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April 2, 2002

SG-02/02

To:
Assistant Secretary General, Executive and Assistant Secretaries, Chiefs of Staff, Directors, and Executive Coordinators (DIRECTIVE)

      From:
César Gaviria, Secretary General

   Subject:
Freeze of Posts and Contracts Funded by Regular Fund and Related Measures 

As you are aware, the Secretary General's proposed Regular Fund budget submitted for fiscal year 2003 requires financing of approximately $78 million dollars of which only $76 million has been identified. The increased requirements over the 2002 budget consist primarily of increased personnel costs. The Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters (CAAP) is currently considering the proposed budget. 

In this context, the Chair and Vice-Chair of CAAP recently requested the Secretary General to freeze immediately all unoccupied posts financed by the Regular Fund and to take several related measures. Accordingly, effective April 1, 2002 and until otherwise notified, the Secretary General has instructed the Director of Human Resource Services to: 

1.
Freeze all unoccupied posts financed by the Regular Fund 

2.
Make no new appointments to posts financed by the Regular Fund

3.
Suspend all competitions for posts financed by the Regular Fund.

4.
Limit extensions of existing short and long-term contracts to a date that will not extend beyond 30 June 2002.

5.
Authorize those staff members occupying a post funded by the Regular Fund and

entitled to and/or receiving a special duty allowances as a result of an approved reclassification of a post, as an exception to Staff Rule 103.7(f), to continue to receive that special duty allowance until 90 days after the lifting of the suspension of competitions, provided they are still performing the functions of the reclassified post at that time. 

The Director of Human Resource Services will provide further guidance and information as necessary.
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