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XXXIII OAS POLICY ROUNDTABLE
Peace and Security: the Kingdom of the Netherlands in the Caribbean; its geo-strategic importance in advancing security in the region

Michiel Godfried (Mike) Eman  is the Prime Minister of Aruba and the leader of the Christian Democratic Party of Aruba, “Arubaanse Volkspartij” (AVP). He is vice-president of the International Centrum Democrats (IDC) and also a board member of the Organization of Christian Democrats of America (ODCA), with special responsibility for Caribbean affairs. 
He entered politics in 2001, having served as a deputy civil law notary and co-founding several companies and foundations for political studies. He was elected to the position of leader of the AVP party in 2003. Under his leadership, the party was renovated and obtained a historical victory with an absolute majority of 12 seats (out of 21) in the Aruban Parliament in the 2005 elections.  

Mike Eman is credited with leading the AVP to set an example of how political parties of small island nations can  advance their own political platform -by sharing political knowledge and a policy vision- and professionalize the formation of young and promising political leaders. He is also credited with intensifying the cooperation of the AVP with christian democratic parties in Europe and Latin America. 

Based on Mike Eman’s initiative and the AVP, the Kingdom of the Netherlands is presently analyzing the possibility of adopting a new and more beneficial status for Aruba and other islands of the Dutch Caribbean as “Outermost Regions” within the European Union. In this vision, the small island nations will obtain a stronger legal and social economic framework to develop a better quality of life for their citizens. 

He recently lead the claim for voting rights for citizens of Aruba and the other Dutch Caribbean Islands in the elections for the European Parliament, prompting the Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to amend the voting legislation in order to allow for citizens of Aruba and the other Dutch Caribbean Islands to participate in future elections for the European Parliament. 

Mike Eman has been awarded the title of “Man of the Year” in 2004 and in 2007 by Aruba’s largest newspaper (DIARIO) for his endeavors on behalf of the underprivileged and underserved and for his vision on new relations within the Kingdom of the Netherlands and the European Union. 

He earned his law degree in 1992 at the University of the Netherlands Antilles (UNA) and graduated again at the UNA in 1996, this time with studies in Netherlands Antilles Civil Notary Law.  

Colonel Jos C. Coumans (Royal Netherlands Marine Corps -RNLMC) serves as Naval Attaché and Assistant Defense Attaché for the Netherlands in the United States. He previously served at NATO’s Joint Forces Command HQ Brunssum were he was engaged in maritime, amphibious and NATO Response Force (NRF) matters and became a member of the Royal College of Defence Studies in London in 2007.

He joined the Royal Netherlands Naval Academy in 1976 as a midshipman for the Marines. After graduating in 1981 he made a tour as a troop commander with Whisky company RNLMC till 1984. In 1984 he moved to Curacao, part of the Dutch Antilles, were he was stationed as second in command and commander of the Suffisant Naval Detachment.

Back in the Netherlands in 1987, Col. Coumans served his second tour with Whisky company this time as its second-in-command until1989. This was followed by a staff position within the personnel branch at the Headquarters of the Royal Netherlands Marine Corps. 

From 1992 till 1993 he served as a company commander with the 2nd UN NL Marine battalion in Cambodia and followed up with a tour as a company commander in the 1st Marine battalion till 1994. He served a second tour in the Headquarters of the Royal Netherlands Marine Corps till 1997 after he joined the Navy Higher Staff course. In 1997 he became the Commanding Officer of the 1st Marine battalion, a position he held until 1999, when he embarked on a tour of duty in the Joint Defense Crisis Management Centre at the Ministry of Defense in The Hague.

From 2001 until 2004, Col. Coumans served at Directorate of Personnel in the Naval department in The Hague. 

Adam Blackwell became the Secretary for Multidimensional Security at the Organization of American States in August 2010, having previously served as Secretary for External Relations and as Assistant Secretary of Finance and Administration (Treasurer) of the OAS. He has participated in and led several election observation missions on behalf of the Organization. 

A former career diplomat, he served as Director General of Strategy and Services in the Bilateral Relations Branch of Canada’s Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade from 2005 to 2006.  
He was appointed Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Dominican Republic from 2002 to 2005. During this period he authored the book Canada and the Dominican Republic 50+ years of Diplomatic Relations and was conferred  the Order of Merit of Duarte, Sanchez and Mella, Grand Cross with Silver Breast Star - principal award of the Dominican Republic, awarded by the Head of State.

Ambassador Blackwell first joined Canada’s Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade in 1980 and has served as Consul General in Mexico City and New York as well as fulfilled a variety of assignments in Africa. He received the Minister’s Award for Management in 1995.
Lieutenant-General Guy Thibault assumed the position of Chairman of the Inter-American Defense Board on June 30, 2011. 

He joined the Canadian Forces in 1978 and upon completion of Army Signal Officer training in Kingston, he served in various operational capacities within the Special Service Force Brigade in Petawawa, 4 Canadian Mechanized Brigade Group and Canadian Forces Europe in Lahr, West Germany. 

Lieutenant-General Thibault has held superior officer positions at the National Defense Headquarters in Ottawa, and at Land Force Command Headquarters in Montreal. Among other important positions, he has served as Army Operations Officer at the Directorate of Communications Security, National Defence Operations Centre; and Assistant Director of Signals, Training and Doctrine.  

He has held various positions within the Defense Information Services Organization and the Information Management Group and served as Executive Assistant to the Vice Chief of the Defense Staff and as the Base Commander, Canadian Forces Base in Kingston from 2002 through January 2004, prior to deploying with the NATO-led International Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan.

He was promoted to Brigadier-General in September 2005 and was named Command of Land Force Central Area, Joint Task Force Central under the newly formed Canada Command.  Upon his promotion in June 2007 to Major-General, he was appointed Assistant Chief of the Land Staff. In 2009, Lieutenant-General Thibault was appointed the Canadian Forces J6 and Chief of Staff (Information Management), and also the Communications and Electronics Branch Leader, a position he held until he was elected to chair the Inter-American Defence Board (IADB).  

Lieutenant-General Thibault completed a BSc in Mathematics and Physics at the Royal Military College, earned a Master's degree of Public Administration (Management) from Dalhousie University and is a graduate of the Land Forces Command and Staff College, the Canadian Forces Staff College and the National Security Studies Programme.  

