AG/RES. 2663 (XLI-O/11)

SUPPORT FOR THE COMMITTEE FOR THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND
ITS TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2011)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING:

The Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, adopted in Guatemala on June 7, 1999, which entered into force on September 14, 2001, and has been ratified by 18 member states; and

Resolution AG/RES. 2596 (XL-O/10), “Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities”;

HAVING SEEN: 

The final report of the First Meeting of the Working Group of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CEDDIS), held on October 25 and 26, 2010, in Washington, D.C. (CP/doc.   ); and the final report of the First Special Meeting of that Committee, held on May 4 and 5, 2011, in San Salvador, El Salvador (CP/doc.      );
BEARING IN MIND:


The Committee’s general observations on the exercise of legal capacity by persons with disabilities, adopted in resolution CEDDIS/RES. 1 (I-E/11); and


The formation of a working group that is to evaluate the operations of the Technical Secretariat for the Implementation of the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) (SEDISCAP) and draw up recommendations to ensure its sustainability, through resolution CEDDIS/RES. 2 (I-E/11);

RECOGNIZING:


The significant advances made by the Committee in defining parameters for measuring progress in the implementation of the Inter-American Convention as well as in establishing model national goals by sector;

The work carried out by the Technical Secretariat of the Committee to promote and disseminate the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and of the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016), by publishing copies in the four official languages of the Organization;

The meeting held on February 3, 2011, by the Chair of the Committee with the Chair of the Permanent Council, the Assistant Secretary General, the Technical Secretariat of the Committee, and representatives of the permanent missions and permanent observers to the Organization, on the work of the Committee and its Technical Secretariat and to reiterate the importance of their support for attainment of the Convention’s objectives; 

The outcome of the II International Meeting on Successful Inclusive Projects, convened by CONADIS Peru and the OAS Department of Special Legal Programs, in December 2010; and

The contributions by civil society during the dialogue with the Committee at its first special meeting, as well as the recommendations that were submitted on that occasion and will be considered at the next meeting of CEDDIS, in keeping with Article 23 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee,
RESOLVES:

1. To thank the people and Government of the Republic of El Salvador for their generous hospitality and for their steadfast and effective support, which contributed to the success of the First Special Meeting of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.

2. To encourage the Committee to convene its fourth meeting for the second half of 2012 to review the progress made in implementing the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and to exchange experiences among the states parties, in accordance with Article VI of the Convention and Article 20 of the Committee’s Rules of Procedure. 

3. To urge the states parties to the Convention to formally begin preparatory work for the second report on implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, which will be discussed at the Committee’s fourth meeting. 

4. To reaffirm the importance of voluntary contributions to the “Specific Fund for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities” [CP/RES. 947 (1683/09)], created to supplement the financing of the activities of the Committee and its Technical Secretariat; to invite member states and permanent observers, as well as individuals and institutions, both public and private, national and international, to make contributions to the Fund; and to request the Secretary General to take steps to raise new resources for the Fund.
5. To request the Permanent Council to convene in the second half of 2011 a special meeting of government representatives and experts from national councils on disability, academia, civil society organizations representing persons with disabilities, and international organizations in the region, for the purpose of exchanging information and best practices and identifying specific needs and appropriate public policies to bring about inclusion of persons with disabilities in all spheres of society.

6. To request the Secretary General:

a.
To disseminate as widely as possible the Committee’s general observations on the need to interpret Article I. 2, Section B) in fine of the Inter-American Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, within the framework of Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

b.
To take steps to bring about progressive advancement toward accessibility to persons with disabilities of the Organization’s facilities, as well as of its information dissemination tools, such as its documents, communications, website, etc., in accordance with the principle of nondiscrimination enshrined in the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.

c.
To provide the broadest support to the CEDDIS Working Group created to evaluate the operations of the SEDISCAP and to issue recommendations for its sustainability.

7. To instruct the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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