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Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities: Progress and Challenges in the Americas

June 15, 2017 1:15 pm- 2:30 pm
United Nations, Conference Room No. 9

The Organization of American States (OAS) through its Department of Social Inclusion (DIS), the Inter-American Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, are pleased to invite you to the Panel Discussion " Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities: Progress and Challenges in the Americas" on the occasion of the celebration of the Tenth Conference of the States Parties to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).
This event aims to provide an opportunity for reflection on the progress and difficulties detected in the States of the American Continent to meet the objectives of the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities “PAD” (2006-2016), after the culmination of the Decade. The PAD contains 9 fields unfolded in a total of 91 actions that guide the Member States towards making substantive progress in building inclusive societies. These 9 areas are: social awareness, health, education, employment, accessibility, political participation, participation in sports and cultural, artistic and recreational activities, welfare and social assistance, and international cooperation.
A panel of high-level experts will share some current initiatives to promote legislative reforms and the adoption of public policies aimed at eliminating barriers to the inclusion of persons with disabilities, with potential to be replicated in other regions of the world, thereby promoting international cooperation among nations as a platform for development.

Issues to be addressed:

i. Labor inclusion of persons with disabilities

ii. Sexual and Reproductive health rights of persons with disabilities
iii. Accessibility
iv. Legal capacity of person with disabilities
v. Paralympics sports

Speakers:

· María Soledad Cisternas, Former President of the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
· Betilde Muñoz-Pogossian, Director of the Department of Social Inclusion of the OAS (DSI).
· Daniel Concha, Principal Delegate of Chile before the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and Director of the National Service of Disability of Chile (SENADIS).
· Ericka Álvarez, Director, Office of the Vice President of the Republic of Costa Rica; Permanent Spokeswoman on Disability Issues in the Social and Presidential Council, and Coordinator of the Consultative Council of People with Disabilities.
Moderator:

Juan Pablo Salazar, President of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and President of the National Council on Disability of Colombia.
Co-sponsors:

· Secretaria Especial dos Direitos da Pessoa com Deficiência.

· National Council on Disability of Colombia.
· National Council for Development and Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities of Mexico.
Sign language, close captioning and English-Spanish/Spanish-English interpretation services will be provided.
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