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XXXI OAS POLICY ROUNDTABLE

CONNECTING THE AMERICAS: PARTNERS FOR PROSPERITY

Jaime Girón serves as Advisor to the Office of the Colombian Minister of Foreign Relations. As such, he is responsible for coordinating and preparing the VI Summit of the Americas to be held in Cartagena (Colombia), in April 2012. Prior to this appointment, he served as Colombia’s Ambassador to Canada (2006 – 2010), to the Republic of Kenya (2005), and the Arab Republic of Egypt (1996 – 2002). 
Throughout his long and distinguished career at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Girón has served as Deputy Foreign Minister for Multilateral Affairs (2002 – 2005); Director General for Multilateral Affairs, Minister at the Colombian Mission to the UN  and Alternate Representative to the UN Security Council (1992-1996); Undersecretary for International Organizations and Conferences (1987-1990) and Head of the European Desk at the Foreign Policy Department (1986 – 1987), among others.

A graduate of the University of Santo Tomás (Bogotá), he holds a diploma in Economics and Business Administration. He attended the First Course for Foreign Diplomats at the Diplomatic Academy of Chile (1975); and the International Negotiations Course organized by the Geneva’s Office of the United Nations at the Instituto Matías Romero (Mexico, 1987).
Carlos Portales is the Director of the Program on International Organizations, Law and Diplomacy at American University. He served as Permanent Representative of Chile to the OAS from 1997 to 2000, and as Chile’s National Summit Coordinator for the Second Summit of the Americas in Santiago, Chile, in 1998. 
Throughout his distinguished career as a diplomat, he has participated in Chile’s most important delegations before the UN General Assembly and the OAS General Assembly, since 1990. He was the coordinator for Chile at the Rio Group as well as for the Ibero-American Summit between 2002 and 2008. He also served as Ambassador of Chile to Mexico. He was appointed Permanent Representative of Chile to international organizations in Geneva in 2008, having previously served as Chile’s Director General of Foreign Policy since 2002 and as Director of the Andrés Bello Diplomatic Academy. 


Ambassador Portales was a professor and researcher the Latin American School of Social Sciences (FLACSO) and a guest professor at the University of South Carolina in Chapel Hill, in addition to teaching at graduate school in the Institute for International Studies at the University of Chile. 

He has authored and edited numerous publications with international reach, such as State and Armed Forces co-authored with Hugo Fruhling and Augusto Varas (FLACSO, 1982); Latin America in the New International Order (Fondo de Cultura Económica, 1983); and Relations between Chile and the United States, with Heraldo Muñoz (Pehuén Editores, 1988).


Ambassador Portales earned a law degree at the University of Chile and a master’s degree in Political Science at Stanford University, where he also carried out doctoral studies.

John Maisto serves on the Board of Advisors for the North American Center for Transborder Studies at Arizona State University. He served as Permanent Representative of the United States to the OAS from 2003 to 2006 and as President George Bush’s National Summit Coordinator for the Special Summit in Monterrey, Mexico in 2004 and the Fourth Summit in Mar del Plata, Argentina in 2005.      

Previously, he had served as special assistant to President George W. Bush, senior director for Western Hemisphere Affairs for National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice from January 2001 to April 2003 and foreign policy advisor at the U.S. Southern Command.

Ambassador Maisto’s distinguished diplomatic career includes the U.S. Ambassadorships to Venezuela (1997 to 2000) and Nicaragua (1993 to 1996), as well as positions as deputy assistant secretary of state for Central America, deputy U.S. representative to the Organization of American States from 1990 to 1992 and director of the State Department's Office of Philippine Affairs and work in American embassies in Manila, San Jose, and La Paz as well as in the U.S. Information Agency in Argentina and Bolivia.

He has spoken and written extensively on U.S. policy in the Americas, U.S.-Philippine relations, democratic transition, hemispheric security, democracy, human rights, competitiveness, trade, economic development and education, and sits on the board of advisors of the Inter-American Dialogue and the Democracy Practitioners Network of the Organization of American States. 

John Maisto earned a Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service from Georgetown University and a Master's degree from the University of San Carlos, Guatemala, where he studied as a recipient of a Smith-Mundt Grant. 

