Agreements of the II Meeting of the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE 
Washington, D.C., April 16, 2004
Topic 1: Selection of the date for the II Ordinary Meeting of the CIE 

The II Ordinary Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education will take place on Monday, October 18 and Tuesday, October 19, 2004.

On Sunday, October 17, 2004 the III Meeting of the Authorities and Executive Committee will meet in preparation for the ordinary meeting of the CIE.  

Topic 2: On the Powers of The Meeting of Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE

The Authorities of the Executive Committee of the CIE have budgetary powers that  include the ability to assign and follow up on funds in order to strengthen the initiatives of the Ministers of Education.  These powers were delegated by the Inter-American Committee on Education (1st Ordinary Meeting of the CIE).  

Topic 3: The CIE and the Special Summit of the Americas  

In follow up to the educational priorities of the Special Summit of the Americas, the  Technical Secretariat, with  support from  the U.S., Canada, and Mexico will design a questionnaire that will allow for the collection of information on current practices in member countries for  informing the public on the characteristics and results of  education systems. 

The Technical Secretariat will make an official  request that all members of the CIE fill out and submit the questionnaire.  Afterwards, the Technical Secretariat with the support of the Authorities and Executive Committee, will compile the responses, instruments and documents to be shared in the next plenary session of the CIE.  At the same time, the Technical Secretariat will request that countries provide examples of the instruments and documents used to present information on education systems to the public. 

Finally, the  Technical Secretariat, with support from the Authorities of the CIE, will identify national and sub-national experiences that are illustrative of these experiences. These experiences will be shared and discussed at the next plenary session of the CIE. 

Topic 4:  The Non Permanent  Specialized  Committee (CENPE) of Education 

The members of the CIE will collaborate with their respective National Liaison Offices, so that the education project profiles, presented to FEMCIDI (IACD), respond to the priorities of the Summit of the Americas and of the III Meeting of the Ministers of Education.  

The Technical Secretariat and the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development will design an ad-hoc mechanism that will enable the Authorities and the Executive Committee to view, revise, and recommend the project profiles considered for the FEMCIDI education account.

The Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE established guidelines for collaboration with the Offices of External Relations and the Permanent Missions of the member countries before the OAS to promote reform of the rules of FEMCIDI. This reform would permit the CIE to evaluate and grade education projects. CENPE currently performs this task.    

Topic 5:  Summit Project (PRIE-Evaluation) 

A referendum was made for the support of the PRIE-Evaluation of the Quality of Education- and unanimous support was expressed by  the Committee members. The members in a global manner, approved of the amount requested by Mexico and Brazil for the project:  US$324,295.00. This decision was made in order to avoid further detaining the development of the project. However, the importance of having a written proposal for the 4 years of the implementation of the project was established. 

1. Mexico and Brazil will present a general scheme that includes the starting point, the path to follow (processes, special activities and products) and the necessary resources for its execution in  four years. This general scheme will be presented in Spanish.  

2. The Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE will identify the officials in each sub region responsible for generating educational statistics in  member countries.  

3. The Technical Secretariat will translate the said document into English and will publish it in the Education Forum by Monday  May 18, 2004. 

4. From May 18th to June 9th ,   Authorities of the CIE will make pertinent comments to the said document in order to initiate a follow-up and monitoring process throughout the project implementation. 

5. During the meeting in Cancun, dedicated to the launching of the PRIE, a technical-political revision of the project submitted by Mexico and Brazil will be performed. The revision will be of the project scheme defined above in point one.  

Topics 6: The Hemispheric Projects

The Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE shall send a note to the Minister of Education of Costa Rica asking that the execution plan of the hemispheric project “School Management and Certification for the formation and Accreditation of labor Competencies in the Second Cycle of Secondary Education” adheres to the agreements reached at the coordinators meeting in Washington, D.C. on the 17th and 18th of November 2003.

The North American region agreed to share information to support Mexico in the coordination of the Hemispheric Projects.

The sub-regional representatives of the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE shall inform the sub-regional coordinators of any recommendations, current challenges and accords reached in this meeting. 

The technical secretariat shall draft an informational document about the conceptualization of the Hemispheric Projects, including a proposal about the need for more flexibility with regard to the three projects already underway. This proposal shall be considered in the Second Regular Meeting of the CIE. 
Topic 7: Support Proposals for the Hemispheric Projects 

The Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE decided to approve an amount of US$28,496 to support the project presented by Bahamas for the Caribbean Member States: “Ready to Learn: An Early Childhood Education of Quality to Prevent Scholastic Failure.” They request however, that Bahamas submit a report of the activity by August so that it may be presented in the Second Regular Meeting of the CIE. Said report should include a detailed list of expenditures as well as the activities realized and then how lessons learned from the seminar are being implemented.

The support proposals submitted to complement the hemispheric projects on teacher education and on secondary education were unable to receive funding given the agreements reached in the December meeting of the CIE Authorities and Executive Committee. 

Topic 8: Proposals of activities with associated agencies y organizations 

The Authorities of the CIE and the Executive Committee, with the purpose to optimize the resources of the Special Fund and taking into consideration the fact that these resources will not be replaced, and that its mission is not to finance projects presented by other bodies, NGOs and international organizations, hereby adopts the following minimum criteria for evaluating proposals:

That the project is endorsed and presented by one of the member states of the CIE. The project must be received via CIE representatives.

That it is under the umbrella of the Summit and Hemispheric Projects 

That it complies with the thematic areas defined by the ministers of education 

That it has confirmed counterpart support 

Funding can be provided for only a small percentage of the total cost.

Topic 9: Proposal IDB-INDES
The proposed seminar was pre-approved but is contingent on the distribution of an agenda. The Technical Secretariat commits to sending the draft agenda to all CIE member states. The Technical Secretariat shall carryout the pertinent negotiations with the INDES-IDB so that the seminar can be held on Wednesday, October 20th through Saturday, October 23rd 2004.

Topic 10: Inter-sectoral actions with other OAS Units and Inter-American Commissions
The Authorities of the CIE and the Executive Committee approve the areas of collaboration with the CIDES. The Technical Secretariat commits to maintaining CIE members informed of the activities and events of the CIDES.  

The Inter-American commission on Science and technology and the CIE shall work together to develop a proposal about the teaching of science in basic education that shall be presented in the IV Meeting of Ministers of Education. The Authorities of the CIE and the Executive Committee decided to include this topic in the Second Regular Meeting of the CIE.

The CIM shall present a report of its education activities, in writing, in the Second Regular Meeting of the CIE.

Include in the agenda of the Second Regular Meeting of the CIE opportunities for collaborative work with the other inter-American commissions, among them, COMCYT, CIDES y CIM. 

The Second Regular Meeting of the CIE shall include in its agenda those collaborative opportunities with the UPD in the promotion of democratic values and decide about the group that shall work in the drafting of a proposal for the Inter-American program in the Formation of Democratic Values for Peace and Human Rights. A preliminary reference group will be created to draft a program profile to be presented in the Second Regular Meeting of the CIE.

Topic 11: Proposal of the World Bank Institute

The Authorities of the CIE and the Executive Committee formally express their gratitude to the World Bank Institute for their invitation.

The Technical Secretariat shall present a proposal for working together in order to improve collaboration with the World Bank Institute at the Second Regular Meeting of the CIE.
