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EXECUTIVE ORDER No. 05-06 – Annex I

THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT

EXECUTIVE  ORDER No. O5-06 REV. 1
ANNEX I

RULES FOR THE NEGOTIATION, PREPARATION, REVIEW, SIGNATURE, AND REGISTRATION OF AGREEMENTS OF THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT
ARTICLE I

DEFINITIONS FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS EXECUTIVE ORDER
A.
Types of Agreements

1.1
Agreement:  Any agreement (including all amendments), supplementary agreement, pact, memorandum of understanding, letter of understanding, exchange of letters, etc., that the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (“GS/OAS”) concludes with another party or parties, but not including contracts for the acquisition of goods and services (“procurement contracts”) or performance contracts pursuant to which the GS/OAS acquires the corresponding goods and services.


1.2
Cooperation Agreement:  Any agreement in which the GS/OAS and any other party join forces, resources and/or services to achieve common objectives in accordance with their respective policies and generally within a framework of joint cooperation.  

1.3
Global Agreement:  An agreement with a donor that establishes a general legal framework for the administration of all projects funded by the donor.

1.4
Specific Agreement:  An agreement for the administration of one or more specific projects.  A specific agreement can be a part of a global agreement or independent from it.  A specific agreement includes an agreement to administer a fund for the financing of several projects, provided that the creation of the fund is not the only activity contemplated between the donor and the GS/OAS.  If the creation of a fund is the sole activity contemplated under the agreement, then the agreement is considered to be a global agreement.

B.
Secretariats, Departments, Offices, and Committees 
1.5
Primary Department:  The dependency (e.g., the Secretariat, Department, Office, or Committee) within the GS/OAS that has major responsibility for an agreement including relations with the other party or parties, evaluation of results, follow-up, and, in general, execution on the part of the GS/OAS. Ordinarily, this is the executive secretariat, secretariat, department or office in which the idea for the agreement originated or, if the idea began elsewhere, the GS/OAS entity whose capabilities best correspond to the substantive and policy purposes of the agreement.

1.6
PEC:  Project Evaluation Committee: The Committee responsible for evaluating the appropriateness and relevance of proposed projects to be executed with funds administered by the GS/OAS in accordance with Executive Order No. 05-11 Rev. 1. 

1.6.1 
DPCE:  Department of Planning, Control, and Evaluation:  the technical secretariat of the Project Review Committee.

1.7 
DLS:  Department of Legal Services:  responsible for the legal review of all agreements including, but not limited to language required in these agreements, and for considering requested exceptions to the required provisions.


1.8
DBFS:
Department of Budgetary and Financial Services:  responsible for the review of the financial provisions of all agreements.

1.9 
DILA:  Department of International Legal Affairs: responsible for registering and maintaining the original or verified copy of all agreements, and when a formal signing ceremony is held at OAS Headquarters, for putting agreements in final form for signing. 
C.
Other Related Matters
1.10
Legal personality:  The legal capacity of an entity or a person to contract, to bring an action in its own name and to possess real and personal property in its own name, in the jurisdiction in which the entity is established and/or in other jurisdictions.

1.11 
Other Parties:   Natural and legal persons, including countries, entities within them, other OAS organs and public international organizations, non- governmental organizations, and other entities regardless of whether they are for profit or not-for- profit. 
1.12
Indirect Costs:  Costs incurred by GS/OAS that are associated with the administration and execution of a contribution, as provided in Articles 78 and 80 of the General Standards and/or as provided in other administrative instruments that are  issued from time to time by the Secretary General.

1.13
Negotiation:  All conversations, discussions, and meetings with another party with respect to the content and text of an agreement prior to its signature by the Secretary General or by any other GS/OAS representative who has express authority to sign the agreement. 


1.14
Review:  The procedure whereby the text of an agreement is considered by other competent areas of the GS/OAS, primarily the DPCE, the DLS, and the DBFS.


