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2011:  INTER-AMERICAN YEAR OF CULTURE
(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 4, 2009)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN resolution CIDI/RES. 226 (XIV-O/09), “2011:  “Inter-American Year of Culture”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Heads of State and Government, meeting in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, reaffirmed that intercultural dialogue and respect for cultural diversity foster mutual understanding and help reduce conflict, discrimination, and barriers to economic opportunity and social participation; and
/
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO:
That the Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities, at their fourth inter-American meeting in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), held in Bridgetown, Barbados, on November 20 and 21, 2008, called on our nations to reflect on the social value of investing in culture and on the ever-increasing economic potential of creative and cultural industries; and affirmed that stimulating creativity in our citizens from a young age is a strategy that not only fosters personal growth and social development, but also contributes to finding new and innovative approaches to scientific, industrial, technological, and social problems; and

That the Ministers instructed the Inter-American Committee on Culture to reinforce cooperation with the Inter-American Committee on Education in the consideration of projects and activities to strengthen ties between culture and education, including activities associated with the Inter-American Year of Culture, such as the Gabriela Mistral Inter-American Poetry Competition and other projects to be considered,
RESOLVES:
1. To declare 2011 the “Inter-American Year of Culture.”

2. To invite member states to carry out initiatives to celebrate and strengthen their cultural diversity and the artistic creativity of their peoples in the framework of the Inter-American Year of Culture.

3. To instruct the Inter-American Committee on Culture to carry out initiatives in the framework of the Inter-American Year of Culture, with special emphasis on the role of culture in offering opportunities for young people in the Hemisphere, such as the Gabriela Mistral Inter-American Poetry Competition, sponsored by the Government of Chile.
4. To instruct the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to follow up on the preparatory work for the Inter-American Year of Culture and, with assistance from the General Secretariat, to encourage and support the projects and initiatives carried out in that context and to foster measures to support their respective financing.
5. To instruct CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on follow-up and implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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�.	The Government of Nicaragua places on record its express reservation to the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.  During that event, Nicaragua expressed its view that the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas was unacceptable and inadequate as it did not resolve a number of matters that were extremely important for the Hemisphere and were still under discussion.  Nor does Nicaragua accept that references may be made to that Declaration in the resolutions to be adopted by the OAS General Assembly.  Nicaragua reaffirms that the items on the General Assembly agenda should be derived from the debates and deliberations of the Heads of State and Government in Trinidad and Tobago.
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