AG/RES. 2731 (XLII-O/12)


SUPPORT FOR THE COMMITTEE FOR THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND
ITS TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT

(Adopted at the second plenary session, held on June 4, 2012)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING:

The Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CIADDIS), adopted in Guatemala on June 7, 1999, which entered into force on September 14, 2001, and has been ratified by 18 member states; and

Resolutions AG/RES. 2596 (XL-O/10), “Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities,” and AG/RES. 2663 (XLI-O/11), “Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and its Technical Secretariat”;

HAVING SEEN:

The Final Report of the Second Special Meeting of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CEDDIS), held in Lima, Peru, on April 25 and 26, 2012(CP/CAJP-3101/12); and

The Report of the Special Meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) on Persons with Disabilities (CP/CAJP-3021/11 add. 6), held in Washington D.C., on November 17, 2011;


BEARING IN MIND the request made by the Technical Secretariat of the CEDDIS to the states parties to the Convention that they submit their Second Compliance Report on CIADDIS and the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (PAD) by 2012; and

RECOGNIZING:


The advances made by CEDDIS in defining parameters for measuring progress in the implementation of the Inter-American Convention as well as in establishing model national goals by sector;

The participation of the officers of CEDDIS in the Fourth Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at United Nations Headquarters on September 7, 2011, in order to make a presentation on the main inter-American instruments for the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities and strategies for international cooperation between the Organization of American States (OAS) and the United Nations;

The meeting between the officers of CEDDIS and the officers of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in New York, on September 8, 2011, for the purpose of creating synergies and mutual cooperation ties between the two Committees and sharing progress made;

The important contributions received during the Special Meeting of the CAJP on Persons with Disabilities on November 17, 2011, which served as an opportunity to exchange best practices and identify adequate public policies for ensuring the inclusion of persons with disabilities in all spheres of society; and

The contributions by civil society during the dialogue with CEDDIS at its second special meeting, as well as the recommendations that were submitted on that occasion and will be considered at the next meeting of CEDDIS, in keeping with Article 23 of the Rules of Procedure thereof,

RESOLVES:

1. To thank the people and Government of Peru for their generous hospitality and for their steadfast and effective support, which contributed to the success of the Second Special Meeting of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CEDDIS).

2. To thank the member states that presented the Second Compliance Report on the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CIADDIS) in accordance with the established procedures and deadlines.

3. To encourage CEDDIS to convene its fourth regular meeting in the second half of 2012 and, in connection therewith, to thank the Government of the Republic of Chile for its offer to host that meeting, the purpose of which is to review the progress made in implementing CIADDIS and to exchange experiences among the states parties, in accordance with Article VI of CIADDIS  and Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of CEDDIS.

4. To reaffirm the importance of voluntary contributions to the Specific Fund for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities [CP/RES. 947 (1683/09)], created to supplement financing for the activities of the CEDDIS and its Technical Secretariat.

5. To invite member states and permanent observers, as well as individuals and institutions, both public and private, national and international, to make contributions to the Fund, and to request the Secretary General to take steps to raise new resources for the Fund.

6. To reiterate to the Secretary General the request that he take steps to bring about progressive advancement toward accessibility for persons with disabilities to the facilities of the Organization of American States (OAS), as well as to its information dissemination tools, including its documents, communications, website, etc., in accordance with the principle of nondiscrimination enshrined in CIADDIS.
7. To reiterate to the Secretary General that the greatest possible efforts must be made to mainstream the disability perspective, from a rights standpoint, in all actions and decisions of the Organization.

8. To instruct the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization, and other resources.