1.15
Signature:  The act whereby the obligations and duties established in a draft agreement become binding upon the parties. The agreement is completed when the duly authorized representatives of the parties place their respective signatures on the agreement.


1.16
Registration:  Procedure whereby the Registrar of Treaties, which is located in the Department of International Legal Affairs (“DILA”) registers the agreement in DILA’s database and takes custody of the original version or a verified copy of the agreement, in accordance with the requirements of the OAS Charter. 

ARTICLE II
APPROVAL BY PEC

2.1
All agreements involving programs, projects or cooperation activities financed with funds administered by the GS/OAS shall be approved by the PEC in accordance with the provisions of Executive Order No. 05-11 Rev.1.  

ARTICLE III
NEGOTIATIONS – BASIC GUIDELINES

3.1
Negotiation of an agreement, as that term is defined in Article 1.13, above, is normally the responsibility of the Director of the Primary Department.


3.2
Before undertaking negotiations with another party, the Director of the Primary Department shall take into account and inform the other party of the following requirements established by the General Assembly and general legal principles regarding the completion of GS/OAS agreements:


a.
The “General Secretariat of the Organization of American States” is the name that must be used to refer to the OAS as a party in any agreement, because the Secretary General, without an express delegation by the General Assembly or the Permanent Council, does not have legal capacity to sign an agreement in the name of the OAS.

b.
The other party to an agreement must have legal personality recognized by the laws of the country in which the other party is located, or pursuant to some other relevant document acceptable to DLS. Responsibility for verifying that the party has legal personality resides with the Primary Department.

c.
In order for GS/OAS to initiate cooperative agreements with entities in OAS member states, other than public international organizations and agencies of non-OAS member states:
i.
The GS/OAS shall notify the corresponding Permanent Mission before it approaches a donor agency for its support for or participation in OAS programs;

ii.
The GS/OAS shall provide the corresponding Permanent Mission with contact information and copies of the proposed agreement prior to its signature; and
iii.
The GS/OAS shall take into account the timely observations of the corresponding Permanent Mission.

d.
In the negotiation of agreements for the holding of meetings away from OAS headquarters, there shall be taken into account the requirements established in the Regulations on Agreements for Holding Meetings Away from Headquarters established in Resolution CP/RES. 569 (882/91) and in other resolutions made from time to time and updated by the Permanent Council to reflect the current costs of conferences and meetings financed by the OAS.

e.
As provided in General Assembly Resolution AG/RES. 617 (XII-0/82), a Global Cooperation Agreement, whether with a Permanent Observer country or with another nonmember state requires the prior approval of the Permanent Council. 
f.
Pursuant to  General Assembly Resolution AG/RES. 617 (XII-0/82), an agreement regarding a project for which the external contribution comes from a nonmember state that is not a Permanent Observer State of the OAS requires prior consultation with the appropriate Council for a particular subject matter.  In the case of a project of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (“SEDI”), the competent Council is the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (“CIDI”). For a project originating with other dependencies of the GS/OAS, the pertinent Council is the Permanent Council.
g.
The GS/OAS and its officials shall enjoy privileges and immunities in accordance with the Headquarters Agreements entered into between the GS/OAS and the member states and/or under national or international law. In light of the above-mentioned agreements, these privileges and immunities are not negotiable and may not be renounced.  Accordingly, any proposal of the other party to submit the GS/OAS and its personnel to the competence of a national court is per se unacceptable.
h.
If an agreement administered by the GS/OAS involves a contribution of resources from another party, a percentage of the contribution shall be applied to cover indirect costs in accordance with Articles 78 and 80 of the General Standards and in accordance with directives issued from time to time by the Secretary General. 
i.  
The Director of the Primary Department shall coordinate the
negotiation process in accordance with the guidelines for the mobilization of resources and management of external relations pursuant to Executive Order 05-13, as amended, and Executive Order 05-14 Corr.1.

