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V MEETING OF THE AUTHORITIES AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

November 9-10, 2005

Gabriela Mistral Salon, OAS General Secretariat Building, Washington D.C., USA

Meeting Report and Agreements

BACKGROUND:

During the Fourth Meeting of the Ministers of Education held in Scarborough, Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, on August 10-12, 2005 the Ministers elected new Authorities and a new Executive Committee of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE). The officers for the 2005-2007 period are:

President:



Trinidad and Tobago –Marva Ribeiro

1st Vice President:   


Brazil – Claudia Soares
2nd Vice President:


Venezuela – Marianela Leon Gonzalez
North America Subregion:

United States, Mexico (alternate)
Andean Subregion:


Ecuador and Peru



Mercosur/Southern Cone Subregion:
Paraguay and Argentina

Central America Subregion:

Nicaragua and Panama

Caribbean Subregion:


Barbados and Saint Lucia

The first meeting of the new Committee was held on the August 12, 2005 in Scarborough.  During this session, it was agreed that the V Meeting of the Authorities and Executive Committee of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) would be held on November 14 and 15, 2005 at the Organization of American States Headquarters.  Later, this date was changed to November 9 and 10, 2005 to accommodate those officers who also would need to travel to attend the IDB Regional Policy Dialogue on November 7 and 8, 2005.   Those who participated were: the President, the Second Vice President, and delegates representing the five sub-regions of the hemisphere, including: Barbados, Brazil, Ecuador, El Salvador, United States, Grenada, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, and Venezuela. For the first time, a member (1st Vice President) who was unable to attend participated via telephone.  

PROCEEDINGS:

Dr. Alice Abreu, Director of the Office of Education, Science and Technology (OEST), welcomed the CIE authorities and underscored that this is an important and opportune time to meet given the recently concluded IV Summit of the Americas, in which important commitments assumed by the Ministers of Education in Scarborough were ratified.

Ambassador Carmen Marina Gutierrez, Director of the Office of Development Policies and Programs of the Secretariat of Integral Development (SEDI), confirmed the support of her office for the CIE and for achieving the mandates of the Ministers of Education, commitments of the Heads of State and Government in the Summits, Millennium goals, and the third chapter of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.

The President of the Meeting, Dr. Marva Ribeiro, Head of the International Cooperation Initiatives Unit, Ministry of Education of Trinidad & Tobago, outlined the objectives of the meeting and her expectations for what she hopes will be accomplished during her presidency, from 2005 to 2007.

The Head of the Division of Education and Culture of the OEST, Lenore Yaffee Garcia, presented the CIE’s achievements for the period just concluded and explained the role of the Technical Secretariat in promoting dialogue and horizontal cooperation among the Ministries of Education of the member states, in support of the CIE.


The meeting’s objectives focused on the: 
· Drafting of a work plan for 2005-2007 based on the Declaration of Scarborough and its Commitments to Action and the Declaration and Commitments to Action from the IV Summit.
· Review of the present state of Summit and Hemispheric projects (presentations were made by coordinators of the projects) and related activities including RELPE, KSAN/CONARED, Education Portal of the Americas, EDUSAT.  
· Analysis of new proposals presented by member states to the CIE (a project profile template was given for use by those wishing to submit project concepts and proposals).
The meeting closed with the presentation by Dr Marva Ribeiro to Dra. Isabel Farha, of a framed version of the Vote of Appreciation (CIDI/RME/RES. 14 (IV-O/05) to Dr. Daniel Gonzalez-Spencer, former President of CIE. 
The meeting reached the following agreements:
AGREEMENTS

Following the Delegates’ deliberations within the agreed-upon work schedule, the following agreements were adopted by the Authorities and Executive Committee by consensus:

1. The 2005-2007 draft Work Plan was approved with the modifications agreed upon during the meeting.  Suggestions by the CIE President were accepted; namely, to maximize dialogue and horizontal cooperation; choose priorities with clear goals and criteria; strengthen the CIE’s role in project evaluation; establish formal procedures for the follow-up of mandates; develop a “Marketing Plan” for CIE and OEST to disseminate their activities, beginning with a quarterly journal; and increase the participation of civil society and other cooperation agencies.  

