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I. Background: 

The Inter-American Democratic Charter expresses an integral vision of human development where social, economic and political dimensions are inextricably linked. This vision recognizes the fight against poverty as essential for the consolidation and strengthening of democracy.  Poverty breeds insecurity, violence, and corruption which all weaken democratic institutions. Over the past two decades, inequities have risen sharply in Latin America and the Caribbean (World Bank, 2004). In this context, Heads of State have turned their efforts to the democratization of education
 as a means of fighting poverty and strengthening democracy.  Article 16 of the Inter. American Democratic Charter states: 

“Education is key to strengthening democratic institutions, promoting the development of human potential, and alleviating poverty and fostering greater understanding among our peoples. To achieve these ends, it is essential that a quality education be available to all, including girls and women, rural inhabitants, and minorities.”  

In addition, member states have become increasingly interested in education for democracy, civic, and peace in order to respond to the rising levels of instability, violence, and political disengagement inside and outside of schools (OAS, 2004).  Articles 26, 27, and 28 of the Inter. American Democratic Charter express the OAS commitment to promoting a democratic culture through education and specify that “Special attention shall be given to the development of programs and activities for the education of children and youth as a means of ensuring the continuance of democratic values, including liberty and social justice (Art. 27)”. 

Echoing the General Assembly mandates, the Declaration Against Violence states,  “…as the Ministers of Education of the Americas, we commit ourselves to emphasize nonviolence and a culture of peace within the educational initiatives that form and reinforce our national and sub-regional  values, and also promoting the construction of a Continental Program for Values in Education for 2003.”  (Declaration Against Violence. II Meeting of the Ministers of Education in the framework of CIDI, Punta del Este, Uruguay) 

The General Assembly also requested specific actions from the General Secretariat. Resolution AG/RES. 1869, entitled “Promotion of Democratic Culture” requested that the Unit for Social Development and Education (UDSE) conduct a study to determine how member states include instruction on democratic values and principles in their educational curricula. In response to this mandate, the UDSE coordinated a research project entitled “Strengthening Democracy in the Americas through Civic Education: An Empirical Analysis Highlighting the Views of Students and Teachers”. The final report of this effort was published in January, 2004 and during the course of this year the Unit has been actively disseminating its results. 

At the III Meeting of the Ministers of Education in Mexico, Ministers requested that the Inter-American Committee on Education "… organize a meeting before the end of the year to share our programs in values education in order to strengthen the decision we made in Punta del Este to promote education for peace and against violence...".  (Resolution No.10 (III-0/03), III Meeting of Ministers of Education, August 2003)
In response to both Resolution 10 and Resolution 1957 of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council of the OAS held a special meeting on the “Promotion of a Democratic Culture through Education” at the headquarters of the OAS in April of 2004.   One of the sessions of the meeting was devoted to a presentation of the report prepared by the UDSE, entitled “Strengthening Democracy in the Americas through Civic Education”. Ministers, Vice-Ministers, and members of the Inter-American Committee on Education participated at the special session. At the meeting, a working group drafted the initial guidelines for the Inter American Program on Education for Democracy, Human Rights and Peace (see annex 1). These guidelines have been developed in the sections below. 

II. Conceptual Framework

 At the international level, several organizations and bodies are working on education for democracy, civics, human rights and peace. These include the OAS, the Inter American Committee on Education (CIE), the Inter American Development Bank (IDB), the World Bank, UNESCO, and the Organization of Ibero American States (OEI).  At the national level, member states are in the process of designing and implementing a variety of programs aimed at promoting democratic values and a culture of peace in youth and students. In addition to government, civil society groups are active providers of civic education, education for democracy, and education for human rights and peace programs in both the formal and non-formal education sectors. Finally, some media groups have been active in the field of education for democracy, human rights, and peace. Yet many of these efforts at the international, national, and local levels are isolated, uncoordinated, and in some cases duplicated. 

The Inter American Program on Education for Democracy, Human Rights and Values will promote horizontal cooperation between different actors involved in education for democracy, human rights, and peace at all these levels by providing access to up-to-date information on what the key actors and groups are doing in the field. This information will include policy and program information, evaluations, and diagnostic studies. The Program will use the CONARED/KSAN methodology and tools developed by the OAS in order to compile and systematize the information gathered. The methodology employed will be participatory and decentralized.
  

In addition, the Program will create an Inter-American Observatory for Empirical and Qualitative Research and Evaluation in Education for Democracy, Human Rights and Peace. The Program will also seek to increase cooperation between international organizations, countries, and civil society by means of forums and workshops. The programs analyzed in the workshops will be chosen from a supply and demand matrix of the consolidated programs presented in the portfolio from both ministries of education and civil society.  

III. Objectives :

1. Inform the Inter-American debate on education’s role in preserving and strengthening democracy, human rights, and peace through  program information, research (empirical and qualitative), and diagnostic tools.

