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1. A purpose statement or commitment.  This is important in setting the tone for the declaration by stating the overriding theme.

We, the Ministers of Education are committed to ensuring quality education for all while recognizing that the many diverse social and cultural characteristics of our people and the geopolitical realities, impact on the decisions we make for quality in education. 
2. A statement that talks about why education is important and deserves financial support and investment.  This speaks about the right of every citizen to quality education (tying it to the Summit’s focus on Human Rights) and the responsibility of the state to provide that essential element for consolidating democracy and ensuring a high quality education for all.

3. A context statement which gives historical weight to the declaration and locates it in terms of progress on Summit themes

4. This paragraph should explain why the Ministers are meeting  “to reflect on common problems and take cooperative actions to address these problems as appropriate”
5. A CIE statement.  The Ministers formed this body.  They should state their assessment of the CIE, the vision they have for the CIE and maybe review their responsibilities as they see fit.
6. A recognition statement and assessment to the Technical Secretariat and the Organization of American States as a whole.

7. Recognition of Millennium Goals, Education for ALL targets, Summit Targets etc.

8. FTAA.  There is a need for increased collaboration between the countries of the hemisphere to share innovations, develop common standards as a contribution to the free trade Area of the Americas.

9. Free and fair trade requires equity and quality of human resource development – innovative and competitive minds capable of collaborating and meeting the global challenges of the new era.
10. We need to reiterate the statement (Mexico, 2003), which speaks of support for multicultural and bilingual education in the region. T&T and the Caribbean are especially interested in this since our Caribbean experience in multiculturalism is rich and our people have their own dialects plus English, French or Dutch as the language in school.
11. A statement that shows that the Ministers have assessed the hemispheric projects and agree about their importance and the need to continue to support them.

12. We would like to see a reinforcement of shared experiences and knowledge through consolidated programs, exchange of teachers, (native speakers), curriculum officers (ministry personnel to countries with best practices), students (school partnerships), researchers (UIS, PRIE, Latin Laboratory) in order to build capacity in Caribbean countries and offer relevant opportunities to all countries to identify lessons learned.
13. Thematic priority statements:

a. Education for employment (creation of decent work) 
i. Secondary Education (School to work transition, certification)

b. Education for Governance (Includes leadership and democracy) 
i. Education of values for human rights and democracy

ii. Civil society partnerships for progress in education initiatives

c. Education for integral development
i. Teacher education (Quality, Finance, Governance, Curriculum and Programs)

ii. Equity with quality (Inclusion, ECCE)

iii. Assessment (National, regional and international comparative studies)

iv. Education indicators to monitor quality

v. Inter-Agency cooperation to finance quality and equity in education

vi. Science education and the integration of technology in the curriculum and teaching with the collaboration of COMCYT.

14. Commitments that lead to resolutions.  Some examples of areas to include:

a. A statement on the digital divide is needed and we also need to support the OAS contribution to the CKLN, the role of the Institute for Connectivity of the Americas should be affirmed.

b. Support of decentralization of education systems to give local autonomy within an overall state framework and illustrate the promotion of democracy recognizing the diversity of a people contributing to genuine quality improvement.

c. A statement which calls on the CIE to continue to facilitate and monitor the achievement of the mandates of the Ministers and Heads of Government.
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