2. The following Meeting Calendar was adopted for 2006-2007 for the Authorities and Executive Committee, as well as the Third Plenary Meeting, of the CIE:
VI Meeting of Authorities and Executive Committee, April 2006.

III Plenary Meeting of the CIE, end of September 2006.

VII Meeting of Authorities and Executive Committee, November 2006.

Preparatory Meeting for the V Meeting of the Ministers of Education, June 2007.

V Meeting of the Ministers of Education, September 2007.

Member states were requested to propose a location for the V Meeting of the Ministers of Education and other approved meetings described in the calendar.  The meeting dates for 2007 will be ratified at the VII Meeting of Authorities and Executive Committee, November 2006.

3. Following a detailed analysis of the special sub-fund for Summit-related education projects (“education sub-fund") administered by the OEST, as of November 2005, there is a balance of US $1,559,092, in addition to $28,163 that has already been committed to specific activity accounts but has not been disbursed.  

4. With respect to the balance of $10,877 under Component 3 "Early Childhood Education,” the delegate from Mexico observed that when the CIE had previously approved $13,200 from the subfund for the activities of Ready to Learn 2005, it did so with the understanding that the $10,877 remaining from Ready to Learn 2004 activities would be returned to the education subfund.  The Technical Secretariat confirmed that this was the case and it was agreed that the OEST should take the steps necessary to ensure that the sum of $10,877 is returned to the subfund.
5. The CIE will consult formally with the OAS Department of Administration and Finances on its concerns related to the accrual of interest in the education sub-fund.

6. The sum of $57,150 was approved from the education sub-fund to develop the first phase of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices.  The resources will be administered by the Division of Education and Culture of the OEST.  In the context of this program the following details were approved:
· Request that the Ministers of Education of the coordinating countries (Colombia and Ecuador) invite all member states to participate in the group of coordinating countries and to express in writing their interest in participating in the Program.

· The Ministries of Education of Colombia and Ecuador, with support from the OEST, will agree upon terms of reference and selection criteria for the experts on the Advisory Group proposed in the Program.
· All member countries, as well as other qualified sources, will be asked for recommendations for the members of the expert Advisory Group. The group must represent the various sub-regions, be multidisciplinary in character, and have outstanding qualifications in the field of education for democracy.
· Mexico will organize the International Workshop on “Good Practices in Citizenship Education” in March or April 2006.  Mexico proposed using KSAN/CONARED as a strategy for organizing, implementing and monitoring the workshop, and asked for consultation with the OAS Scholarships Office and other potential donors to assist in travel costs for participants.
· On behalf of Venezuela and Ecuador, the OEST will consult with the pertinent institutions to express the interest of additional countries in actively participating in the Latin American Observatory proposed to the Inter-American Development Bank on October 31.
7. February 1, 2006 was agreed as the deadline for submitting proposals for new or continuing projects that support the Summit and Ministerial priorities in education, including the Summit projects or other initiatives for 2006-2007.  The following steps were recommended:
· The preparation of a proposal focused on improving the quality of early childhood and preschool education according to the mandates of the Ministers of Education

· The design of a proposal on the teaching of science using a focus on inquiry-based and hands-on methods; that is, with pedagogic strategies that move from the real world to generalization.  Barbados and Trinidad and Tobago expressed particular interest in serving as pilot locations for such a program in the English-speaking Caribbean.

· Project proposals should utilize the format approved by the CIE.  They must be submitted to the Technical Secretariat no later than February 1, 2006.  The Technical Secretariat will translate proposals received and distribute them to the CIE authorities, no later than the February 22, 2006.  
· The projects submitted must demonstrate their sustainability, value added, and probability of success, in order that they could be submitted, as well, to other donor agencies.

