Security and Cooperation in the Caribbean: The Kingdom of the Netherlands

Constitutional Structure of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
The Kingdom of the Netherlands consists of four countries: the Netherlands and the countries of Aruba, Curacao and St. Maarten in the Caribbean. The Caribbean islands of Bonaire, Saba and St. Eustatius became public entities of the Netherlands in Europe on October 10, 2010 as part of a constitutional restructuring. 

Aruba, Curacao and St. Maarten are autonomous and self-governing in all internal affairs with the exception of the so-called Kingdom matters of foreign affairs and defense, for which the Government of the Kingdom bears responsibility. The Council of Ministers of the Kingdom is composed of the Ministers of the Netherlands and Minister Plenipotentiaries of Aruba, Curacao and St. Maarten. The Head of State of the Kingdom is the Queen, who is represented by a Governor in Aruba, Curacao and St. Maarten. 

Security and Stability

The Kingdom of the Netherlands recognizes that the stability of the International Community (IC) is threatened by the illegal trafficking of goods, persons and money. The Caribbean Basin is highly vulnerable as a site for the shipment of illegal narcotics from Latin America to North America and Europe. The Kingdom of the Netherlands is contributing to the counter measures taken by the IC against these illegal shipments.

Nationally, the Coast Guard of Aruba and Curacao has an important responsibility in countering illegal trafficking and border security and has been highly successful in its more than 10 years of existence. The Coast Guard is a joint effort of all the countries of the Kingdom and works closely with the national police, customs and judicial authorities of the Netherlands in the Caribbean as well as with Aruba, Curacao and St. Maarten to combat illegal maritime trafficking of drugs, goods, persons and money. The Coast Guard’s responsibilities include the supervision of fisheries, maritime environment and shipping traffic, as well as conducting search and rescue operations and combating terrorism. The Coast Guard also conducts joint exercises each year with similar organizations in neighbouring countries, such as Venezuela and the Dominican Republic.
The Netherlands Armed Forces deploys assets on the islands on a permanent basis to support the efforts of the local Caribbean authorities. The Armed Forces contingent is concentrated in Curacao and Aruba. The Flag Officer Naval Forces Caribbean and his staff, together with an Army infantry company, a support ship and rotational Netherlands Navy ship are located on Curacao. A company of marines is based on Aruba.
Internationally, the Kingdom of the Netherlands is working closely with the United States to combat illegal trafficking. The Joint Interagency Task Force South (JIATF-S) in Key West coordinates all U.S. operations. The area of responsibility of JIATF-S in the Caribbean is divided into Task Force areas. The Netherlands Flag Officer Naval Forces Caribbean, which nationally also serves as Director of the Coast Guard, is heading Task Force 4.4., and, as such, is a subordinate “U.S. commander”. Cooperation between the Kingdom and the United States also takes the form of U.S. Legal Detachments of the Drug Enforcement Agency operating aboard the Netherlands Navy vessel stationed in the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba. In 2000, the United States signed an agreement with the Kingdom of the Netherlands to establish a Forward Operating Location (FOL) on Curaçao and Aruba. This agreement has been extended for a period of 5 years, effective November 2011. These FOLs are used as bases for U.S. aircraft to carry out surveillance activities for the interdiction of illegal narcotics. The Kingdom was one of the principal initiators of the regional multilateral agreement concerning cooperation in suppressing illicit maritime and air trafficking in narcotics and psychotropic substances in the Caribbean area, which was signed in San José, Costa Rica on April 10, 2003 and entered into force August 2010. 
