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Background

In November 2007 the governments of Belize and Guatemala reached the conclusion that
the nature of their torritorial dispute was essentially jutidical, and both countries accepted
the Secretary General’s recommendation that the dispute should be resolved by the
International Court of Justice. To this end, the OAS General Secretariat began a new
process of negotiation to draft an agreement by which both couniries would formally
submit the matter to the Court. Tnitial negotiations for this purpose took place at OAS
headquarters in. Washington, D.C., on June 29 and July 1, 2008. On that occasion the fegal
adviser of the OAS General Secretariat presented a draft agreement for consideration by
both parties. After the document was analyzed, it was agreed that Belize would submit a
new document incorporating the changes proposed by both partics during the negotiation
meetings. The delegations of Belize and Guatemala met again on July 29 and 30 to receive
Belize’s proposal and comment on it. Guatemala presented its own proposal fo the
delegation of Belize and the OAS General Secretariat for consideration at the meeting set
for the end of August,



