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Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs, OAS:
Introducing the Fortieth Lecture of the Lecture Series of the Americas, Mrs. Irene Klinger, Director of the Department of International Affairs of the OAS, apologized on behalf of Secretary General Insulza for his inability to attend the event. Klinger thanked the audience and particularly Dr. Raúl Bao Rector of the University of San Martin de Porres for his support to Lecture Series of the Americas and for making it possible to hold this lecture in Lima. 

She noted that 2010 will mark the sixth anniversary of the Lecture Series of the Americas since its creation on September 29, 2004 at the suggestion of the Government of Peru, which was welcomed by Member States in order to enrich the hemispheric debate on prioritary issues of the inter-American Agenda. 
Mrs. Klinger remarked that for nearly six years, the Lectures have inspired and informed a broad audience across the Hemisphere by bringing distinguished leaders, intellectuals, and policy experts to the House of the Americas (the OAS Headquarters in Washington) to discuss democracy and governance, social development and poverty reduction, protection and promotion of human rights and security strengthening. With financial support from the University of San Martín de Porres, and other donors, including the Governments of Spain, Korea, and Morocco, the Lecture provides a unique forum for exchanging views and ideas on how to address the main problems that affect our region by maintaining a regional dialogue with all sectors of society. 

Mentioning the title of the Lecture: “Post Madrid Summit: Perspectives on the Future Relations between Europe and Latin America and the Caribbean” she expressed great pride in having the participation of a distinguished speaker, Mr. Juan Pablo De Laiglesia, Spain's Secretary of State for Ibero-America as the keynote speaker on this topic. 

Klinger alluded to the VI Summit of the European Union, Latin America and the Caribbean in Madrid and stressed that this important meeting served to deepen the cooperation between countries in both regions and resulted in important advances in innovation and technology, sustainable development, social inclusion, trade and finance, climate change, migration and others, noting that the VI Summit marks a new era in relations between Europe and Latin America and the Caribbean, based on strengthening the bi-regional partnership, greater fluidity in the existing dialogue and increased cooperation in tackling global problems. 

She emphasized that both blocks are natural allies bound by strong historical, cultural, economic ties maintained through constant dialogue at regional and sub regional levels as well as important cooperation efforts, and said that many of the challenges facing Latin America and the Caribbean would be almost impossible to face without the support of multilateral cooperation, the basic foreign policy principle of the European Union. 

Director Klinger noted that this cooperation is also reflected in a cooperation agreement the OAS has signed with the European Commission on December 17, 2009, in order to enhance dialogue and cooperation in areas of common interest, such as protection and promotion of human rights, integral development, strengthening democracy and transnational issues of importance (money laundering, organized crime, etc). This agreement shows our institutions’ commitment to continue to make progress in our common goals and objectives. 

She also mentioned that the OAS has 64 Permanent Observers and that 26 of the 27 members constituting the European Union have the status of Permanent Observer to the Organization, while the EU itself has Observer status in the OAS.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Keynote Speaker Juan Pablo De Laiglesia Gonzáles de Peredo, Spain’s Secretary of State for Ibero-America:
Mr. De Laiglesia began his speech by pointing out that he had already participated in several fora on the preparation for the VI Summit of the European Union, Latin America and the Caribbean (EU-LAC) and the objectives of the Spanish presidency of the Council of the European Union. At this time, when the Summit has concluded, Mr. De Laiglesia though he should look back on the Summit and assess the results of the Spanish presidency of the European Union (EU) in trying to achieve a stronger framework for EU-LAC relations. 

He noted that after the VI Summit there is talk of a new era, a new cycle, and outlined three reasons for such claim: 1) the context surrounding the Summit, which was very demanding due to the severe economic crisis within which it was held. However, he expressed that this context has drawn the EU and LAC closer together rather further apart. He said in the current crisis, Latin America is perceived as part of the solution and that it is coping much better than other countries outside the region. 2) The results of the Summit close a previous bi-regional era and set forth the basis of a new era of global projection. 3) The strength of the crisis has brought home the reality of globalization: there are global problems which must be faced with global solutions. 