j.  
No GS/OAS official shall commit a contribution of financial 
resources by the General Secretariat unless the funds are available and duly authorized in the Regular Fund or another fund administered by the GS/OAS. Any agreement that requires GS/OAS financial support that is not identified and immediately available shall include a saving clause that specifies that the agreement is “subject to the availability of funds authorized to be used for this purpose”.
ARTICLE IV
BASIC PROVISIONS FOR COOPERATION AGREEMENTS


4.1
Each agreement shall have a title that identifies in summary form the names of the parties and the name of the project concerned or the purpose of the agreement, in accordance with the following:
a.
The title of the agreement shall not identify the parties by their acronyms.
b.
For the reasons provided in Article 3(2) (a), above, the name by which the OAS shall be identified in the agreement is the “General Secretariat of the Organization of American States”. Whenever an agreement will be administered or executed by a dependency of the GS/OAS, the title of the agreement shall refer to the GS/OAS and the dependency in the following manner: “The General Secretariat of the Organization of American States through the [insert name of dependency]”.
c.
The names of the parties shall be followed by the name of the corresponding project, the purpose of the agreement, or some other indication that distinguishes this agreement from others completed between the same parties.

4.2
The first paragraph of the agreement shall repeat the names of the parties, including their acronyms.  The acronym for the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States is “GS/OAS” or “GENERAL SECRETARIAT”.


4.3
The next section of the agreement is the recitals or “whereas” clauses which set out descriptive details about the parties, important background information, and the factors that give rise to the agreement.  Normally, these clauses should be contained in one page and should be brief. If the other party insists upon a long narrative in the recitals, GS/OAS representatives should attempt to persuade the other party that the narrative be presented in an annex.  The final “whereas” clause should end with a semicolon.

4.4
The recitals, or “whereas” clauses, are followed by the operative clauses. These provisions begin with the word, “Resolve” or the word, “Agree” and then spell out the obligations of the parties under the agreement.  Examples of provisions contained in the operative part of an agreement are described below in this Article.
4.5
The provisions of the operative part of the agreement are divided into “articles” or “clauses” bearing roman numerals.  Each article or clause is then divided into sections or paragraphs each bearing a number in Arabic numerals, which may be placed in parentheses.  Sections or paragraphs may be divided into subsections or subparagraphs, each one with a lower case alphabetical letter.  Each paragraph or section or subparagraph or subsection should be marked accordingly to allow for its ready identification and for cross-referencing with other documents. The use of symbols other than alphanumeric ones is not acceptable.

4.6
The first article of the agreement ordinarily describes the purpose of the agreement.


4.7
If the agreement is a Cooperation Agreement of a general nature, it should contain an article outlining mutual obligations of the parties with respect to the exchange of documents and publications; invitations to meetings; and the process for proposing programs, projects and other cooperative activities, subject to the following considerations:
a.
The obligation to exchange documents should not be unlimited. The GS/OAS should limit its obligations in an agreement to agree to provide those documents expressly requested by the other party, and subject to available financial resources required to make them available, as well as to any applicable confidentiality restrictions.
b.
The obligation to invite representatives of the other party to GS/OAS meetings shall be qualified by the rules of procedure of the corresponding OAS organ concerned and shall be without prejudice to the discretion and competence of that organ.
c.
The obligation to participate in the cooperation activities prescribed in an agreement shall depend upon the availability of funds approved for this purpose in the program-budget of the OAS and in other funds administered by the GS/OAS.

