Jorge Castañeda was Foreign Minister of Mexico from 2000 to 2003. He attempted to run for President of Mexico as an independent candidate in 2006. Castañeda is a renowned intellectual, political scientist, and prolific writer, with an interest in Mexican and Latin American politics, comparative politics and US-Mexican and U.S.-Latin American relations. 

He has taught at Mexico's National Autonomous University (UNAM), Princeton University, the University of California, Berkeley and currently at New York University. Dr. Castañeda was a Senior Associate at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (1985-87) and was a John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Research and Writing Grant Recipient (1989-1991). 

Among his more than 15 books published in the United States and elsewhere are: Limits to Friendship (with Robert Pastor), Utopia Unarmed: The Latin American Left after the Cold War (Knopf, 1993), The Mexican Shock (New Press, 1995), Compañero: The Life and Death of Che Guevara (Knopf, 1997), and Ex-Mex: From Migrants to Immigrants (The New Press, 2007).

Dr. Castañeda is a regular columnist for the Mexican newspaper Reforma, the Spanish newspaper El País and Newsweek International. In 1997, he was named Global Distinguished Professor of Political Science and Latin American Studies at New York University. He has been a Member of the Board of Directors of Human Rights Watch since 2003, and One Laptop per Child (OLPC). 
In April 2008, Castañeda was elected Foreign Honorary Member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and International Member of the American Philosophical Society. Most recently Dr. Castañeda became a Fellow of the New America Foundation.

Dr. Castañeda received a B. A. from Princeton University and a B. A. from Universite de Paris-I (Pantheon-Sorbonne), an M. A. from the École Pratique de Hautes Etudes, and his Ph. D. in Economic History from the University of Paris-I. 

Eduardo Vio was elected as a judge of the Inter American Court of Human Rights (ICDH), for the 2010-2016 term within the framework of the XXXIX OAS General Assembly.
Prior to this appointment he practiced law at his own firm and was a professor of Public International Law at the Universidad Diego Portales and the Chilean Diplomatic Academy Andrés Bello. Since 1990 he is a member of the Chilean National Group of the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague. 

He was a member of the Commission for International Affairs of Chile’s Christian Democratic Party, and served as its Vice President until 2009. Between 2008 and 2009 he served as a member of the Advisory Commission of the Foreign Ministry of Chile in the case of the Chile-Peru maritime territorial delimitation heard by the International Court of Justice. 

Among other public offices he has held throughout his distinguished career, he was a member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee of the OAS (serving four consecutive terms), Ambassador and General Counsel of the Foreign Ministry of Chile (1990 – 1995), member and President of the Administrative Tribunal of the Latin American Integration Association (ALADI). 

As a law professor, he has lectured at the Universidad de Las Américas, the School of Government and Public Management of the Universidad de Chile, the Institute of Political Studies and the Institute of Public Law of the Universidad Central de Venezuela.

A prolific author, Dr. Vio has written extensively on a wide range of subjects such as international affairs, human rights, international public law, comparative law, the Inter-American System, regional integration and democracy. His works have been published in countries like Chile, Venezuela and the United States. He has been decorated in Spain, Portugal and most recently, in Venezuela, where he was conferred the Orden Andrés Bello, Primera Clase.

Eduardo Vio earned a degree in Juridical and Social Sciences from the Pontificia Universidad Católica de Valparaíso in Chile. He pursued further studies earning a Certificate Course in Higher Studies of Public Law and earned the degree of Doctor of Public Law at the Pierre Mendès University in France.

María Paula Romo is the President of the Special Commission of Justice and State Structure at the National Assembly of Ecuador and Coordinator of the Parliamentary Group for Women’s Rights. 

She has worked as a consultant, practiced law and taught university and post- graduate courses at the Universidad San Francisco in Quito, the Universidad Central del Ecuador and Instituto de Altos Estudios Nacionales.

Her leadership in academic bodies, her activism and commitment to democracy and women’s rights led Ms. Romo to concentrate more formally on her political activity with the movement known as Ruptura 25. This group of young men and women called for a change in national politics, which would give way to a new paradigm, renewed focus and novel ways for the exercise of democracy.

Ruptura 25 integrated the PAIS agreement and eventually the PAIS Movement which has been part of the driving force throughout the constituent process. She was appointed by the President to the Special Commission of Jurists of the Ecuadorian National Council of Higher Education (CONESUP) which prepared a draft Constitution. She later headed the lists of Movimiento PAIS in the Pichincha province and was part of the Constituent Assembly of Montecristi. 

During her tenure at the Commission of Legislation and Oversight, Assembly member Romo presided the Special Commission on Civil and Criminal Matters.

María Paula Romo earned her Master’s Degree in Government and Public Management in addition subspecialties in Philosophy and Latin American Studies. She is also a specialist in Gender Studies.

Dante Caputo is Special Adviser to the OAS Secretary General and Director of the Project on Democracy in Latin America for the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), following his tenure as Secretary for Political Affairs at the OAS.

From June 2001 until September 2004 he directed the UNDP’s Regional Project on Democratic Development in Latin America, having served previously as Argentina’s Secretary of State for Technology, Science and Productive Innovation. 

In December 1992, the United Nations Secretary General appointed Dr. Caputo as special envoy to negotiate in the Haiti crisis, a position he held in representation of the OAS as well. During this time he participated in negotiations for the Isla de Gobernadores accord for Haiti’s transition to democracy. 

Throughout his distinguished career in public service in his native Argentina, he held important positions such as Foreign Minister, National Congressman in 1989 and again in 1997, participating both times in the Foreign Affairs Commission of the House of Representatives, besides launching the Contadora support group and co-founding the Rio Group. 
Dr. Caputo has taught Political Sociology at the Universidad del Salvador, International Affairs at the Universidad Nacional de Quilmes and the Universidad Nacional de Buenos Aires and Democratic Theory at the University of Paris, Sorbonne. Caputo has also conducted research at the Center for Public Management Research of the Instituto Di Tella and has served as Director of its Center for Research on the State and Public Management. 

His many published works incluye among others: The role of the public sector in the change of Argentine society between 1930 and 1958, Sorbonne, Paris 1972;
The Argentine industrialization process bewteen 1900 and 1930, Institute of Latin American Studies, París; Military Power in Argentina (1976-1981) with Verlag Klaus Dieter Vervuert, Frankfurt; Latin America and the poor democracies, Madrid 1992; in addition to directing the publication of the report Democracy in Latin America, 2004, UNDP. 

Dante Caputo earned his degree in Political Science at the Universidad del Salvador and continued his post-graduate studies in International Affairs at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy in Boston. He earned a Diploma of Higher Education and a PhD in Political Sociology at the University of Paris.