De Laiglesia added that during the Summit, work was undertaken on four levels: i) that of a new global vision; ii) the conclusion of agreements at the regional level; iii) in terms of bilateral relations and iv) rapprochement between the civil society organizations (CSOs ) in Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean. 
Regarding relations between Europe and Central America, the Association Agreement between the European Union and Central America was finalized, becoming the first inter-regional agreement that the EU signs with another region (and which includes Panama). He emphasized that the coup in Honduras complicates the picture somewhat and pointed out that this is not a free trade agreement but a partnership that has three elements: political dialogue, cooperation and technical assistance, and economic exchange.
Concerning the Caribbean, De Laiglesia stressed that it was agreed during the Summit to launch the EPA's (trade agreements with a financial dimension of aid and investment). The European Union has failed to give the Caribbean the attention it deserves. However, there has been renewed political dialogue and a new joint strategy is being established.
As for Mercosur, it is clear that there is a political will to continue the recently resumed talks for a Negotiation Agreement between both regions. Regarding the Andean Community, Colombia and Peru, a trade agreement was finalized with the European Union. In the case of Ecuador, negotiations with the European Union have resumed. On relations with Mexico and Chile, the first plan of action between the EU and Mexico has been approved as part of a strategic partnership, while the European Union is seeking a new framework for relations with Chile, in order to cooperate in the development of this country, especially after the earthquake.
As can be seen at both the sub-regional and regional levels, there is a new framework which places great emphasis on civil society, De Laiglesia said. He highlighted that it is essential that civil society joins this dialogue of reflection and pointed out that a dozen fora were organized to channel civil society’s input to the governments’ thinking. Fora representatives delivered their contributions to representatives of the governments. He also referred to EU-LAC Foundation, which creation is intended to strengthen bi-regional partnership which will in turn ensure greater participation of CSOs.
As noted above, Mr. De Laiglesia emphasized that there is a new approach to relations at the global level. Previous summits dealt with bi-regional issues; global problems were raised but discussion was limited to regional problems. However, as of the VI Summit, this dynamic is thrown out and three main themes are addressed: 1) expressing solidarity with Haiti, 2) reflecting on the way out of economic crisis and the new financial structure, and 3) climate change and the importance of joint work between all the countries of both regions to make Cancun a success.


De Laiglesia stressed the concrete results of the Sixth Summit, where the following were established: 1) political declaration, 2) plan of action, 3) Follow-up mechanisms.
The resulting Declaration of Madrid refers to points of view on global themes in a multilateral World, based on dialogue and cooperation, which prompted answers from both regions. This Declaration is unique in that it has a Plan of Action with six areas of work, defining objectives, programs, financing and a listing of results. A two-year plan was set forth, a working group was created to follow-up on compliance with the Plan of Action. 
He also mentioned the creation of The Latin America Investment Facility (LAIF), called to mobilize more than 3,000 million euros. This new financial instrument also marks the before and after between this Summit and its predecessor. 


De Laiglesia further explained that concrete commitments were made at the VI Summit at the regional and bi-regional levels as well as involving CSO. This leads to talk of a before and after in relations between the European Union and Latin America and the Caribbean. Furthermore, this analysis allows us to identify the challenges before us. The Western world has a responsibility to the World, he said. The challenge is to make the strategic triangle work (Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean), which involves breaking the gridlock in the talks and to make the most out of synergies. Europe and Latin America should contribute to global problems, the issue of migration, climate change, the energy issue, and several other issues affecting both regions, he concluded.
Remarks by discussants:

Francisco Miró Quesada, Director of El Comercio:

The Madrid Summit was a milestone in relations between the European Union, Latin America and the Caribbean. Miró Quesada made reference to the Andean Community, its creation, its members. Referring to multi-party arrangements, he remarked that Peru was able to negotiate its own free trade agreements as was Colombia, thus dispelling the notion that parties must first negotiate with groups and then negotiate with individual countries. In his view, parties should be able to negotiate among themselves and simultaneously maintain relations with the organizations they belong to. 
On the issue of civil society, Miró he noted that the European people is often excluded from decision-making processes and should make greater efforts to find ways to create more mechanisms for civil society participation in these processes.

On the issue of democracy, Miró Quesada mentioned that there has been considerable progress in the process of democratization, as well as in integration, describing the ease with which individuals have the convenience of traveling from one country to another within the Americas with their national identity card. He concluded by stating that the inclusion of civil society in the VI Summit in Madrid is in itself a sing of progress. 
Luis Gonzales Posada, Congressman, representative of the Ica Department, Congress of the Republic of Peru:

Gonzales Posada praised this Lecture as a space for thought-provoking analysis and reflection. He referred to the unity maintained by the European Union countries, having a single Council, common currency, a constitution and a particular, well designed structure. In contrast, he highlighted the lack of unity of the countries of the Americas. Our region has several parliaments: Panamerican, Amazonian, Indigenous, Mercosur, Central American, among others; none of which has a binding effect. 
Gonzales Posada stressed that when the coup d`etat occurred in Honduras, these parliaments did nothing, which expresses disorder, unlike the European Union which represents unity.
The congressman noted that we have several regional bodies (CAN, LAIA, ALBA, MERCOSUR, NAFTA, SICA, CARICOM, etc.), each of these bodies is composed of several countries, which leads us to imagine how difficult it must be for the European Union to communicate with the Americas.

He mentioned the various fora existing in our region: The OAS, a regional forum; the Rio Group, the Latin American Community of Nations; and UNASUR, the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States. This points us to the complexity for the Americas to relate to Europe and to the conclusion that there are difficulties to obtain a good understanding between both regions.
Gonzales Posada also said that there is a gap between principles and results. For example, in the topic of drugs, Peru increased its budget while aid from the United States declined.
As for the arms race, he said that there are millions of homeless, thousands of children dying of starvation, malnutrition or health problems and yet nations continue to buy weapons. Europe has been compacted its arsenals while the Americas buy weapons. However, the United States and Europe are the ones selling weapons to countries of the Americas, that is, all countries are responsible. War scenarios are constructed to keep spending. However, multilateral lending agencies do nothing to punish those countries that spend their resources on weapons.

The Congressman concluded by insisting that the open sessions offered by the Lecture are great opportunities to touch on issues that concern us all. 