4.8
If the agreement involves a contribution of funds to or by the GS/OAS for purposes of a project, the agreement shall contain an article or articles addressing the following matters:
a.
The amount of the contribution, the date by which the funds shall be contributed (due date) and the place (bank account or address, etc.) to which the contribution shall be sent.

b.
The assigning of personnel and contracting consultants with contribution funds.
c.
The acquisition of goods with contribution funds.
d.
The provision of technical and financial reports, including both periodic (quarterly, biannually) and final reports.
e.
The return of any of the contribution funds remaining in those situations where an agreement expires or is terminated, without prejudice to irrevocable obligations reasonably assumed prior to receipt or issuance, as applicable of the termination notice, for the achievement of project obligations under the agreement, including reasonable costs to close down the project.
f.
The supervision of a project by the parties as well as the establishment of a supervisory or oversight committee.


g.
Financial provisions, which shall cover the following subjects:
i.
The disbursement of the contribution funds through the deposit of checks or bank transfers, including the necessary banking information in order to make the disbursement.
ii.
A provision for internal and/or external audits. Ordinarily external audits shall be financed out of the contribution itself or be paid for directly by the donor. Audits shall be coordinated by the DBFS.

iii.
A budget for the project with well-defined expense line items that includes the direct and the indirect costs.
iv. A provision covering the recovery of direct and indirect costs. In accordance with Articles 78 and 80 of the General Standards, the GS/OAS shall recover indirect costs associated with specific funds except in the cases noted as exceptions in Article 80 of the General Standards.
v.
A provision on crediting interest earned from the contribution in accordance with Article 78 of the General Standards.

vi.
A provision, where applicable, that takes account of the situation where the contribution is to be maintained in and managed from a financial system away from OAS headquarters and that provides for the respective guarantees required by the GS/OAS.
vii.
A provision that addresses financial losses occurring because of currency devaluations or changes in exchange rates and that provides guarantees to the GS/OAS. Ordinarily, such a provision indicates that costs associated with any devaluation or depreciation shall be born out of the contribution by the other party.

4.9
The agreement shall include an article that identifies the dependencies and the officials of the parties responsible for project coordination and for receiving notices under the agreement and providing for their substitution, and for the sending of notices by electronic means.

4.10
If the agreement deals with the production of publications, software, or some other form of intellectual property protected by copyright, the agreement shall include a provision that addresses the rights of the parties with respect to that property. Usually, these rights should belong to the GS/OAS; however, in cases where this is not feasible, a provision should be included whereby the other party grants an unlimited, perpetual license to the GS/OAS to produce, publish or otherwise use the property at no cost to GS/OAS.  Another acceptable approach is for an agreement to provide that the GS/OAS and the other party shall share joint ownership in the property and to provide for the parties granting mutual licenses in the property to one another for its production, publication and use at no cost to either of them.

4.11
In projects where there is a risk of a claim being made by a third party, the corresponding agreement shall include an indemnity provision.   GS/OAS policy is that GS/OAS will not indemnify or defend the other party in the event of a lawsuit except where the GS/OAS is directly responsible for the damages and losses suffered by the claimant. Any other formulation of an indemnity provision requires prior approval by the DLS.

4.12
The agreement shall include a provision which recognizes the privileges and immunities of the GS/OAS pursuant to the relevant legal instruments. This provision can be made reciprocal when the other party is a sovereign state, a government agency or another public international organization.

4.13
The agreement shall include a provision for the resolution of disputes, but excluding any approach that implies that the GS/OAS will allow itself to be subject to the courts of any member country or of any other country. The text shall address the following: 
a.
Provide for binding arbitration for the resolution of disputes between the parties with respect to the agreement in the event that the parties cannot resolve their differences through negotiations.
b.
Specify that the arbitration will be conducted in accordance with the rules of procedure on arbitration of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (“UNCITRAL”) or of the Inter-American Commercial Arbitration Commission (“IACAC”), or some other arbitration procedure agreed to by both parties. Nevertheless, any arbitration procedure other than by the UNCITRAL or the IACAC Rules shall require prior written approval by the DLS. 
c.
Indicate where the arbitration will take place. Usually this shall be the city of Washington D.C. in the United States of America. However, with the prior written approval of the DLS, other locations may be accepted, such as, for example, the capital of the country in which the project is being executed.
d.
Specify that the arbitral tribunal shall decide the dispute as amiable compositeur or ex aequo et bono. It may also limit the number of arbitrators to one, with the prior written approval of the DLS.

e.
Specifically state that no provision of the agreement constitutes an express or implied waiver of the privileges and immunities of the OAS, and the GS/OAS, or their organs, personnel or assets.
f.
Establish that the articles recognizing the privileges and immunities of the Organization and the arbitration provisions shall survive the expiration or termination of the agreement.

