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THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

TThe Organization of American States (OAS) brings 
together the nations of the Western hemisphere to promote 

democracy, strengthen human rights, foster peace, security and 
cooperation and advance common interests. The origins of the 
Organization date back to 1890 when nations of the region 
formed the Pan American Union to forge closer hemispheric 
relations. This union later evolved into the OAS and in 1948, 
21 nations signed its governing charter. Since then, the OAS 
has expanded to include the nations of the English-speaking 
Caribbean and Canada, and today all of the independent nations 
of North, Central and South America and the Caribbean make 
up its 34 member states. 

OAS PEACE FUND

The Peace Fund consists of a tool available to OAS member 
States which was created in 2000 through General Assembly 
Resolution 1756 to help prevent and resolve conflicts and dis-
putes, strengthen regional peace and security, and enhance the 
General Secretariat’s knowledge and expertise in the field of 
dispute settlement. Through the Peace Fund, the member States 
avail themselves of a range of conflict resolution mechanisms 
contemplated under the OAS Charter, including direct negoti-
ation, good offices, mediation, facilitation, investigation, con-
ciliation, confidence-building measures, judicial settlement, and 
arbitration. The Peace Fund also promotes and preserves the 
institutional memory of the Organization’s peace-building and 
conflict resolution efforts, through a series of courses, programs 
and activities advanced within the framework of the Inter-Amer-
ican Peace Forum.
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SPONSORS 

The OAS Peace Fund would like to thank 
the following donors for their generous 
contributions to the OAS Peace Fund: 

European Union, Canada, the United 
Kingdom, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, Mexico, 
Germany and the United States



1889 F Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20006

www.oas.org/peacefund
peacefund@oas.og