2. Promote increased horizontal cooperation between different international, national, and local institutions and actors working on education for democracy, human rights and peace through forums and exchange workshops. 

IV. Mechanisms for Action 
The Inter-American Program will contain three mutually reinforcing components: 

a) Virtual Component: The virtual component involves the construction of an on-line observatory that will facilitate:

a) The identification and systematization of consolidated programs and promising practices in the formal and non-formal education sectors. 

b) An on-line portfolio of consolidated programs informal and non formal education.

c) An on-line database for research methodologies and tools for education for democracy, human rights, and peace. 

d) An on-line database for empirical and qualitative research and evaluation in education for democracy, human rights, and peace.

e) An on-line clearinghouse for curricular and pedagogic materials in education for democracy, human rights, and peace. 

f) An on-line forum for dialogue on policies, programs, and issues in education for democracy, human rights and peace.

b) Research Component: The Program will promote research activities designed to obtain a better understanding of the different dimensions that comprise citizenship formation in the Americas. The research will be comparative in nature and will be carried out by the General Secretariat in partnership with the Ministries of Education, the academic sector and civil society groups. Knowledge generated by this component will serve as input for other components of the Program. Suggested activities include:

a. Dissemination, through seminars, workshops and video conferences, of the results and methodology derived from the UDSE research project: “Strengthening Democracy in the Americas through Civic Education.”

b. Carry out similar empirical research in countries interested in replicating similar designs as the ones used in the UDSE project.

c. Qualitative research aimed at systematizing innovative programs for citizenship formation, both at the formal and non-formal levels. 

c)  On-site component: The on-site component will involve two types of activities per year:

a. An Inter-American Seminar for Education for Democracy, Human Rights, and Peace. This annual seminar will include participation from International Organizations, Ministries of Education, Civil Society Groups and representatives from academic institutions working in the field. 

b. Two exchange workshops based on consolidated programs in the formal and non-formal sectors. The programs will be selected from a supply and demand matrix of the portfolio of consolidated programs.  

V. Action Areas 

The program will focus on the following key areas defined as priorities by member countries in the program guidelines:

· Definitions and principles generated about/on democracy, education, citizenship (citizen profile, citizen competencies for democratization). 

· Precedents in education for democracy, human rights, and peace.

· Socio-economic dimension

· Includes aspects related to equity and social inclusion (access, prevent drop-out and promote student achievement; multiculturalism, multilingualism, and attention to vulnerable groups)

· Institutional Dimension

· Includes the role of governmental institutional structures (secretaries, national ministries, states/ provinces/ municipalities)

· School-Community Dimension 

· Includes aspects of transformation of school management (planning, self evaluation, participation of the school in the community) 

· Pedagogic Dimension

· Includes aspects related to curriculum, processes, methodologies, materials, pedagogic practices in the classroom

VI. Actions of the Ministry of Education of Colombia

· The Ministry of Education in Colombia will organize and host the annual Seminar on Education for Democracy, Human Rights, and Peace.
VII. Actions of the Ministries of Education of the Member States of the OAS

· The Ministries of Education will continue to submit their consolidated programs to the OAS to share with other countries. 

· The Ministries of Education will provide research and materials for the on-line Inter American Clearinghouse. 

· Those Ministries interested in hosting a horizontal cooperation workshop will provide counterpart funds to complement airfare and per diem funds provided by the program.

· The above actions will be reviewed by the member states and additional actions will be identified and completed by the delegates at the II Meeting of the Inter American Committee on Education on October 18-19, 2004.
VIII. Actions of the Inter American Committee on Education  

· Will inform their Ministers and Vice-Ministers on the advances of the Program and will actively pursue the participation of their ministries in the Program. 

· Will finance the initial stage of the Inter American Program on Education for Democracy, Human Rights, and Education. 

· The above actions will be reviewed and additional actions will be identified and completed by the delegates at the II Meeting of the Inter American Committee on Education on October 18-19, 2004.
IX. Actions of the Permanent Council of the Organization of the American States
· To be completed by the Ambassadors of the Permanent Council 

X. Actions of the General Secretariat of the OAS 

· The Office for Education, Science and Technology (OEST) will continue disseminating the results of its study, “Strengthening Democracy in the Americas through Civic Education”, and will seek appropriate partnerships  to continue its research efforts in order to contribute in the identification of the best educational practices for citizenship formation in democratic societies.
· The Office for Education, Science and Technology (OEST) will manage the on-line component of the Inter American Program using the existing tools and mechanisms of CONARED/KSAN that includes web pages, forums, on line questionnaires, and databases. 

· With  collaboration from the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy,  the OEST will continue to provide support to member states with teacher training workshops focused on education for democracy, human rights, and peace;  and in the design and implementation of the on- line course for teachers on the Inter American Democratic Charter.