4.14
The agreement should contain provisions for its amendment, the period during which it shall be in force and its termination. These can be grouped together in an article under the heading “General Provisions” or in separate articles.

4.15
A provision on the period during which the agreement is in force should set out the date that the agreement came into effect and its duration.  The agreement may establish a specific termination date or it can provide that it shall remain in force for an indefinite period until one of the parties decides to end it by means of written notice to the other with sixty (or thirty) days’ notice of the date of termination.

4.16
A provision for the amendment of the agreement shall establish that the agreement may only be amended by means of a written document signed by the duly authorized representatives of the parties, dated and attached to the original agreement.
4.17
A termination provision shall enable the GS/OAS to withdraw from the agreement by mutual agreement or unilaterally, without indicating the cause for its withdrawal. In addition, such a provision should indicate that termination shall not affect any irrevocable obligations reasonably assumed by the GS/OAS under the agreement and provide that the reasonable costs of canceling a project under the agreement shall be paid for out of the funds provided under the agreement.
4.18
Each agreement shall include a final paragraph that indicates that the agreement is being signed by the duly authorized representatives of the parties and that sets out the place, date of signing and the signatures of each of the parties.

4.19
Each agreement shall be signed by the duly authorized representatives of the parties. The Secretary General is the only official with original authority to sign agreements in the name of the GS/OAS. However, other officials can sign provided that they have a written delegation of authority from the Secretary General or some other official with authority to represent the GS/OAS. The space reserved for the signatures of the parties at the end of the agreement should set out the names of each of the parties and directly below, a space for the signature of the representative of the party followed by his/her name and/or title, and the date and place of signature.
ARTICLE V

REVIEW OF AGREEMENTS PRIOR TO THEIR SIGNATURE

5.1
The Primary Department shall send each draft agreement to the DLS,  and the DBFS by electronic mail in WORD format for review prior to signature in accordance with Executive Order No. 05-13, as amended, and with Chapter II of the Budgetary and Financial Rules, Administrative Memorandum No. 103, as amended.
  These reviews may take place simultaneously.


5.2
Once any draft agreements  referred to in Article II have been approved by the PEC, and observations and recommendations have been received from the DLAS and DBFS, the Primary Department shall proceed to negotiate inclusion of these comments with the other party to the draft agreement. The DLS and the DBFS shall be available to the Primary Department to provide support in these negotiations.
5.3
If the other party accepts the substantive recommendations of the DLS and the DBFS and no other substantive changes are proposed, the Primary Department shall not have to submit the agreement for additional review by the DLS and the DBFS but may continue with the remaining steps towards signature.
5.4
If the other party does not accept the recommendations and/or other substantive changes are proposed by any entity, and it is necessary to negotiate provisions different from those initially recommended, by the DLS and the DBFS, then the agreement shall be returned to the DLS and the DBFS for further review and consultation. The Primary Department shall submit the revised agreement highlighting the changes proposed by the other party and/or by any other entity in “Track Changes” format.

