Talking points Irene Klinger
XXXIV MESA REDONDA DE POLITICAS DE LA OEA

“The Impact of Youth and Innovation in Agriculture in Latin America and the Caribbean”
2 de noviembre, 3:00pm -Salón de las Américas 
· Thank you for joining us this afternoon for the thirty-fourth OAS Policy Roundtable entitled: “The Impact of Youth and Innovation in Agriculture in Latin America and the Caribbean”
· The OAS Policy Roundtable Series was launched in January 2007 in order to enrich the debate on the Inter-American agenda, bringing together policy analysts and representatives of the diplomatic community to debate on priority issues affecting the region.  This program is aimed at promoting an informal dialogue among specialists and policymakers on a broad range of issues of the OAS agenda.

· This roundtable is jointly organized with the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), a specialized body on agriculture of the Inter-American System headed by the OAS with objectives that include providing support to the countries of the region in the sustainable development of agriculture, seeking the food security of the hemisphere, and achieving prosperity in the rural communities of the Americas.

· In the inaugural event of the Meeting of Ministers of Agriculture of the Americas 2011 in Costa Rica, our Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza, asserted that “the region must invest more in science, technology, and agricultural innovation, and must do so beginning now,” since “we are living the beginnings of a new agricultural revolution.” 
He also said that new technologies are “reinventing what humanity understands by agriculture and how this is practiced, generating a new potential for creating wealth, new business opportunities and new products.” I think that this is an exciting area of opportunity that is ripe for the youth of our region to step up and lead through ingenuity, education, training and hard work.

The Secretary General also referred to the key role IICA can play in contributing significantly to support the innovative, inclusive and sustainable development of agriculture in the Americas. 
· Science-led agriculture has been instrumental in reducing hunger, poverty and malnutrition.   According to the 2008 World Development Report from the World Bank, about 70% of the hungry, poor and other marginalized people live in rural areas and agriculture is the major source of their livelihoods.  Furthermore, our region is known for its agricultural wealth, but its younger generations are less and less interested in working on the land. Therefore, if agriculture isn't made profitable and attractive to our youth, our countries could suffer from food shortages and high food prices in the not too distant future.
· Throughout LAC, youth have all the abilities and motivation needed to be full partners in the development of their respective countries by devising innovative solutions and helping to lay the foundation for a more fair and sustainable world.
· The purpose of this event is: 

· To Celebrate the ‘International Year of Youth: Dialogue and Mutual Understanding’ in the Americas, proclaimed by the UN General Assembly.

· To raise the level of awareness regarding the importance of youth and innovation to meet the growing food and nutritional needs within LAC.

· To promote awareness of the need for increased investments in the agriculture sector and to provide greater support to continue advances made by youth in agriculture in LAC.

· Today’s policy roundtable will consist of presentations by two experts in youth and agriculture and innovation and agriculture, followed by a panel discussion with the youth leaders and young entrepreneurs from LAC who will share their personal experience regarding the challenges and rewards encountered in creating and growing their agricultural businesses.  
· I now give the floor to David C. Hatch, IICA Representative in the U.S. who will introduce the topics that will be discussed this afternoon. 