· The OEST will organize the horizontal cooperation workshops of those consolidated programs selected by countries. 

· The OEST will seek out the financial and technical support from other international organizations and actors involved in similar activities. 

XI. Actions of Civil Society Organizations 

· To be submitted to civil society groups for their consideration. 

XII. FINANCING 

1)
Research Component: Strengthening Democracy in the Americas through Citizenship Formation


$ 150.000 U.S.D. per year to cover the costs of the following activities:

· Install an advisory group which will include renown specialists in the field

· Disseminate through seminars, workshops and video conferences the results and methodology of the study “Strengthening Democracy in the Americas through Civic Education”

· Assist member countries interested in replicating aspects of the study.

· Select, with the assistance of the Advisory Group and the IACE, innovative programs in the region in order to analyze them in depth to produce a compendium of lessons learned and best practices in the field of citizenship formation.  

2) Virtual Component: Observatory for Diagnostics and Evaluations 

$ 30,000 U.S.D. per year to cover the costs of the following activities: 

· Identification and systematization of consolidated programs and promising practices in the formal and non-formal education sectors. 

· Create and manage an on-line database for research and evaluation methodologies for education for democracy, human rights, and peace. 

· Manage an on-line database for empirical and qualitative research and evaluation in education for democracy, human rights, and peace.

· Create an on-line clearinghouse for curricular and pedagogic materials in education for democracy, human rights, and peace. 

· Organize and moderate an on-line forum for dialogue on policies, programs, and issues in education for democracy, human rights and peace.  

3)
On-site Component:   Inter American Seminar and Horizontal Cooperation Workshops 

$50,000 per year to cover the costs of the Inter American Seminar on Education for Democracy, Human Rights, and Peace. 

· Costs will include airfare and per diem expenses for participating countries and organizations. $35,000 for participating ministries and $15,000 for participating civil society organizations.  Colombia will manage these funds. 

$20,000 per year for a full time consultant in Colombia to prepare the Seminar. 

$50,000 ($25,000 per Horizontal Cooperation Workshop x 2 workshops)

· Includes airfare and per diem for 15 representatives of ministries of education 

· Includes costs for preparation and follow up activities 

· Includes airfare and per diem for representatives of countries to participate in exchange. (In order to be eligible your country must have submitted consolidated program information and be an active participant in the forum discussions). 

· Host country will provide all other miscellaneous costs. 

Annex: 

Special Session of the Permanent Council

“Promotion of a democratic culture through education”

Washington, DC -April 12-13 of 2004

Work group on formal education: proposal of concrete actions 
Moderator: 

Lorenzo Gomez-Morin, Sub-Secretary of Basic Education in Mexico.

a) The work group recognizes and values current initiatives in education for democracy, peace, and human rights in the hemisphere. The group also recognizes the need to strengthen and to continue to promote these initiatives.

b) The work group proposes the development of an Inter American Program to promote and strengthen the mentioned initiatives. 

c) The work group recommends to the team developing the program that the following guidelines be considered:  

· The program will be the result of the commitments assumed by the secretaries/ministries of education. 

· The program will respond to the mandates of the Inter American Charter of the OAS. 

· The program should emphasize the commitment of member states to democracy.

· The program should not be prescriptive nor should it be the only program. 

· The program should reflect the decision of member states to promote education (formal and non formal) of democratic citizens.  


· The program should promote inter American cooperation.
d) The work group recommends to the team developing the program that the following ideas and concepts be developed: 

· Definitions and principles generated about/on democracy, education, citizenship (citizen profile, citizen competencies for democratization). 

· Precedents in education for democracy

· Socio-economic dimension

· Includes aspects related to equity and social inclusion (access, prevent drop-out and promote student achievement; multiculturalism, multilingualism, vulnerable groups)

· Institutional Dimension

· Includes the role of governmental institutional structures (secretaries, national ministries, states/ provinces/ municipalities)

· School-Community Dimension 

· Includes aspects of transformation of school management (planning, self evaluation, participation of the school in the community) 

· Pedagogic Dimension

· Includes aspects related to curriculum, processes, methodologies, materials, pedagogic practices in the classroom

· A compilation of education experiences in member countries and an assessment of their achievements.  
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� Democratization of education refers to the widening  access to quality education for all citizens 


� The OAS has developed a decentralized and participatory methodology called CONARED/KSAN and a series of online and on-site mechanisms to support its implementation. Countries and civil society organizations will identify and submit information on their own consolidated programs. These programs adhere to agreed upon criteria that ensure quality and sustainability. The Ministers of Education of the Americas endorsed this methodology at the III Meeting of the Ministers of Education and requested that the OAS continue to develop and expand this initiative.(Declaration from Mexico, CIDI/RME/DEC.4 (III-O/03).
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