5.5
In the event that it is not possible to negotiate a text that satisfies the recommendations of the DLS and the DBFS, the Primary Department may elect between requesting the Secretary General to sign the agreement in any event or alternatively, terminating the negotiations with the other party.
a.
If the Primary Department elects to request the Secretary General to sign the agreement, notwithstanding the fact that the agreement has not been approved by DLS and/or DBFS, the Primary Department shall explain in its reasons in the “Checklist” described in Annex IV, indicating why the Secretary General, in accordance with the reasons of the Primary Department, should reject the advice of the DLS and/or of the DBFS. In such a case, the Primary Department shall attach the corresponding opinion of these two Departments to the Checklist, and at the same time provide both DLS and DBFS with a copy of the entire package submitted to the Secretary General.
b.
The Secretary General, in his discretion, having been informed of the risks and benefits in the matter, may consult with DLS and DBFS, before making a final decision.

c.
The Primary Department shall assume all costs resulting from failing to comply with the recommendations of the DLS and the DBFS – including the cost of representation in any lawsuits and corresponding damages, additional audit costs, and the costs of preparing any extraordinary reports.
ARTICLE VI
DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY FOR SIGNATURE AND CHECKLIST
6.1
No official shall sign an agreement in the name of the Organization and the GS/OAS without a prior written delegation of authority from the Secretary General or from a GS/OAS official who has a specific and written delegation from the Secretary General.

6.2
Each delegation of authority shall identify the agreement for which the delegation is being granted. In accordance with the model contained in Annex III of this Executive Order, the delegation of authority shall include the title of the agreement, the name of the official to whom the authority is being delegated, and the date that the delegation expires. The delegation shall be signed by the Secretary General or by some other duly authorized official.
6.3
The Secretary General can grant a general delegation of authority to an official to sign agreements up to a certain monetary amount or for various specific matters. As with specific powers, these delegations shall be in writing, signed by the Secretary General, and shall indicate the date on which the delegation expires.
6.4
A delegation of authority provided under a general delegation of authority does not authorize an official to sign an agreement that does not contain the substantive recommendations of the DLS and/or the DBFS. In such a situation, an express authorization signed by the Secretary General allowing for such an exception is required.
6.5 
Neither the Secretary General nor any other official who has general authority to sign agreements shall entertain a request for delegated authority to sign an  agreement until a final draft of the agreement together with the Checklist (Annex IV) has been submitted that contains the required information. Likewise, no decision to sign an agreement shall be taken without a review of the Checklist. In the Checklist, the Director or other duly authorized representative of the Primary Department shall certify that:
a.
In the case of a draft agreement referred to in Article 2, that the proposed agreement has been approved by the PEC;

b.
The recommendations of the DLS and the DBFS have been received;
c.
The recommendations of the DLS and the DBFS have been incorporated in the draft agreement, and if they are not incorporated, the reasons, in detail, why not;
d.
A brief description of the draft agreement, the parties, their motives and the most important financial provisions;
e.
That a copy of the Checklist has been sent to the Director of the DLS by electronic mail (in PDF or Word  format) or if this is not possible, by fax to (202) 458-3410 and to the DBFS by electronic mail, or if this is not possible, by fax to (202) 458-3101);
f.
That the Director or other duly authorized representative of the Primary Department has taken into account and complied with the provisions of this Executive Order.

ARTICLE VII

SIGNATURE AND REGISTRATION OF AGREEMENTS

7.1
The Primary Department shall edit the agreement in order to give the agreement its final form, and it may consult with the DLS on this matter.
7.2  Where there will be an official signing ceremony at OAS Headquarters, the Primary Party should provide the Department of International Legal Affairs (“DILA”) with an electronic copy of the agreement so that it can be prepared for signing by the parties to the agreement.

7.3
If the Secretary General will sign the agreement in a ceremony to be held at OAS Headquarters, the Primary Department shall contact in a timely manner the Office of Protocol of the Department of Communications and External Relations, which in turn shall coordinate with the Office of the Secretary General in order to fix a date for signature and arrange the corresponding ceremony.

7.4
In the event that an agreement will not be signed by the Secretary General, the Primary Department will coordinate the ceremony.
7.5
Not later than one business day after signature of an agreement, the Primary Department shall submit one of the originals of the agreement to the DILA for registration and storing in the archives by the Registrar of Treaties.  In addition, at the same time, the Primary Department shall submit a signed copy of the agreement to the DLS for its files.