8. It was decided to kindly request that Ambassador Carmen Marina Gutierrez, Director of the SEDI Office of Development Policies and Programs, present the report of this meeting to the authorities of the Policy Subcommittee of CEPCIDI and other policy bodies.  The CIE will consult SEDI on how to assure greater participation by technical personnel of the CIE and the OEST in the evaluation of project proposals in education emerging within the OAS, as well as in the monitoring and evaluation of the projects, including the “hemispheric” projects.
9. The Summit and Hemispheric Project Coordinators are requested to systematically submit periodic progress reports focused on concrete results to the CIE via the OEST.  The OEST will publish these reports on the web and link to project websites and other sites to disseminate the results to the member countries.
10. The first Vice President offered to submit executive-summary-type qualitative reports on the Secondary Education and Evaluation Forum projects.  She will send these reports directly to the OEST, which will translate and redistribute them to the member states.

11. It was recommended that achievement indicators for the Hemispheric Projects be prepared in addition to the financial ones, and asked that coordinators provide a clearer overview of country participation.  CIE should strengthen monitoring to correct the weaknesses in the projects in the future.

12. The CIE priorities and Work Plan will be presented to the Hemispheric Private Sector Forum that recently was created in the OAS framework to coordinate civil society input to the IV Summit, with the participation of entrepreneurs.

13. The OEST, in the name of the CIE, will request that the World Bank financed World Links program consider continuing its financial support for horizontal cooperation in education using the KSAN/CONARED methodology.  The request will be based on the progress made in using KSAN/CONARED by countries and projects.

14. Further strengthening of collaboration mechanisms with the IDB, the World Bank and other agencies was recommended, as well as with civil society institutions, and to hold discussions with PAHO in order to operationalize the Strategic Alliance of Labor, Health, Environment and Education. 
15. In light of the presentation given by the United States delegation about the experiences of the Centers of Excellence in Teacher Training (CETT), the CIE President will recommend ways that the CIE can support the initiative's continuation and expansion and its connection to the hemispheric project on Teacher Education. 

16. Regarding the topic of literacy which was specifically mentioned in the Summit Declaration, it was agreed to: 

· Promote the exchange of successful experiences via the mechanisms of KSAN/CONARED, in consultation with UNESCO, the Convenio Andres Bello, the Organization of Iberoamerican States, and others. 

· Recommend that the PRIE Summit Project consider the incorporation of one or more indicators of literacy and illiteracy that would give a true picture of the number of persons who cannot read and write, in addition to the indicators now being produced.

· Form a work group addressing literacy teaching and illiteracy, comprised of Venezuela, Brazil, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, and those countries that would like to participate, to propose the manner in which CIE could best address this topic.
· Ask Mexico to share, in the next meeting of the Authorities and Executive Committee, the results from the “Global Monitoring Report” of Education for All, coordinated by UNESCO, which in the 2005 edition focuses on the topic of literacy.  Also, Mexico was asked to share its experience with "Plazas Comunitarias" in strengthening the learning of reading and other skills. 
17. Promote information on the Portal of the Americas, and especially explore new sources of resources to support offering an English version of the course on The Teaching of Mathematics.
18. Regarding the Red Latinoamericana de Portales Educativos (RELPE), to seek to link this initiative to the horizontal cooperation occurring under CIE and to the fulfillment of the mandates of the Summit Meeting and Education Ministerial, and to find ways to form a stronger relationship between the OAS and RELPE as well as to explore ways to include the English speaking countries of the Caribbean.
19. Mexico expressed its interest in participating more actively in the “Health-Promoting Schools” initiative that has been proposed in cooperation with the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO).
Attachment: List of Meeting Participants


V MEETING OF THE AUTHORITIES AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
October 9 and 10, 2005

Conference Room 404
Organization of American States
1889 F. Street N.W., Washington, DC 20006
AUTHORITIES

	Country
	Delegate
	Institution
	Contact

	Trinidad and Tobago


	Marva Ribeiro (President)

Lenor Baptiste-Simmons
	Head, International Cooperation Initiatives Unit, Ministry of Education 

Education Planning Specialist, Education Planning Division
	Tel. (1-868)683-7936/625-9001

