	CIE – Technical Secretariat
	

	Technical Support to the CIE (2004)
	US$30,000

	 
	

	 Preparation for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers and support to the CIE (2005)
	US$42,613

	 
	

	 Preparatory Meeting for the Fourth Ministerial
	US$13,181

	 
	

	TOTAL
	 US$451,785


In the same way, financial support has been received from other international agencies, as in the case of USAID, which supported the activities of the PRIE with US$243,575.

V.  Achievements of the CIE
· The seed fund for hemispheric initiatives that serve the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and the Ministerial Meetings.

· Seminars, workshops and publications were produced for the accomplishment of the objectives stipulated in the two Summit and Hemispheric Projects.

· The construction of synergies in technical cooperation with others institutions of international character was strengthened.

· Improvement of the systems of information and statistics of the educational systems of the hemisphere.

· Dissemination of information that has permitted transparency and support to the actions of government supporting public policies.

VI.  Challenges
· Initiate projects with the use of the Mexican educational satellite (EDUSAT) of continental coverage to support the Hemispheric Projects in order to materialize the Agreement of Cooperation SEP-OEA for the free use of the EDUSAT Network, agreed in the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education (Mexico, August 2003).
· Support with educational materials of all countries of the OAS the Educational Channel of the Americas (CEA-27), determined in the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education of the Americas (Mexico, August 2003).

· Improve the mechanisms for intervention of the CIE in the evaluation of Projects supported by FEMCIDI, to the end that this Fund support projects of quality on priority themes defined at the Summit of the Americas and the Meetings of the Ministers of Education.

· Encourage the active participation of the countries in activities developed by mandate of the Ministers.

Appendices

I.  Meetings of the CIE

The Authorities and the Executive Committee of the CIE have held work meetings with the purpose of observing the development of each of the themes in its scope, these efforts are detailed in the following table:

	Meeting
	Date
	Location
	Central Theme

	First Session

	August 13, 2003
	México City
	· Analyze the role of the CIE for following-up on the Mandates of the Summit of the Americas and ministerial commitments.
· Review of the Situation of the existing Summit Projects and their possible support to the hemispheric projects.
· Presentation of the Hemispheric Projects and definition of the Work Plan and responsibilities of the Coordinators.

	Working Meeting of the Coordinators of Hemispheric Projects
	November 17 and 18, 2003
	Washington, D.C.
	· Define the role of the coordinators of the Hemispheric Projects, like strengthening technical and logistical aspects through a plan of action, the relationship and alliances between them and others and the support of the Technical Secretariat.

	First Meeting of the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE

	December 4 and 5, 2003
	Washington, D.C.
	· Review the mechanisms of cooperation and funding for supporting the Summit and Hemispheric Projects, like the Meetings of the CIE and its Authorities.
· Search for support and alliances with other organisms of the OAS and with other international funding organizations. 

· Review of progress and allocation of reserve funds to priority projects.

	Second Meeting of the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE
	April 15 and 16, 2004
	Washington, D.C.
	· Support the educational commitment of the Special Summit of the Americas, through the Questionnaire of Educational Reporting Practices.

	Informal Meeting of the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE
	June 28, 2004
	Cancún, Quintana Roo, México
	· Presentation of the projects of Educational Indicators (PRIE) and the Hemispheric Forum on Evaluation together.

· Preparation for the Meetings of PRIE and Hemispheric Evaluation Forum.

· Review the progress of the preparation of the “Questionnaire of Educational Reporting Practices”.  

	Third Meeting of the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE
	October 17, 2004
	Washington, D.C.
	· Preparation for the Second Plenary Meeting of the CIE:
· Document Review
· Approval of the Thematic Agenda

	Second Plenary Meeting of the CIE

	October 18-19, 2004
	Washington, D.C.
	· Analyze the progress since the Third Ministerial meeting.

· Present the Plan of Action for the Fourth Ministerial in Trinidad and Tobago.

· Prepare the Agenda for the Fourth Ministerial Meeting.
· Follow-up on the Summit and Hemispheric Projects.
· Establish lines of action for the Summit of the Americas.

	Fourth Meeting of the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE
	February 15 and 16, 2005
	Washington, D.C.
	· Implement the mechanisms of cooperation and follow-up for the preparatory work of the Fourth Ministerial Meeting of the Americas.
· Review the process of rotation of the Authorities of the CIE.

	Preparatory Meeting for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education
	May 12 and 13, 2005
	Washington, D.C.
	· Prepare the documents of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education and establish a time table of work in preparation for the meeting. 
· Additional Proposals of Themes to be discussed.

· Discussion about relevant aspects of the Declaration of Scarborough.


II.  Meetings of the PRIE
In the Meeting of the Planning and Definition of the Strategies of the PRIE (Cancun, June 2004), the representatives for the formation of the Committee participating in the project were chosen and their plan of actions was defined.

This committee was formed by: Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, El Salvador, Chile, Uruguay and Colombia.

Actions of Technical Cooperation

July 14-17, 2004  Meeting with the directors of Educational Statistics and Information of Central America (CECC)  Panama, Panama.  Presentation of project to share experiences and joint activities of interest for the region.

August 17-19, 2004  Two Technical Meetings, Santiago, Chile

PRIE – Evaluation of Quality – UNESCO/OREALC/LABORATORIO  Theme: Develop the actions of the PRIE on the matter of indicators to evaluate educational quality.

PRIE UNESCO/OREALC Technical Meeting  Theme:  Define the calendar of activities, cost per funding source, develop the bases for integrating the Inter-institutional Agreement.

October 20, 2004  Meeting with official of the Trust for the Americas  Dario Soto (Mexico, D.F.)  Review of the terms of the agreement and technical financial assistance.  

October 21-26, 2004  Meeting with National Coordinators of the Latin American Laboratory of the Evaluation of Quality in Education LLECE  (Havana, Cuba).  Generate agreements and compromises, plan activities and strategies in relational to the development of standards and indicators of academic achievement, using existing regional evidence.

October 28, 2004  Presentation of the report and progress of activities to the OAS  Washington, D.C.

November 24-27, 2004  First Meeting of the Country Committee and the Committee of Regional Initiatives  Activity 1.2 of the Development and Analysis of Indicators component.

2005

January 21 and 22, 2005  Meeting of UNESCO and Statistics Canada  called and financed by the latter institution.  Theme: Analysis of the policies of equity in education and a concrete proposal of indicators to evaluate and measure this concept.

January 24-25, 2005  Technical Coordination Meeting UNESCO/OREALC/LABORATORIO-PRIE Mexico – Evaluation of Quality Project, Brazil.  Theme: Develop the terms of reference for the studies that Brazil will realize as a part of its Evaluation of Education project and plan joint actions and the participation of the PRIE officials of the Countries to the Second Hemispheric Forum.

February 20-25, 2005  Monitor Training Workshop  Activity 2.2 of the Technical Cooperation component  Punta del Este, Uruguay.

March 13-17, 2005  Latin America Regional Workshop  Activity 2.4 of the Technical Cooperation component, held in Bogotá, Colombia.

June 15, 2005  Thematic sub-regional workshops  Brasilia, Brazil  Second Hemispheric Forum on Evaluation of Quality in Education  Activity 2.5 of the Technical Cooperation Component.

July 6-8, 2005  Meeting of the Country Committee  Held in Santiago, Chile at the UNESCO/OREALC offices.  Thematic sub-regional workshops Technical Cooperation Component.