7.6
In the event that an agreement is signed away from Headquarters, whether by the head of an entity of the GS/OAS away from Headquarters, the official in charge of the corresponding entity or, as the case may be, the person in charge of the project, the person who signs the agreement shall be responsible for sending one of the original signed agreements to the DILA for registration and archiving within one week of the date of its signature, and that person shall also be responsible for, at the same time, sending a signed copy to the DLS for placement in its files.

7.7
After an agreement has been signed, the Primary Department shall notify and send to the Director of the Department of Press and Communications any applicable information that may be needed for the distribution of the agreement.

7.8
When an agreement has financial implications for the GS/OAS, the dependency of the GS/OAS responsible for its negotiation shall send a signed copy to the DBFS for its files.

7.9
Immediately after signature of an agreement, the Primary Department shall provide a copy of the agreement to the other parties to the agreement.
7.10
The Primary Department shall be responsible for following up and verifying compliance with the obligations prescribed in the prior paragraphs of this Article.
7.11
Once the DLS has received a copy of the agreement, it shall include information on the agreement in the database maintained on the DLS  web page.

ARTICLE VIII
SANCTIONS


8.1
Failure to comply with this Executive Order may result in disciplinary measures pursuant to Chapters X and XI of the Staff Rules, and may result in an unsatisfactory performance appraisal.

8.2
Any official whose failure to comply with this Executive Order causes damage to the GS/OAS may be required to make the corresponding restitution in accordance with the applicable Staff Rules.






�.	See Article 17.b of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat (the “General Standards”) ; the Performance Contract (“CPR”) Rules in Executive Order No. 05-04 Corr.1; the Procurement Contract Rules in Executive Order No. 00-1 Corr. 1; Staff Rule 104.16; and Administrative Memorandum No. 111 Rev. 2.


�.	This authority of the Secretary General is set out in Article 109 of the OAS Charter which provides that the Secretary General is the legal representative thereof, and in Article 24 of the Standards on Cooperative Relations between the Organization of American States and the United Nations, Its Specialized Agencies and other National and International Organizations, which was adopted by the OAS General Assembly in Resolution AG/RES. 57 (I-O/71), and which provides as follows:





The Secretary General may initiate conversations or negotiations with the organizations referred to in Article 118, paragraph (h) [now article 112(h)] of the Charter that are interested in establishing cooperative relations with the General Secretariat and, on his own, may conclude agreements to that end, provided that when doing so he does not obligate any other organ of the Organization without its consent, or the Organization as a whole, and provided that such relations will contribute to the coordination of administrative activities or to avoiding duplication of efforts and expenses.





�.	See Chapter IV(A)(16) of General Assembly Resolution AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04), of June 8, 2004, Program-Budget of the Organization for 2005; Quotas and Contributions to FEMCIDI for 2005.





�. 	See, for example, Permanent Council Resolutions CP/RES. 872 (1459/04) “Update of Costs of Conferences and Meetings Financed by the OAS”, and CP/RES. 807 (1307/02).


�.	See the model agreements referred to in Annex II, hereto.


�.	In accordance with Section II.7.c of the Budgetary and Financial Rules, Administrative Memorandum 103, as amended by Administrative Memorandum 107, all agreements that involve financial contributions require review by the Director of the DLS and the Director of the DBFS prior to signature. Financial provisions for payments, investment and receipt of funds and audits must satisfy the requirements of the DBFS. Any clauses departing from those requirements must be approved by DBFS before the agreement can be signed. 


�.	See footnote No. 2, above.


�.	In accordance with Section II. 7.d of the Budgetary and Financial Rules , as amended by Administrative Memorandum No.107, immediately after signature of an agreement, the area responsible for administering the agreement shall send the signed original to the DILA  for registration and storage. It shall also send a copy to the DLS for entry on the DLS web page and to the  DBFS for its financial records.
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