Fax (1-868)625-8900
Marva_ribeiro@yahoo.co.uk
Tel. (1-868)622-3419

Fax (1-868)622-2867

lesimmons_19@hotmail.com

	Brazil


	Claudia Baena Soares (I Vice-President)
Felix Baes de Faria
	Ministerio de Educacion, Ciencia y Tecnología

Permanent Mission of Brazil to the OAS
	Tel. (55-61) 2104-9527

Fax (55-61) 2104-9229

claudiasoares@mec.gov.br 

Tel. (202)333-4224

FelixFaria@delbrasupa.org

	Venezuela
	Marianela Leon Gonzalez 

(II Vice-President)
	Directora General de Niveles y Modalidades, Ministerio de Educación y Deportes
	Tel. (58-212) 506-8411 

Fax (58-212) 564-5708

marianelaleon@cantv.net 




EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

	Country
	Delegate
	Institution
	Contact

	NORTH AMERICA

	United States


	Sarah Gesiriech

Rafael Nevarez

Terry Tracy-Baier
	Director, International Affairs Office, US Department of Education

Coordinator of Hemispheric Affairs, US Department of Education

US Department of State
	Tel. (202)205-9655

sarah.gesiriech@ed.gov
Tel. (202) 205-0704

rafael.nevarez@ed.gov 
tracytf@state.gov


	Mexico (alternate)
	Isabel Farha Valenzuela

Juan Gabriel Morales Morales
	Directora de Relaciones Multilaterales

Representante Alterno ante OEA
	Tel. (52-55) 53-29-69-48

Fax 53-29-69-47 ifarha@sep.gob.mx


	CENTRAL AMERICA

	Nicaragua
	Haydee Francis Díaz Madriz
	Directora de Seguimiento y Control de Proyecto, División General de Inversiones y Cooperación
	Tel. (505)265-2162

Fax (505)265-0881

diazf@mecd.gob.ni


	Panama (alternate)
	
	
	

	El Salvador


	Armando Calderon
	Representante Alterno ante la OEA
	Tel. (202)467-0054

armandocalderon@rree.gob.sv

	Dominican Republic


	Victor Tirado
	Ministro Consejero, Mision Permanente, Encargado del Tema de Educacion
	Tel. (202)332-9142 ext. 2507

vtoeard@aol.com


	ANDEAN REGION

	Ecuador
	Santiago Noboa
	Representante Alterno ante la OEA
	Tel. (202) 234-1494

sanoboa@yahoo.com

	Peru (alternate)
	
	
	

	MERCOSUR

	Paraguay


	Raul Aguilera
	Director General de Supervision Educativa
	Tel. (00-595)21-452794

Fax (00-595)21-441155

aguiraul@telesurf.com.py

	Argentina(alternate)
	
	
	

	CARIBBEAN

	Barbados
	Idamay Denny
	Deputy Chief Education Officer
	Tel. (246)430-2781

Fax (246)436-2411

idenny@mes.gov.bb

	St. Lucia(alternate)
	
	
	


OAS
	SEDI
	Carmen Marina Gutierrez 
	Director, Office of Development Policies and Programs
	Tel. (202)458-6875

cmgutierrez@oas.org


	OEST
	Alice Abreu
	Director, Office of Education, Science, and Technology
	Tel. (202)458-3376
Fax: 202-458-3744

aabreu@oas.org

	OEST
	Lenore Yaffee Garcia
	Chief, Education and Culture Division
	Tel. (202)458-3725

lgarcia@oas.org

	OEST
	Gaby Fujimoto-Gomez
	Senior Education Specialist
	Tel. (202)458-6228

gfujimoto@oas.org

	OEST
	Jorge Baxter
	Education Specialist
	Tel. (202)458-6459

jbaxter@oas.org

	OEST
	David Edwards
	Education Specialist
	Tel. (202)458-3659

dedwards@oas.org

	OEST
	Emily Schmidt
	Intern
	oestint2@oas.org 

	OEST
	Juan Salazar
	Intern
	oestint1@oas.org 

	OEST
	Diana Basto
	Intern
	oestint7@oas.org 

	OEST
	Helen Markelova
	Intern
	oestint3@oas.org 
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